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Lose “pot belly.” take a good honest look at your- 

self! Are you proud of your body — or are you satisfied 

to go through life being just “half the man” you could be? 

No matter how ashamed you are of your present physi- Vo 
cal condition — or how old or young you are — the 

“sleeping” muscles already present in your body can (i - 
turn you into a REAL man! Believe me, I know a 
— because I was once a skinny, scrawny 97-pound 
half-alive weakling! People used to laugh at my 
build and make fun of me. I was ashamed to 
strip for sports or the beach . . . shy of girls 

.., afraid of healthy competition. 


HOW | CHANGED FROM A 
97 LB. WEAKLING TO A REAL MAN. 


One day, I discovered a secret that 
changed me from a timid, frightened 
scarecrow into “The World’s Most 
Perfectly Developed Man” — a “magic 
formula” that can help turn you, too, 
into a marvellous physical specimen = 
...a REAL man from head to toe... Ee 
a man who STANDS OUT in any crowd! 
What’s my secret? “DYNAMIC-TENSION” — 
the natural method! No theory. No gadgets or 
contraptions. You just do as I did. Simply take the 
“sleeping” muscles already present inside your own body 
— build them up — use them every day in walking, 
bending over, reaching, even sitting! Almost before 
you know it, you're covered with a brand-new suit of 
beautiful, rock-hard SOLID MUSCLE! 
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for full information. WRITE NOW! 
CHARLES ATLAS Dept. 1L 
P.O. Box D, Madison Square Station, New York, NY 10159 
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PRO WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED (eurishes montny 


The acknowledged leader in wrestling journalism, Pro Wrestling Illustrated is packed with exciting 
stories and action photos. Each issue brings you all the latest news of the wrestling world, and the 
annual ‘Year-End Awards Issue” provides a unique and incisive view of the past 12 months, plus a 
chance for you to voice your opinions on the year’s top wrestlers and achievements in our special 
fan poll. 

Special Features In PWI: Each issue contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR centerfold, plus 
career biography, of one of wrestling’s biggest stars . . . Each 
issue’s ‘Press Conference” brings you a probing interview with 

one of wrestling’s top names . . . “Scouting Report” provides a no- - 
holds-barred analysis of six top stars’ strengths and weaknesses 

... Wrestling Enquirer” brings you the up-to-the-minute news as 

of presstime . . . “Arena Report’’ brings you match results from 
around the wrestling world . . . Award-winning columns from 
wrestling’s most respected staff of independent journalists . . . 
Comprehensive ratings, plus a special page of ‘‘Ratings Analysis”’ 
... All this and more—every month! 


THE LEADER IN WRESTLING JOURNALISM 
On Sale The Last Tuesday Of Every Month 


INSIDE WRESTLING eubisiea monty 


‘The magazine that rips the lid off pro wrestling” works hard and digs deep to uncover the behind- 
the-scenes stories you want to read. Each month, /nside Wrestling brings you exclusive coverage of 
the most volatile topics and issues in professional wrestling today. 

Special Features In Inside Wrestling: The famous ‘‘Hotseat” interview, an exclusive discussion 
with one of wrestling’s top stars . . . “One on One,” in which two archrivals meet to voice their 
hatred... Exclusive Top 15 ratings in seven important categories . . . ‘Roll Call Of Champions’ — 
the most comprehensive championship directory available anywhere . . . Award-winning columns 
from the best wrestling writers in the world . . . “Where Are They Now?” updates the whereabouts 
of four top wrestlers . . . “Capsule Profile’’ provides a mini-biography plus full-page pinup of a major 
mat star. . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MAGAZINE THAT RIPS THE LID OFF PRO WRESTLING 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 








Please enter my combination subscription for 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated, 12 issues of Inside Wrestling, and 12 issues of The Wrestler— 
a total of 36 big magazines. | am enclosing $42 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 
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THE WRESTLER (Published Monthly) 


The magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans for two generations remains lively, informative, and 
up-to-date. The Wrestler has more full-length articles packed into every monthly issue than any 
other wrestling magazine available anywhere. A member of the Victory Sports Series of magazines. 
Special Features In The Wrestler: ‘‘Correspondents Reports’”’ provides eyewitness coverage of 
major matches coast to coast. . . “Thumbs Up, Thumbs Down” tells you who in wrestling deserves 
praise and who deserves abuse . . . Each issue contains an exclusive ‘‘Q & A”’ interview with one 
of your favorite wrestlers . . . A special “Introducing” feature highlights an up-and-coming mat star 
every issue... “You Asked Us” allows your favorite wrestlers a chance to answer YOUR 
questions . . . “Beyond The Squared Circle,” a bimonthly feature, offers exclusive candid photos of 
your favorite stars . . . All this and more—every month! 

THE MOST RESPECTED WRESTLING MAGAZINE FOR TWO GENERATIONS 

On Sale The First Tuesday Of Every Month 


Special Triple-Crown Offer: 12 Issues Of Pro Wrestling Illustrated plus 12 Issues Of Inside Wrestling plus 12 issues of The Wrestler—36 
action-packed magazines—for only $42, an incredible savings of more than $23 off the newsstand price! It’s like getting three 
subscriptions for the price of two! 
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Garvin: Heart of stone 


| Scacecrmn: RONNIE GARVIN 

“The Man With the Hands of Stone” ex- 
plains his unexpected change of heart to 
Wrestling 88 editors Eddie Ellner and Bill 
Apter 


22urap TO HEAD: 

RICK MORTON VS. ROBERT GIBSON 
The Rock ’n’ Roll Express has stunned the 
fans by breaking up. Who would win if 
these high flyers decided to square off? 
Four experts predict the outcome 


Be cenview 88: 

MISSY HYATT 

Hyatt used to be hated, but one of wres- 
tling’s most famous females has undergone 
a sudden attitude change. Find out what 
she has to say about Eddie Gilbert and the 
CWF in this controversial interview 


32 BEYOND THE SQUARED 
CIRCLE: THE HULK HOGAN 

YOU NEVER KNEW! 

A Wrestling 88 exclusive! Get a unique 
perspective on wrestling’s most popular 
star with this personal look at why “The 
Hulkster” keeps his personal life very 
personal 
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34 TED DiBLASE: WRESTLING’S 
MOST SUCCESSFUL FAILURE 

“The Million-Dollar Man” has spent a king’s 
ransom to become the WWF World champi- 
on, but he’s stil a pauper in the tile 
department 


36. LUGER’S EMOTIONAL 
TURMOIL: HE CAN'T BEAT RIC 
FLAIR—AND HE KNOWS IT! 

Luger is the people’s choice to become 
the next NWA champion, but even “The 
Total Package” has doubts about his ability 
to defeat Ric Flair 


40 voucu MEN, TOUGH LIVES: 
THE TWIN TRAGEDIES OF 
BRUISER BRODY & ADRIAN ADONIS 
The wrestling world was stunned when two 
of its biggest stars lost their lives in the 
space of two weeks. These men may be 
gone, but their legends will never be 
forgotten 


Ae. THE PRIVATE SIDE: 

JERRY LAWLER 

There’s another side to “The King.” Join 
Wrestling 88 for a unique look at the AWA 
World champion and his wife Paula at their 
Memphis home 
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Abdullah: A bloody debate 


44,00 DECIDE: SHOULD 
MATCHES BE STOPPED AT THE 
FIRST SIGHT OF BLOOD? 

Is the threat of disease too great, or should 
athletic commissions allow matches to con- 
tinue after a participant is cut? Both sides of 
the issue are outlined. Read them and cast 
your vote today! 
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photographs available anywhere, and 
written by the world’s best wrestling 
journalists! 





®@ Four issues per year of the only 
magazine with the full-color “Action 
Gallery,’’ Wrestling Superstars, the 
magazine that takes a close-up look at 
wrestling's biggest stars. 
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OPENING BELL 


OMETIMES IT’S EASY to forget that wrestlers are real people, with real 
hopes and aspirations and concemns that stretch far beyond the wrestling 
arena. They all have families that they love. And no matter how nich or famous a 
wrestler is, his family is just as vulnerable to hurt and shattered dreams as any- 

body else’s. 

I was saddened by the death of Adrian Adonis, but not devastated. After he 
was killed in an auto accident in Canada, I wrote a column for Pro Wrestling II- 
lustrated lamenting the fact that he would probably be remembered more for 
the gay image that marked his last years than the tough athlete he truly was. Stl, 
even knowing and appreciating the real Adonis, I couldn't nd my mind of the 
picture of this obese man wearing a pink dress with a flower in his bleached 
hair. 

The image wasn't real. The character Adonis created had left such an impres- 
sion that when he died I only felt the loss of that creation. 

Shortly thereafter, Entertainment Tonight broadcast a segment on Adonis’ 
death. They sent a film crew to Adrian’s home in Bakersfield, California, and 
spoke to his young wife, Bea. With Bea were her two daughters, who were 
looking through the scrapbook the family kept for Adrian. When the youngest 
pointed to a photo and said in her cute baby voice, ‘‘That’s Daddy,” the reality 
ofa man’s death struck me. 

He was a real human being who was tragically separated from all that really 
mattered in his life. Bea and her daughters will, as will Barbara Brody and her 
son, be left to live the remainders of their lives with a void that can never be 
filled. 

Linda Hogan and Paula Lawler, who also figure prominently in this issue of 
Wrestling 88, can feel for the losses these women have suffered. They both stay 
home when their husbands are on the road and they wait for the phone to ning. 
Not until they hear their man’s voice telling them that everything is okay can 
they rest. “The Call,”’ as Paula Lawler describes it. “Every wrestling wife knows 
about it. It’s a fightening experience.” 

Frightening because wrestlers use a “buddy system.” If, for any reason, a 
wrestler cannot get to a phone to call home after a match, they will have a previ- 
ously designated wrestler place that call for him. “There have been times when 
Jerry was racked up so bad,” Paula relates, “that he just couldn’t make The Call. 
It'll be another wrestler saying, ‘Paula, Jerry’s head was gashed. He needed 45 
stitches. But don’t worry, everything’s okay.’ It’s always ‘everything's okay.’ ” 

But not for the Paula Lawlers and the Linda Hogans, and certainly not for the 
Bea (Adonis) Frankes and the Barbara Brodys. They have to learn to accept the 
brutality of their man’s chosen proféssion. They have to live with the fact that the 
incredible miles their men travel greatly increases the probability of accidents. 

“You know the nsks,” Paula says. “But how can you be ready for it when it 
happens? I feel so badly for Bea and Barbara. I wish I could do something for 
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* COMING OCTOBER 11 x 
A REMARKABLE SPECIAL ISSUE OF 


POSTE 


*x Featuring *« 


THE SUPERSTARS 
OF A SUPER SUMMER: 


A spectacular eight-page full-color bonus section highlighting the top stars 
and peak action that made the summer of 1988 one of the most memorable 
seasons ever in wrestling! 


* Featured in full-color will be x 


* Hulk Hogan x Ric Flair « 

*« Randy Savage « Lex Luger « 

* Hacksaw Duggan « 

* Sting « Jake Roberts « 

* The Road Warriors * 
AND MANY, MANY MORE: 























This special feature will include extensive full-color action coverage of the 
WWFE’s Milwaukee WrestleFest and the NWA’s Great American Bash series, 
plus top summer ’88 action from across the country 


mK KKK KKK KKK KK KKK KK KKK KKK KKK KKK 
The ‘‘Superstars Of A Super Summer’’ special issue of 


The Wrestler is cover-dated December 1988 and goes on sale October 11. 
This one is sure to be a sellout, so get to your newsstand early! 








FEEDBACK 


Readers’ comments are invited. 
Send them to: Feedback: Wrestling 88, Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571. 





MISCONCEPTION 

In the Fall issue of Wrestling 88, ~ 
your ‘Head to Head” match featuring © 
Demolition vs. The Road Warriors was 
totally absurd. I mean, anybody in 
their nght mind would know that the 
Roadies would demolish Demolition! 

I know that some of you people are 
going to say that because Demolition 
are WWF World champs and The 
Road Wamors don't hold any title, that 
means Demolition would win. The 
people who think that are wrong, be- 
cause once you look at the competi- 
tion each team faces in their respec- 
tive federations, you realize who the 
paper champions really are. se wee el : 7, =—_ _ 

Competition for Demolition has ~ - . be vay 
meant Strike Force (who have the abil- 


Although they hold the WWF World tag team belts, Demolition (above left) would be easily crushed by 
ity, but not the desire), The Bolsheviks The Road Warriors (above right), writes David Van Kirk. 












Oh, For The Days When Wrestling Was Entertaining Enough 


By Bruce Miller 


_ Bob Smith’s “In This Comer” column in your Fall 1988 
issue really struck a raw nerve close to my heart. I, too, 
was a fan back in the old days, the days when you used 
to hook up your old black and white TV up to the toaster 
for reception so you could pick up the old WWWF 
shows on UHF. 

I’ve always thought what the WWF eventually did to 
wrestling—treating it more as entertainment than pure 
athletic sport—was wrong, but I could never put my 
finger on what it was that bothered me until I read 
Smith's column. 

Just as I never enjoyed the hoopla that surrounds the 
World Series, the Super Bowl, or any of the big college 
bowl games, I never will feel “entertained” by the show 
that is wrestling today. Sitting through one of those hour- 
long halftimes at The Orange Bowl precipitates the same 
reaction from me as when I’m at a WWF show lately. I 
just want to scream out, “Let’s get back to action, boys!” 
The same is trie during that week off they take between 
the playoffs and the Super Bowl. I get antsy. 

People are quickly forgetting that sporting events are 
not Broadway shows for the rich and famous (like Donald 
Trump). They’re just supposed to be showcases for the 
talents of extremely gifted athletes. 

This “entertainment first, athletics second” attitude per- 
vades more than just championship sporting events. 


When I go to my favorite baseball park, there are video 
scoreboards incessantly flashing television broadcasts 
(complete with the commercials) between innings. I don't. 
go to the stadium to watch TV! The ballplayers don't 
need flashy uniforms, just flashy abilities. 

The same is tue of the mat warriors. Just get back to 
the mng and wrestle so I can cheer! Cutting off some- 
one’s hair or harrassing a dog is not “entertainment” to 
me at all! 

Sports have always had their share of characters, and 
it’s always been okay because they’ve backed it up with 
skill. True, Muhammad Ali, Joe Namath, and even Babe 
Ruth all gave fans a show, but the bottom line for all of 
them was pure athletic skill. That’s what people paid 
their hard-earned cash to see. 

But wrestling today is not the world of skill that it once 
was. Today, wrestling fans need the flashing lights, the 
designer tights, and the sequined delights that have be- 
come WWF wrestling. As far as I’m concemed, I wish 
they'd go back to the days when it was just honest-to- 
goodness athletics, As it is now, those days are a distant 
memory of what our beloved sport once was. 

Too bad, because wrestling will always mean fine ath- 
letic competition to me. Even if I never see it anymore. 


(The writer is a wrestling fan from Los Angeles.) 


Each issue, Wrestling 88 offers a special forum for one fan to speak out at length on an issue 
he or she feels affects all of wrestling. 
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(who have the desire, but not the abili- 
ty), and The Rougeaus (who have nei- 
ther the ability nor the desire). 

When you look at The Road War- 
riors, however, you see genuine com- 
petition. They not only ran The Powers 
of Pain (now WWF top contenders!) 
out of the NWA, but they continually 
compete against such vicious teams as 
The Midnight Express (tough under 
fire), Tully Blanchard and Am Ander- 
son (with the brain of J.J. Dillon), and 
The Fantastics (too hot to handle). 

So if anybody thinks that Demolition 
could actually beat The Road War- 
riors, think again! 

DAVID VAN KIRK 
Casa Grande, AZ 


A GIANT AWAKENING 

Hacksaw Duggan just can’t beat An- 
dre the Giant. He should realize that. 
You see, I was one of the 9,000 people 
in attendance at the WWF show in the 
Boston Garden who witnessed yet an- 
other Duggan defeat at the big hands 
of the Giant. 

I admire Duggan and I respect his 
determination. On the other hand, I 
ask the question: “Has there ever 
been a more pathetically Quixotic 
character in wrestling?” 

By chasing after the unattainable, 
Duggan is like Don Quixote, the fam- 
ous hero of fiction who attacks the 
windmills of his native Spain, believing 
them to be monsters. It’s a story of 
innocence unparalleled. 

Until now, that is. If there is any Don 
Quixote in wrestling, it is Jim Duggan. 
You were right in your Fall 1988 article 
(“How Bobby Heenan Reawakened 
The Giant In Andre”) when you point- 
ed out that Duggan is as responsible 
as Heenan for the reawakening of the 
Giant. 

The reason he began his feud with 
Andre is the same reason Quixote 
chases after windmills. He’s naive and 
doesn’t have both feet firmly ground- 
ed in reality. I'll be sorry to see Dug- 
gan get hurt by Andre; I have a soft 
spot for romantic figures of innocence. 

PETER WEYLER 
Trenton, NJ 


A CLOSE FAMILY? 
I’m wniting to you after having just 
witnessed a genuine tragedy. In a 





FEEDBACK 





§ 4 , Po * tm. | - 
Andre the Giant, wrestling with renewed confidence, chokes Hacksaw Duggan. Reader Peter Weyler 


Fe: 





feels that Duggan ought to give up his campaign to defeat the Giant. 


match for the World Class Texas title, 
Kerry Von Enrich lost the belt to Ice- 
man Parsons. Kerry? Yes, Kerry. 
Under a nidiculous mile here in 
World Class, Kerry was allowed to 
substitute for his brother Kevin in a 
defense of Kevin’s Texas title. Kevin 
had injured his toe in a match with 
Kamala, so Kerry volunteered to fill in 
against Parsons. Sure, brotherly love 
and loyalty are great qualities, but it 
was ndiculous for Kerry to agree to 
the match knowing that Kevin would 
be barred from ringside while Par- 
sons’ manager, Gen. Skandor Akbar, 


would be allowed to wreak his usual 
havoc. Of course, Akbar interfered 
and Parsons won the belt. 

During the match, a punch by Kerry 
accidentally hit referee Bronco Lubich 
and knocked him temporarily uncon- 
scious. That’s when Akbar opened his 
bag of evil tricks. Within seconds, out 
came the foreign object. Seconds lat- 
er, Kerry was down, Iceman was cov- 
ering him for the pin, and Lubich had 
recovered enough to issue the title- 
changing three-count. The damage 
was done. 

(Continued on page 56) 
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PRESCRIPTION FOR TROUBLE 

“Dr. Death’ Steve Williams ap- 
peared before a U.S. District Court 
August 15 on federal charges that he 
“willfully, knowingly, and unlawfully” 
attempted to export cocaine from the 
United States. If found guilty of the 
felony charge, Williams could face a 
maximum of five years in a federal 
penitentiary. 

Williams was originally arrested at 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport on Janu- 
ary 4, 1988. Williams had been 
booked on Northwest Airlines Flight 
11 to Tokyo, where he was sched- 
uled to wrestle. U.S. Customs inspec- 
tors at the airport stopped Williams 
for questioning, and a subsequent 
search allegedly found that Williams 
had in his possession three grams of 
cocaine, 22 grams of marijuana, two 
grams of psilocybin (a hallucinogenic 
mushroom), and assorted 
barbiturates. 





Steve ‘Dr. Death” Williams has been charged 
with attempting to export cocaine. 


Further investigation of Williams’ 
luggage allegedly revealed that he 
was transporting an additional four 
grams of marijuana as well as 241 
steroid tablets and 28 milliliters of an 
injectable steroid. 

Although the amount of controlled 
substances in his possession was rel- 
atively minimal, the allegation that 
Williams attempted to export drugs 
is key to the federal case. Customs 
officials, however, inferred that Wil- 
liams would not stand trial on the ex- 
porting charge primarily because the 
small amounts involved demonstrate 
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that Williams did not intend to sell 
the drugs he was carrying. 

It is likely, however, that Williams 
will stand tial on the lesser charge of 
cocaine possession. Possession of 
three grams of cocaine is usually a 
“simple misdemeanor.” Since it is 
unlikely that Williams will be 
charged with the stronger “‘intent to 
distribute” charge, he faces the pos- 
sibility of a fine or a maximum of one 
year in prison. 

Customs officials released Williams 
on his own recognizance and re- 
claimed him in Seattle on August 3. 
Williams is currently free on a 
$25,000 appearance bond. A tial 
date has not been set. 

Because the tal is “a long way 
off,” according to federal prosecutor 
John Roth, the principal players are 
not at liberty to discuss the case. Nel- 
ther Roth nor Williams’ attomey Larry 
Rapoport would discuss why U.S. 
Customs officials originally stopped 
Williams for questioning. 

PIPER ON FILM 

“Rowdy” Roddy Piper retired from 
wrestling after defeating Adrian Ado- 
nis during WrestleMania III on 
March 27, 1987, and set his sights on 
an acting career. It appears the move 
is beginning to pay off. 

The former WWF favorite has the 
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Former WWF star “‘Rowdy” Roddy Piper stars in They Live, a science-fiction film directed by John 





lead role in Universal's They Live, a 
science-fiction film tentatively set for 
theatrical release on October 6. The 
film is likely to get a major push from 
the studio—promotional trailers for 
the movie were showing in more 
than 1,400 theaters across the USS. 
during August. 

“T play a character called John 
Nada,” said Piper, one of the most 
controversial men in the history of 
the sport, during an exclusive inter- 
view from his Portland, Oregon, 
home. “This movie is a 
fantasy/science fiction/shoot ‘em up 
to be sure, but this movie has a bit of 
a conscience to it. We’re trying to 
make a point about the homeless as 
well. I’m really happy with it.” 

The film is produced and directed 
by John Carpenter, who also was re- 
sponsible for Halloween, The Fog, 
Escape From New York, and other 
classic fantasy films. 

‘John was at WrestleMania III 
when I beat Adrian Adonis,” re- 
called Piper. ‘‘He had been a fan of 
mine for a long time. Basically, what 
he told me was that there were very 
few leading men in Hollywood any- 
more, and he wondered if I'd be in- 
terested in acting. They were look- 
ing for someone who had been 
around a little bit, and he wrote 
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Carpenter due out in October. Piper is intent on pursuing an acting career. 


down my story. The next thing I 
knew, we were wniting a scnipt to- 
gether, and the movie itself is what 
we came up with.” 

Piper has been extremely busy 
during the past year, attending acting 
classes and working on various film 
productions. He ruled out a retum to 
wrestling at this point. 

“No, I’m not going to go back,” 
said Piper. “What I’m doing now is a 
real challenge, but working in mov- 
ies is good because I get a chance 
to be creative. That’s what I’m con- 
centrating on.” 

Piper fans who can’t wait for the 
Carpenter film can also see the row- 
dy Scotsman in Hell Comes To 
Frogtown, an action film recently re- 
leased on home video. 


PWI COMES TO LIFE 

Since its first issue in September 
1979, Pro Wrestling Illustrated maga- 
zine, Wrestling 8&s sister publication, 
has taken its place as an acknowl- 
edged authority on _ professional 
wrestling. Now, with the introduction 
of the Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
Hotline, wrestling fans will have a 
new way to get the most accurate 
and up-to-date information available. 

At press time, PWI and 900-USA, a 
subsidiary of Phone Programs, 
planned to make the new phone line 
available during a special test period 
from September 16 through October 
6. If the test is successful, the PWI 
Hotline should become regularly 
available throughout the United 
States by calling 1-900-909-4PWI. The 
cost of the phone call will be $2.00 
for the first minute and 45 cents for 
each additional minute. 

‘We feel that this will be an addi- 
tional way to serve our many readers 
while also reaching, through pmint 
and television advertising, people 
who have never read PWI before,” 
said Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks. 

The Hotline’s tentative schedule 
called for a different message every 
day that will include late-breaking 
news and information, commentary, 
title changes, match information, and 
several features that PWI readers are 
familiar with, such as the “PW/I Poll,” 
“Ringside” with Bill Apter, “Off The 
Top Rope” with Eddie Ellner, ‘Are- 
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Capt. Lou Albano and Bruno Sammartino have their own phone lines; now they're being joined by 


na Reports,” and ratings. 

Phone Programs, which operates 
out of New York City, has vast expe- 
rience with telephone information 
services. It has operated the ex- 
tremely successful “Sports Phone” 
for many years and also provides a 
financial news service. Former WWF 
manager Capt. Lou Albano and two- 
time former WWF World champion 
Bruno Sammartino have their own 
hotlines, both of which strive to bring 
out the personalities of these two col- 
orful figures. There’s also a wrestling 
gab line, which fans can call to talk 
wrestling with special guest wrestlers 
and other fans. 


RANDOM NOTES 

Windy City newcomer Bam Bam 
Bigelow won a 14-man $10,000 battle 
royal in Chicago on August 12. The 
former WWF star won by dumping 
both Dennis Condrey and Randy 
Rose over the top rope at the same 
time ... NWA World tag team cham- 
pions Tully Blanchard and Am An- 
derson wrestled to a double-disquali- 
fication against U.S. champs The 
Midnight Express in Norfolk, Virgin- 
ia. Afterward, the two teams fought 
all the way back to the dressing 
rooms ... Scott Peterson defeated 
The Grappler for the Pacific North- 
west title on August 5 in Eugene, Or- 
egon ... The Iron Sheik is out of the 
WWF once again. The former World 
champion will wrestle with several 
independent federations ... Brother 
Ernest Angel has disappeared from 
the Continental area. It happened af- 
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ter Alan Martin purchased The Sa- 
moans for an undisclosed donation 
to Emest’s “Wrestling Village U.S.A.” 
... Kerry Von Erich lost his brother 
Kevin’s World Class Texas title to 
Iceman Parsons on August 5 in Dal- 
las after Gen. Skandor Akbar used a 
foreign object on Kerry. Kerry was 
substituting for Kevin, who injured 
his night big toe during a match 
against Kamala ... The WWF's first 
card at the Greensboro Coliseum— 
formerly exclusive NWA temitory— 
drew a disappointing crowd of ap- 
proximately 3,600 with a Hulk Hogan 
vs. Andre the Giant main event... 
Mike Sharpe Sr. died this past Au- 
gust in California. Mike (father of 
WWF wrestler ‘Iron’? Mike Sharpe) 
and Ben Sharpe were an outstanding 
tag team in the 1940s and ‘50s ... 
Jim Carlisle, who was the voice of 
the NWA’s Fred Ward Promotions in 
Columbus, Georgia, also died in Au- 
gust at the age of 47. 


THE LAST WORD 

Dusty Rhodes was pretty proud of 
himself after putting down NWA TV 
champion and Syracuse University 
graduate Mike Rotundo on a recent 
NWA broadcast. “Mike Rotundo, 
you know why they stil got natural 
grass on the football field at Syra- 
cuse?” Rhodes cracked. ‘That's 
where they graze their homecoming 
queen, baby.” But Dusty should 
check his facts: the football field in 
The Camer Dome, SU’s indoor stadi- 
um, is covered with synthetic 
grass! a 
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IN THIS CORNER 


By Gersh Kuntzman 





A FINGER ON THE PULSE 


OF THE FANS 


OVE HIM OR hate him, Ed Koch, the mayor of New 

York, embodies the very essence of the New York 
expenence. Loud, egotistical, and firm in the belief that 
New York is the only city in the world that matters, Koch 
continues to be elected (even though he’s hated by hun- 
dreds of thousands of people) because New Yorkers 
know he’s one of them. For better or for worse, New 
Yorkers know that whenever they need someone to lis- 
ten, Ed Koch will hear them out. 

As a politician, Koch is an anachronism. Sure, he courts 
public opinion as shamelessly as any public servant, but 
Koch differs from most of his political peers because he’s 
genuinely concemed with the well-being of his constitu- 
ency. When Koch asks a crowd of New Yorkers his 
standard “How’m I doin’?” he knows he’s going to hear 
many negative responses. But Koch is not after public 
accolades, he’s after public opinion. Only by hearing 
what's on the minds of the voters can Koch hope to serve 
the city he loves. 

That’s the same instinct that governs my goals as a 
wrestling journalist. By hearing the voice of the fans and 
using the power of the media, I hope to author the 
changes that you, the fans, believe are best for the game. 
And isn't that ultimately our goal, to improve the sport of 
wrestling? 

Thus, it was with great optimism that I attended my first 
wrestling card as a member of the Wrestling 88 staff last 
month at New York’s famous Madison Square Garden. I 
didn’t go just to enjoy an evening of live wrestling; I’ve 
done that hundreds of times before. I went to meet the 
fans, to hear their gnpes, and to witness the birth of 
change in wrestling. As I stood before the awe-inspiring 
arena that prepared to engulf me, I knew that there 
could be nothing more satisfying than serving the fans. I 
entered the Garden. 

Immediately, I was spotted by a number of fans at 
ringside who'd seen me walk in—reporter’s notebook in 
hand—weaning a yellow Pro Wrestling Illustrated T-shirt. I 
stopped to chat with them about the state of the sport. 
Once they ascertained that I wanted to be their personal 
crusader, they let loose a torrent of criticisms. 

“You know what I don’t like?” said David Kamp of 
North Brunswick, New Jersey. “I don’t like the way a 
champion can retain his title even if he loses. There’s no 
incentive to do anything but run away, get counted out, 
or have your manager interfere. Championship matches 
never live up to their hype.” 
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He’s right. Nowadays, for example, NWA champion 
Ric Flair rarely wins by clean pinfall, opting instead to get 
himself disqualified. He can afford to lose by disqualifica- 
tion; he still keeps the title! It’s not exactly championship 
wrestling. 

Those fans in the ringside seats really knew the game. 
After chatting for a few more minutes, I decided it was 
time to move to the cheap seats to see if all the Garden 
fans were so knowledgeable. They didn’t let me down. 

The fans in the less expensive seats are the regulars, 
the people who attend so many wrestling cards they 
can't afford to splurge for ringside seats. The upper deck 
has sort of become their home away from home. I felt 
honored to be accepted up there. 

“So you're a reporter, huh? So you want to be the 
‘Voice of the Fans,’ huh?” asked one of the hardened 
mat enthusiasts. “Maybe you can do something for us. 
The real fans. The ones up here.” 

“Go on,” I said in the confident tone that spoke of my 
commitment to serving the mat world. 

“Have them abolish pay-per-view,” he said. “It's too 
expensive. Why do I have to pay big bucks to see the 
matches when I already pay monthly charges to my ca- 
ble company? Twenty-five bucks for WrestleMania IV? 
Sure, it was good action, but what a waste of money! If 
this keeps up, people will have to pay to watch The 
World Series! It could happen, you know!” 

This was another fan with a good point. Pay-per-view 
has the potential to price the real fans right out of the 
market. Cable television is expensive enough, but usually 
falls short of showing the best cards. It's like seeing the 
dessert in the bakery window, but not having enough 
money to buy it. 

These fans had me thinking about the pledge I made 
at the start of this column. In dedicating myself to serving 
the fans, I am undertaking to repair, from within, the 
sport we all love. The voice of the fans is seldom heard 
over the clink of the federation coffers filled with the 
fans’ hard-earned dollars. The voice of the fans never 
shatters the noise made by federation presidents as they 
laugh their way to the bank. 

You have a gripe? Send it to me, Gersh Kuntzman, in 
care of Wrestling 88, and I'll make sure your voice is 
heard. 

The only question remaining is, “How’m I doin’?” 


Gersh Kuntzman is associate editor of this magazine. 





WRESTLING’S 





Cee ne eee ee ee ee eee ae 


GREAT EST, Ssun. 


SUBSCRIPTION DEAL >a 






like G 
ING 
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Newsstand Price! 


Your savings in ordering a combination subscription to Inside Wrestling and 
The Wrestler is the equivalent of getting 8 [SSUES FREE! 
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INSIDE WRESTLING 
(Published Monthly) 





INSIDE WRESTLING and THE WRESTLER cover all 
the excitement and drama of wrestling—not just in one 
federation, but in all of them! Honest hard-hitting cover- 
age of your favorite sport has made INSIDE WRES- 
TLING and THE WRESTLER favorites of fans for over 
two decades. Our staff of reporters and photographers 
bring you ringside action like no other magazines can! 
© 
Subscribe now and receive the next 12 issues of either 
INSIDE WRESTLING or THE WRESTLER for just $17. 
Or subscribe to both magazines and receive 24 action- 
packed issues for the bargain price of just $27—a 
savings of $15 off the regular newsstand price! And 
every issue will be delivered directly to your door in a 
protective manila envelope to help prevent damage dur- 


ing shipping. 
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24 SENSATIONAL ISSUES FOR ONLY $27. 


MAKE CHECK PAYABLE AND SEND TO: 


T.V. SPORTS 
Box 48 


Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


On new subscriptions, please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first magazine 


_] INSIDE WRESTLING—$17.00 12 issues 


|] THE WRESTLER—$17.00 12 issues 
| | BOTH MAGAZINES—$27.00 24 issues 


Please enter my subscription for the magazine(s) | have checked above. 
|am enclosing proper payment in full. (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 


NAME 
FN CEE te ba ee I tr lt 
CITY STATE 


| | Renewal 
|| New Subscription 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada. All other countries please send $21 for each single subscription and $32 for each combination subscription.) 
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JIM CORNETTE: 


“THE HORSEMEN HAVE DODGED MY MEN TOO LONG” 


ET ME TELL you something: The 

more I get to know J.J. Dillon, the less 
respect I have for him. I can’t understand 
his rationale for letting his boys Am Ander- 
son and Tully Blanchard dodge top com- 
petitors. It makes them look like a bunch 
of sissy boys! Well, you know what? They 
are a bunch of sissy boys! Well, the sissy- 
boy Horsemen have dodged my men for 
too long! 

When I first met with Dillon to discuss 
the possibility of a Four Horsemen-Mid- 
night Express title match, he tried to hand 
me a bunch of bull about how we've al- 
ways been fnends and that The Midnight 


a J tT 
Express didn't need the World tag team Jim comette is demanding that his 
belts and that his team had nothing to gain Midnight Express go up against The 


by putting up their World title against our Four Horsemen. 
“secondary” title. 

secondary title, my butt! If the Horsemen hadn't finally 
accepted our challenge, the word would have been out 
once and for all: The Four Horsemen are sissies. As in, 

sissy, sissy, sissy, sissy! I think you get the picture. 

So did Mama. She doesn’t like sissy boys. That’s why she 
loves “Sweet” Stan Lane and “Beautiful” Bobby Eaton, the 
twin sons of different mothers that make up The Midnight 
Express, Stan and Bobby are not only great wrestlers, they 
can party The Four Horsemen night under the table. 

The Horsemen are mighty proud of their reputation for 
living the high life. Dillon says that when the Horsemen 
go out to party, each one has his own limousine. Mama 
appreciates that. Who else do you think is renting them 
those limos anyway? The more those boys drive around, 
the more green Mama slips into her money market. 

The Horsemen have a reputation for enjoying the finest 
in food and drink. Where it comes from, however, I'll 
never know. Back when we were discussing the contract 
that would pit the Horsemen and the Express, title 
against title, Mama and I had the entire Horsemen clan 
over for lunch. What a bunch of uncultured sloths they 
tumed out to be. 

Anderson only wanted to drink Pabst Blue Ribbon 
beer, even though our manservant Charles continually 
offered him the finest champagnes. Blanchard brought 
his own potato chips and got grease all over the divan. 
Ric Flair spent most of the aftemoon making long-dis- 
tance phone calls and trying to find a date for the eve- 
ning. He failed. 

But by far, the most amusing incident of the afternoon 
was when we finally got the Horsemen to sit down 
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for lunch. A veritable comucopia of di- 
verse victuals were planned. Of course, 
they were pretty much unappreciated by 
_ those bums. 

_ When the appetizers were brought out, 
_.._ Barry Windham tore into them faster than a 

_ hungry sow. He started eating with both 
| hands and sopping up the garlic-butter 
sauce with his roll. 

“Hey, these are pretty good,” Barry said 
as the sauce dnpped down his face. 
“What are they.” 

“Escargots,” Mama said bluntly. 

“Escargots?”’ Windham said, stuffing sev- 
eral more of the morsels into his mouth. 

“What's that?” he asked casually. 

“Snails,” I said. 

Upon hearing that, Windham immediately 
spit out a mouthful of the halfchewed sea- 
food onto the middle of the table, pushed his chair back 
rudely, and overtumed his plate. He ran off, trying his 
hardest to spit out any bit of the remaining snail meat. It 
was as disgusting as it was amusing. Mama, however, was 
not amused and vowed never to invite those boors back. 

Since that day, a state of war has existed between my 
Express and those four horses. Dillon calls our U.S tag 
team championship “secondary belts.” In sissyspeak (the 
official language of the Horsemen), that means they'll find 
a way to dodge us again. 

Well let me tell you something, J.J. Dillon. The U.S. 
belts are not secondary in any way. In fact, holding the 
U.S. tag belts demands a hell of a lot more wrestling skill 
than using a shoe as a weapon, then getting disqualified 
to save your precious belts. In U.S. belt competition, The 
Midnight Express have wrestled The Fantastics in the 
most grueling senes of matches in the history of the 
game. 

A senes of matches provides two teams with the op- 
portunity to get to know each other so closely that it 
forces teams to constantly develop new strategies. That’s 
where the genius of a manager comes into play. And 
that's the reason we're able to keep one step ahead of 
The Fantastics. 

The Horsemen, however, rarely engage in a senes of 
matches. In fact, they usually move on before their com- 
petition gets wise to just how cowardly they are. They 
have yet to be seasoned by competition like The Mid- 
night Express. 

They're soft. 

And they're sissies. C 
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The Von Enrich 





family has long as . 


been known as 
“The First Family 
Of Professional 
Wrestling.’ Now, 
a deluxe-quality 
videotape and 
collectors’ edition 
hardcover book 
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bring all the excitement, ‘ 
drama, tragedy, and tn- : 
umph of the Von Enchs - 
into your home! : 
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THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE is an up-close and personal look 
at the Von Enrich legend culled from the extensive video library of World Class 
Championship Wrestling and featuring at-home interviews with Keny, Kevin, 
Mike, and Fnitz. This program will be a valuable addition to your videotape col- 
lection. (Sorry, VHS format only is available in this special offer.) Included in this 





sensational 70-minute tape: 

against King Kong Bundy. 

Kevin won the World Class American belt! 
Race. 


Gen. Skandor Akbar, and a battle against John Tatum. 


@ Rare footage of Chns Von Erich; Fnitz vs. Joe Blanchard; David spanking Sunshine; six- 


® The complete March 4, 1983, Kevin Von Ench-Terry Gordy match in which 
® Highlights of David Von Erich battling Jim Garvin, Kamala, and Harley 
@ The entire May 6, 1984, bout in which Kerry Von Ench captured the NWA 


World ttle from Ric Flair at Texas Stadium in front of 43,518 fans. 
®@ Highlights of Mike Von Erich’s November 24, 1983, debut match against 


@ The entire June 1, 1982, Fntz Von Ench no-disqualification retirement match 


man action featuring Mike, Lance, & Kevin, and David, Kevin, and Kerry; and Mike’s hospital- 


ization from toxic shock syndrome. 
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THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUMis a magnificent 
history of the entire Von Ench family in words and pictures. 


' Subtitled “Tragedies And Triumphs Of America’s First Fam- 


ily Of Wrestling,” the book chronicles Fritz, Doris, Kevin, 
David, Kerry, Mike, and Chris—plus rare photos of Jack—in 
over 100 black-and-white photographs and 32 pages of daz- 
zling color photography. Many of these photos are from the 
Von Erich personal family scrapbooks (including many 
baby photos and school portraits) and have neverbeen 
published anywhere—until now! This beautifully designed 
hardcover volume measures 82x11 and is 128 pages in 
length. You'll be proud to add this to your personal library. 


Make check or money order payable and send to: 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


PLEASE RUSH ME: 
_| THE VON ERICHS: FRONT ROW RINGSIDE videotape (VHS orders only) 
(| THE VON ERICHS: A FAMILY ALBUM hardcover book 
_]|] MONEY-SAVING SUPERFAN PACKAGE!—one each: videotape and book 


@ $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage and handling) for each Front Row Ringside tape I am ordering. 
@ $15.95 ($13.95 plus $2.00 postage and handling) for each A Family Album book 1am ordering. 
@ $44.95 ($39.95 plus $5.00 postage and handling) for each Superfan Package I am ordering. 


NAME: 
ADDRESS: 


The 
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For all orders except U.S. and Canada, add $2.00 for each tape ordered and $4.00 for each book ordered. Sorry, we cannot accept 
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BECOME A SUBSCRIBER! 

Since 1979, the undeniable leader in wrestling journalism has been 

Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Subscribe now and never miss an issue of the 
sport's most respected magazine. Wrestling is the only sport with non-stop 
action the whole year round, and nobody covers the action better than 
PWI. 


12 BIG ISSUES A YEAR 


PWfs award-winning staff is always on the scene where the action is, 
providing the most complete coverage of the sport available anywhere. 
From the great staff of writers through the dramatic peak-action 
photographs to the magnificent full-color pinup, PW/ brings wrestling from 
the arena into your home. 


FULL-COLOR PINUP 

Each issue of PW/ contains a spectacular FULL-COLOR PINUP of one of 
wrestling’s greatest superstars, plus an in-depth career biography of that 
wrestler. They are worth the price of a subscription by themselves! 


SUBSCRIBERS SAVE MONEY 

A year’s subscription to PWI—12 big issues—is only $22. And that 
includes the higher-priced special magazines such as the color-packed 
‘““SuperCards” issue and the sensational year-end awards issue. It’s an 
unbeatable deal! You save over $5 off the newsstand price, and you have 
every issue delivered directly to your door in a protective manila envelope. 
Don’t delay—subscribe today! 
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Send To: TV SPORTS [|] New (! Renewal : 
BOX 48 12 BIG ISSUES ONLY $22.00 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 A SAVINGS OF OVER $5.00! 


Yes, I’m ready for all the action and excitement of wrestling’s greatest magazine! Please enter my subscription 
for the next 12 issues of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. | am enclosing $22.00 (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) as payment in full. 


NAME 
ADDRESS APT. 


CITY STATE ZIP 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. All other countries $27.00.) 
Please allow up to eight weeks before you receive your first issue. 





June 1982/COLOR PINUP: Nick Bock- 
winkel. Adonis & Ventura, Snuka, 


Patera, Flair. 


August 1982/COLOR PINUP; Dino Bra- 
vo. Steamboat & Rich, Andre, Martel, 


Piper, Blassie. 


October 1982/COLOR PINUP: Jerry 
Lawler. Ric Flair, Rhodes, Graham, 


Race, Funk Jr. 


January 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ken 
Patera. Rick Steamboat, Rich, Brody, 


Sullivan, Backlund. 


February 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan 
Putski. Rhodes vs. Garvin, Snuka, Su- 
per Destroyer, Bockwinkel, Funk. 

April 1983/COLOR PINUP: Superstar be 
Graham. Mil Mascaras, Valentine, Orn- f 


dorff, Hart. 


June 1983/COLOR PINUP: Cowboy 
Bob Orton. Rick Martel, Von Erich, 


Slaughter, Muraco. 


July 1983/COLOR PINUP: Ivan Koloff. 
Tommy Rich, Patera, Von Erich, Snuka. 
August 1983/COLOR PINUP: Larry 
Zbyszko. Roddy Piper, Sullivan, Zbys- 
zko, Von Erich, Wrestling II. 

October 1983/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 
yard Dog. Tommy Rich, Johnson, Ado- 


nis, Rhodes, Piper. 


November 1983/COLOR PINUP: 
Roddy Piper. Harley Race, Santana, 
Mascaras, Ellering, Valiant, Race. 


December 1983/COLOR PINUP: Wa- 
hoo McDaniel. Dusty Rhodes, Hayes, 
Steamboat, Hansen, DiBiase. 


January 1984/COLOR PINUP: Harley 
Race. Rick Martel, Snuka, Freebirds, 


Dillon, Sawyer. 


February 1984/COLOR PINUP: Jim 
Garvin & Sunshine. Greg Valentine, Su- 
per Destroyer, Race, Sawyer, Abdullah. 
June 1984/COLOR PINUP: Dick Slater. 
Ted DiBiase, Wrestling II, Magnum T.A., 


Patera, Hogan. 


July 1984/COLOR PINUP: Paul Eller- 
ing. Jimmy Valiant, JYD, Fab Ones, 


Gagne, Windham. 


August 1984/COLOR PINUP: Stan 
Hansen. Jerry Lawler, Sullivan, Slaugh- 
ter, Blackwell & Patera, Flair. 

October 1984/COLOR PINUP: Billy 
Jack. Kerry Von Erich, Martel, Blan- 
chard, Fabulous Blonds, Armstrong. 
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November 1984/COLOR PINUP: Rick 
Martel. Sgt. Slaughter, Von Erich, Road 
Warriors, Windham, Rotundo. 


January 1985/COLOR PINUP: Tito 
Santana. Road Warriors, Billy Jack, 
Hayes, 1984 fan ballot. 

February 1985/COLOR PINUP: Mag- 
num T.A. Rick Martel, Hogan, Backlund, 
Ellering. 

April 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie Gar- 
vin, Jimmy Snuka, Warriors, Gordy, 
Flair, Rhodes. 

June 1985/COLOR PINUP: Bar 
ham. Dusty Rhodes, Slaughter, 
Von Erich, T.A. 


Wind- 
ogan, 


PRG 








July 1985/COLOR PINUP: Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter. Hogan vs. Piper, Warriors, One 
Man Gang, T.A., Martel. 


September 1985/COLOR PINUP: Junk- 


gan, AWA scouting reports. 

October 1985/COLOR PINUP: Chris 
Adams. Rick Steamboat, Warriors, 
Nikita, WWE scouting reports. 
November 1985/COLOR PINUP: Ran- 
dy Savage. Ric Flair, Slaughter, Steam- 
boat, World Class scouting reports. 
December 1985/COLOR PINUP: Jesse 
Ventura. Great American Bash, Von 
Erich, Orndorff, Williams & DiBiase. 
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January 1986/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 
saw Duggan. Hulk Hogan, T.A., Brody. 
February 1986/COLOR PINUP: Nikita 
Koloff. Mike Von Erich, Warriors, San- 
tana, Taylor, Barbarian, Race. 
April 1986/COLOR PINUP-: Ric Flair. 
Wendi Richter, Adams & Hernandez, 
Dusty & Warriors vs. Flair & Andersons. 
May 1986/COLOR PINUP: Rick Steam- 
boat. Road Warriors, Humongous, Bull- 
dogs, Hansen vs. Martel. 
June 1986/COLOR PINUP: Kevin Von 
Erich. Hulk Hogan, Adams, Duggan, 
Scott Hall. 
July 1986/COLOR PINUP: King Kong 
Bundy. R & R Express, Hall and Hennig, 
ores ®es | Ventura, Warriors. 
August 1986/COLOR PINUP: Dusty 
Rhodes. Randy Savage, Lugar vs. 
Race, Blanchard vs. Flair, Rude. 
October 1986/COLOR PINUP: John 
Studd. Nikita Koloff, Savage vs. Bundy, 
Landell, Flair vs. Lugar, Simpson. 
November 1986/COLOR PINUP: Baby 
Doll. British Bulld 
sen, Gordy, Flair-Tully-Arn-Ole. 
December 1986/COLOR PINUP: Great 
American Bash. Great American Bash, 
Midnight Rockers, Von Erich, Windham. 
January 1987/COLOR PINUP: Fabu- 
lous Freebirds. Roddy Piper, Nikita vs. 
T.A., Snuka, Simpson. 
February 1987/COLOR PINUP: Savage 
& Elizabeth. UWF Tournament, T.A., 
Baby Doll, Hogan vs. Orndorff. 
April 1987/COLOR PINUP: Lex Luger. 
Dusty & Nikita, DiBiase, DeBeers, Din- 
go, WWF Housecleaning. 
May 1987/COLOR PINUP: Steve Wil- 
liams, Andre-Hogan, UWF Tourny, Al- 
bano, Cornette, Dynamite Kid, Kerry. 
June 1987/COLOR PINUP: Hulk Ho- 
yard Dog. Magnum T.A, Von Erich, Ho- Sel Magnum T.A., Can-Ams, Warriors, 
reebirds, Hall. 
July 1987/COLOR PINUP: Midnight 
Rockers. Steamboat-Savage, Luger, 
Duggan, Garvins, Sting. 
August 1987/COLOR PINUP: Jim Gar- 
vin & Precious. Hogan-Andre, Warriors, 
Windham-Flair, Gordy, Bigelow. 
October 1987/COLOR PINUP: Ted Di- 
Biase. Ric Flair, Williams, Rockers, Ho- 
gan vs. Steamboat, NWA & WWF. 
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Complete your collection of PRO 
WRESTLING ILLUSTRATED. Don’t miss out 
on the excellence that has made PW/ the 
leader in wrestling journalism. PLUS—Each 
issue contains a giant FULL-COLOR poster 
of one of your favorite wrestling stars. 
Quantities limited—order today! [NOTE: 
Cover stories noted in BOLDFACE.] 


November 1987/COLOR PINUP: 
George Steele. Nikita Koloff, Warriors, 
Harts, Hogan, Windham. 

January 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Road Warriors. Ted DiBiase, Flair-Gar- 
vins, Hogan & Ventura, Zbyszko. 
February 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ronnie 
Garvin. Randy Savage, Garvin-Flair, 
Von Erichs, Freebirds. 

April 1988/COLOR PINUP: Rick Martel. 
Lex Luger, Flair-Garvin, Kerry, Survivor 
Series, Iron Sheik. 

May 1988/COLOR PINUP: Sting. An- 
dre, Valentine-Beefcake, Flair, Cornette, 
Owen Hart. 

June 1988/COLOR PINUP: Tully Blan- 
chard, Hulk Hogan, Muraco, Perez, 
Rockers, Bunkhouse Stampede. 

July 1988/COLOR PINUP: Curt Hennig. 
Hogan vs. Andre, Express vs. Rockers, 
Beefcake, Perez, Rotundo-Sting. 
August 1988/COLOR PINUP: Al Perez. 
Savage & Hogan, Gilbert-Lawler, Four 
Horsemen, Kerry Von Erich. 

October 1988/COLOR PINUP: Ultimate 
Warrior. SE aN OOe, Lawler, Wil- 
liams, Steamboat, Varsity Club. 
November 1988/COLOR PINUP: The 
Midnight Express, Hogan, Rhodes, Ex- 
press, Powers of Pain. 

December 1988/COLOR PINUP: Hack- 


saw Duggan. Four Horsemen, Brody, 
Bigelow, Garvin, Precious. 


s, Von Erich, Han- 
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CROSSFIRE 





RONNIE GARVIN 


Almost everyone in the sport of wrestling has deep respect for Senior Editor Bill Apter. 
Associate Editor Eddie Ellner is an exception. He doesn’t care for Apter 

or his views on professional wrestling. Each issue, these two editors will grill a wrestler 
about hot issues in his career, catching the grappler in the CROSSFIRE! 


BILL APTER: Today we welcome to 
“Crossfire” 
champion Ronnie Garvin. Ronnie, 
your career has undergone some 
profound changes in the past year. I 
have some questions for you. 
RONNIE GARVIN: That’s why I’m 
here, Dollar Bill. 

EDDIE ELLNER: Why do you call 
him “Dollar Bill’’? 

RG: During an NWA convention in 
St. Maarten, Bill and I and some 
other wrestlers hit a few bars and 
restaurants. Every time the check 


former NWA World i 


The unedited transcript follows 


would come, Bill would flash the a 


same dollar and tell everyone his 
wallet was in his room. Never did 
remember to pack that wallet, did 
you, Bill? 

EE: You must understand, Bill’s wife 
gets upset if he orders extra tomato 
on his sandwich. 

BA: Ellner, if you had any money, 
maybe you'd have a right to criticize. 
Since every bill collector in New 
York City has a bounty on your head, 
I suggest you be quiet. 

EE: Money ... it’s a gas. Ronnie Gar- 
vin, how. much money did Gary Hart 
and J.J. Dillon pay you to attack 
Dusty Rhodes? 

RG: An undisclosed amount. 

EE: Undisclosed usually means six 
figures. 

RG: I won’t argue with that. 

BA: I never thought I'd live to see 
the day money became Ronnie Gar- 
vin's master. I thought you had more 
integnty than that. 

RG: You know, it’s damn painful to 
keep doing something you hate. I 
never liked taking orders, especial- 
ly from fat over-the-hill cows. 

EE: J can name that bovine in.two 
notes. Dusty Rhodes, nght? 

RG: You got it. I’m sick of listening 
to his garbage. Dusty’s been jealous 
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Ronnie Garvin fights his way off the mat against 
Ric Flair. It may be a long time before Garvin 
gets another title shot. 


of me ever since I won the NWA 


title. He wanted to be the head man 
in the NWA. But with The Four 
Horsemen, myself, Lex Luger, and 
Sting around, he’s losing his power 
base. I got tired of listening to him. 
If you don’t follow your heart, 
you’re nothing. 

EE: I know what you're talking 
about. I had to do wnite a pro-Hulk 
Hogan puff piece for this issue. I was 
vomiting between paragraphs. 

BA: I thought it was the best stuff 
I've ever seen you do. 

EE: What, the story? 

BA: No, the puking. 

RG: Let me tell you something 
about Dusty Rhodes... 

EE: Uh-oh, I think I’m going to be 
sick again. 

RG: It’s a damned three-ring circus 
in here. Can’t anyone complete a 
lousy thought? 

BA: Your head is filled with plenty of 
lousy, polluted thoughts lately. How 
can you tum your back on your 
fnends and fans? How can you ped- 


dle your professional soul for a few 
lousy dollars? 
EE: Do you think we can conduct 
the rest of this interview without the 
usual drivel about this man’s loyalty 
to the fans? A man has a responsibul- 
ity to himself. In this business, it’s 
hard enough to take care of your 
own backside, much less worry 
about how the fans will react to you. 
RG: Give me a chance and I’ll ex- 
plain, although I certainly don’t 
have to defend my actions to any- 
one, especially to the press and the 
fans. 
BA: You say Hart and Dillon cut you 
a six-figure deal. I know that doesn’t 
mean you got $1,000.27, we're talking 
about a lot of money. 
RG: Listen, if you have a precon- 
ceived notion as to why I attacked 
Dusty Rhodes, what purpose is it for 
me to be here? If you’re not going 
to listen to me, I’m going to leave. 
I’m telling you money wasn’t the 
sole reason I smashed Rhodes over 
the head. I got tired of hearing 
Rhodes yapping away. I got tired of 
his big ego and big belly. And I felt 
I owed Barry Windham more than I 
owed anyone else. I elected to inter- 
fere. I didn’t sell out. Nobody owns 
Ron Garvin. 
BA: That’s not what you seemed to 
indicate nght after the attack. 
EE: Shut up, Bill) Ronnie, what pre- 
cisely is the nature of your agree- 
ment with Dillon and Hart? 
RG: I have a flexible personal ser- 
vices contract with them. I can get 
out of it anytime I want. The money 
is damned good. I’m not going to lie 
and tell everyone the money doesn’t 
matter. But everyone is hollering 
like I shot the President or some- 
thing. So I punched out Dusty 
(Continued on page 58) 


‘“So | punched out Dusty Rhodes—so 
what? I was well paid for it by J.J. 
Dillon and Gary Hart. My hands of 
stone have given me a fistful of cash, 
~ and that’s the way I like it.”’ 





Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


LORDS OF THE RING 


The first wrestling videotape ever is a power-packed hour of action 
and excitement featuring highlights from some of the most memora- 
ble matches and star-studded cards ever held. 


Some Of The Historic Matches You Will See: 

@Kerry Von Erich wins the NWA title from Ric Flair 

@Ric Flair’s victory over Kerry in their Japanese rematch 

®@ Roddy Piper vs. Greg Valentine in a dog-collar match 

@ Ric Flair regains the NWA title from Harley Race in a bloody cage 
match at ‘‘Starrcade ’83”’ 

@The Road Warriors vs. The Fabulous Ones 

@The Von Erichs vs. The Freebirds 

@ Junkyard Dog vs. The Missing Link 

@Plus: A Tribute To David Von Erich; Comedian Andy Kaufman’s 
match against Jerry Lawler; George Thorogood’ Ss nentroceing MTV 
video hit “Willie And The Hand Jive” 

@ All this, and much, much more. 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


SS a ae A ca yc ee —-----+ 


Make check or money order payable and send to: | 
TV SPORTS 

BOX 48 LORDS OF THE RING | 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! 


Please check which format you want: L) VHS C) Beta 


$44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & handling) for each 


| 

Please rush me copies of Lords Of The Ring. | enclose 7 
tape | am ordering. | 
| 
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Pro Wrestling Illustrated’s 


RINGMASTERS: 


THE GREAT AMERICAN BASH 


The latest from the PWI video library is an hour of action from “The 
Great American Bash’’—one of 1985's best cards. More than 30,000 
people filled Charlotte Stadium to witness an evening of super wres- 
tling excitement. Order the tape today and reserve your ringside seat 
for the hottest ticket in wrestling. 


The Card At “The Great American Bash’’: 

®@ Main Event: Ric Flair vs. Nikita Koloff for the NWA World title 
@The Road Warriors vs. Ivan Koloff & Krusher Khrushchev 

®@ Dusty Rhodes vs. Tully Blanchard (cage match) 

@ Magnum T.A. vs. Kamala 

@Jimmy Valiant vs. Paul Jones 

@Ole & Am Anderson vs. Buzz Sawyer & Dick Slater 

® Buddy Landell vs. Ron Bass 

®Plus an outrageous six-man tag team match 


Suggested List Price: $59.95 
Special Magazine Offer: $39.95 (+ $5.00 postage & handling) 


re check or money order payable and send to: 

| tv sports | 
| BOX 48 RINGMASTERS | 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 Save $15! l 
| Please check which format you want: CL) VHS L) Beta | 
7 Please rush me ...... copies of Ringmasters: The Great American | 

Bash. | enclose $44.95 ($39.95 for the tape plus $5.00 postage & 

| handling) for each tape | am ordering. | 
| Name | 
| Address | 
| City State _ Zip _ sj 


For all orders except U.S. & Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape ordered for air mail. 
U.S. funds only. Please allow 34 weeks for delivery. 





SCOUTING REPORT 


Avid wrestling fans, like the wrestlers themselves, keep close tabs on the career 
progress of their favorite stars. The editors of Wrestling 88 invite you to clip this 
page, save it, and compare this issue’s ‘‘Scouting Report’’ with those of future 
featured wrestlers 


CURT HENNIG 


SPEED: Although Hennig relies strongly on his wrestling ability, speed 
is not an important part of his basic repertoire. In fact, it's something that 
most people don’t even notice about Hennig, simply because he rarely 
wins or loses a match because of speed. But that could change now that 
Hennig is in the WWF, where lumbering musclemen mle and men who 
can get around the ring, such as Hennig, must use every advantage they 
can. This speed, which Hennig does have at his disposal, B 
could be important in wearing down a larger opponent. + 


STRENGTH: Not too many years ago, Hennig’s lack of strength was a 
big problem. But that was before he teamed with Scott Hall and was 
goaded by his partner into undergoing a strenuous weight-training pro- 
gram that added significant power and strength to his 6’3”, 235-pound 
frame, Although he's still too small to overpower men such as The Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Hercules Hernandez, and Brutus Beefcake, he probably 
wouldn't fair too poorly in a test of strength against Randy Savage or Rick 
Rude. But strength won’t be Hennig’s biggest asset in the WWF. Once 
again, he won't lose a match because of it. But he won't B 

win one, either. ate 


TECHNICAL KNOWLEDGE: An outstanding scientific wrestler, 
perhaps the best in the sport, along with Ric Flair. In the WWF, only Ted 
DiBiase can come close to matching him. Curt learned the basics of the 
sport from his father, Larry “The Ax” Hennig, and he obviously learned 
well. He is a master of all of the amateur moves, but has learned to apply 
them to the professional game. Hennig’s stunningly quick cradle suplex is 
even more devastating than the one used by Harley Race. It’s an out- 
standing finishing maneuver for which there are few A 
defenses. “+ 


PHYSICAL CONDITION: Well-defined but not over-defined. 
Strong but not too bulky. Hennig is supple and able to go the distance in 
60-minute matches. This is a guarantee: Hennig will not be wom down by 
any wrestler in the WWF. He knows how to pace himself, but can also 
wrestle all-out for long periods of time. Again, the comparison is to Ric 
Flair. Hennig knows when to slow things down and when to speed them 
up, and he can do either because he’s in fine muscular and aerobic 
condition. The Ultimate Warrior and Hercules Hernandez might be im- 
pressive physical specimens, but Hennig has a body made 

for wrestling. A ae 


RING INTELLIGENCE: In his World championship tag team with 
Scott Hall in 1986, Hennig displayed his leadership abilities. As AWA 
World champion for more than a year, Hennig displayed his ability to 
psych out an opponent, tum a match in his favor, and escape with his title 
intact even when losing. His father Larry, a brawler himself, taught his son 
all aspects of the sport, and Curt obviously learned his lessons well. One 
major shortcoming, however: Hennig’s arrogance often costs him. He gets 
too cocky and confident. Hennig is now in the WWF, a A 
small fish trying to grow in a big pond. He must be careful. 


OVERALL GRADE: As an all-around wrestler, Hennig is probably 
on a par with Ted DiBiase. And like DiBiase, Hennig will most likely 
never win the WWF World title. Although Hennig is a fine scientific 
wrestler, he lacks the acrobatic skills and strength necessary to make it to 
the top. Hennig will have to add something to his repertoire if he hopes 
to make it big in the WWF. Of course Curt, unlike his father, has always 
been an overachiever. Perhaps he has a surprise in store 

for us. A ieee 
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HEAD TO HEAD 





RICK 
MORTON 





They've held the NWA World tag team title four times 
from 1985 through 1987. In 1986, the fans voted them Pro 
Wrestling Illustrated’s Tag Team of the Year. In 1988, 
after leaving the NWA, a huge letter-wnting campaign by 
the fans brought them back. Together, they have been 
one of the most successful and popular tag teams in the 
history of the game. 

And now they are no more. 

The Rock 'n’ Roll Express have split up. 

As a team, Rick Morton and Robert Gibson were as 
popular as they were gifted. Masters of aenal and scien- 
tific skills, the Rock 'n’ Rolls had a well-deserved reputa- 
tion for unparalleled speed and agility. Their consider- 
able ring skills, coupled with their honesty and integnity, 
made them immensely popular with the fans. 

Other teams, clearly hoping to cash in on the Rock 'n’ 
Rolls’ success, began copying Ricky and Robert. Teams 
like The Midnight Rockers, The Rock ’n’ Roll RPMs, and 
The Fantastics were all born out of a desire to capitalize 
on Morton and Gibson’s success. Through all the imita- 
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ROBERT 
GIBSON 








tors—and a lengthy and legendary feud with The Mid- 
night Express—the Rock 'n’ Rolls have survived both in 
the ning and in the hearts of their fans, Ricky and Robert 
were the onginals, and the fans knew it. 

Their breakup will leave a gap in the sport that will be 
impossible to fill. Together or apart, Morton and Gibson 
are beloved. Were they to wrestle each other, most fans 
would have a hard time even watching the match, let 
alone be able to choose one man to root for. Such is the 
love for Morton and Gibson. Indeed, a match between 
the two, though highly unlikely, would be like throwing a 
boulder into a quiet pond; shock waves would reverber- 
ate throughout the entire wrestling community. 

In a “Dream Match” in the Spring 1987 edition of 
Wrestling Superstars, Morton and Gibson battled to a 
double-countout. Would that happen if the two men met 
one-on-one in the nng today? In the wake of the Morton- 
Gibson breakup, Wrestling 88 commissioned four ex- 
perts to analyze the outcome of a match between the two 
ex-partners. 


HEAD TO HEAD 


JIM CORNETTE 
Well, let me tell you something. It’s about 
time those two broke up. I was sick of them. 
Everybody always thought they were so 
great. Nah, nah, nah, nah, nah to both of 
them! Thank God the fans actually had in- 
sight and voted The Midnight Express Tag 
Team of the Year in 1987. But anyway, I 
guess I should answer your question since 
you are running out of space. 
A match between Gibson and Morton 
would abound with boredom. Without team- 
mates upon which to rely, Gibson and Morton will both wrestle like a 
Siamese twin who's finally been surgically severed from his brother 
after 20 years. Actually, I've always thought Gibson and Morton wres- 
tled that way, but at least they could always rely on their other half. 

When you've managed tag teams as long as I have, you know that 
when they split up, the matches between the ex-partners become odd 
scientific battles. It's almost as if each combatant is wrestling a mirror. 
The opponent knows every move, every hold, and every set-up ma- 
neuver. There’s not a lot of action because every move is so readily 
anticipated that it creates stagnation. 

This, of course, is no different from your normal Rock 'n' Roll Ex- 
press match. In fact, the only areas in which these two wrestlers excel 
is incompetence. Any singles skills that either may have had at one 
point have surely atrophied. Sort of like their muscles, too. What pathet- 
ic bodies on these guys! Not like “Sweet” Stan Lane and “Beautiful” 
Bobby Eaton, those human highlight films of professional wrestling. 

In the end, the Gibson-Morton match would most likely end in a 
double-disqualification. Gibson will be disqualified for being stupid, 
and Morton will be disqualified for being a sissy boy! 

Jim Cornette manages U.S. tag team champions The Midnight 
Express. 


TULLY BLANCHARD 
I've wrestled Morton and Gibson a lot in 
tag teams, but rarely in singles. With that in 
mind, I hope they wrestle better in singles 
matches. Am and I have had little trouble 
disposing of those two pretty boys in the 
past, and now that they’re apart, we Horse- 
men will continue to take. them lightly. 
Both Morton and Gibson are small fries, 
unable to take on anybody more formidable 
than their pathetic selves, For this reason, I 
ad guess it's a good thing for them that they 
broke up; now thay ll be able to find more competition. Against each 
other, that is. 

If you ask me, Morton is the one with more stamina. I've witnessed 
matches in which the waning moments are solely dominated by Mor- 
ton’s presence in the ring. Gibson is usually off on the ring apron, 
sweating like a pig and gasping for every gulp of air. 

Both Gibson and Morton have fair skills, but in a match such as this, 
aenal skills and holds mean nothing. It’s all endurance. It’s all a matter 
of who can wear the other one down. Morton has also fought a series 
of singles matches against Ric Flair. This gives him a big edge, be- 
cause Ric is the greatest singles wrestler in the history of the game. 
When you're wrestling Ric Flair, you know you're getting valuable 
experience. Ric will teach even the veterans a lesson or two along the 
Way. 

Gibson's solo experience is limited. Gibson’s intelligence is also 
limited. Gibson’s also a slave to fan opinion. Basically, Gibson's riding 
on Morton's coattails. Unfortunately for him, he got off before he 
leamed anything from his superior partner. Look for Morton to beat 
Gibson. 

Tully Blanchard shares the NWA World tag team title with fellow 
Four Horsemen member Arn Anderson. 











| JERRY LAWLER 

I first met Ricky Morton and Robert Gibson 
when they were singles wrestlers in the old 
| Mid-Southemn area. They were good singles 
’ wrestlers, but it would be blind flattery to say 
that they were great. 

When they united in the tag team known 
as The Rock 'n’ Roll Express, you could tell 
} that Morton and Gibson had finally found 
- their niche. 1 remember that day vividly; they 
were very excited by discovering their tue 
gifts. Everyone knew they were natural 
partners. 

Since then, the pair has had great success as a team. Unfortunately, 
that team no longer exists. Ricky and Robert are going to have to get 
used to life without the other, a life that proved rather unprofitable in 
their early days. 

Now you understand why I rarely wrestle in tag teams. Why form an 
alliance with a wrestler when, in all likelihood, he'll end up tuming 
against you? Next thing, you have an opponent bearing down on you 
who knows all your moves, It’s happened to me too many times in the 
past; I'd rather wrestle singles. 

With Morton and Gibson, the damage is already done. But predicting 
the outcome of a match pitting the two of them, that’s tough. They're 
both excellent wrestlers, and they both have a substantial level of ring 
intelligence. Rick has a slight edge in that department, having wrestled 
more solo bouts over the past few years than his partner. 

Otherwise, it's pretty even. Gibson and Morton have similar flying 
skills and they have the same repertoire of moves and holds. But Ricky 
has that edge in singles experience, and I think it would make the 
difference. I'd look for Ricky to surprise Robert with a small package 
for the victory. 

Jerry Lawler is the AWA World champion. 


DUSTY RHODES 

Well, let me tell you something, baby, 
“The Dream’ would be very unhappy in- 
deed if it ever came to this. 1 mean, Robert 
Gibson and Ricky Morton have been friends 
for ages. They've been to my house. They're 
like brothers to me, daddy. I'd hate to see 
them face-to-face in the ning. 

My role right now is not to attempt to pick 
a winner between them, but to try to put a 
bandage on whatever wound still divides 
them. When you're talking to “The Dream,” 
you're talking to a man who knows what betrayal is. I hate to see tag 
teams like The Rock 'n’ Roll Express split up. It’s not the spint of 
wrestling, the spirit which “The American Dream’ Dusty Rhodes up- 
holds each and every time he steps into that ring. 

I don’t want to even think about a Morton-Gibson match. Wrestling is 
a sport of blood-feuds and bitter hatred. To see Ricky and Robert 
going after each other the same way I go after a scum like Barry 
Windham would be a crying shame. 

Ricky and Robert are the closest thing to pure wrestlers I’ve seen in 
a long time. Now when I say “pure,” I am not even vaguely implying 
that “The Dream” or any of his friends are anything but wholesome and 
example-setting members of society, 

What I mean is that Ricky and Robert wrestle without getting waylaid 
by brutality and revenge. They just get in the ring and wrestle. Because 
they are such gifted athletes, they are always one step ahead of their 
opponents. 

To get me to declare who would win, well, brother, that would mean 
telling you who would lose, and neither of these men is a loser in any 
sense of the word. 

Dusty Rhodes, three-time former NWA World champion, has wres- 
tled professionally for 19 years. 
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SCOREBOARD 


HULK HOGAN vs. ANDRE THE GIANT 





Although Andre the Giant and 
Hulk Hogan have met several times 
over the past year and a half, little 
of the novelty of their feud has 
wom off. 

When they met for the first time 
in more than six years at Wrestle- 
Mania III in March 1987, more than 
90,000 fans packed the Pontiac 
Silverdome to see a memorable 
battle that ended when Hogan 
pinned Andre. 

Their second meeting, on Febru- 
ary 5, 1988, at Market Square Arena 
in Indianapolis, drew a_ sellout 
crowd and was aired during prime 
time on NBC-TV; it was part of the 
first prime-time wrestling program 
in more than 30 years. That contro- 
versial battle ended when the refer- 
ee—who tumed out be an impos- 
ter—gave a three-count on Andre’s 
pin of Hogan, even though “The 
Hulkster’” clearly lifted his shoulder 
at the two-count. Afterward, Andre 
shocked everyone by giving the 
belt to Ted DiBiase. 

But WWF President Jack Tunney 
ordered the title vacant and sched- 
uled a title toumament for Wrestle- 
Mania IV in Atlantic City, New Jer- 
sey. Andre and Hogan were 


granted first-round byes and 
matched up in the second round 
for the third battle of their war. The 
Atlantic City Convention Center 
was packed, and hundreds of thou- 
sands more watched on pay-per- 
view TV as Hogan and Andre bat- 
tled to a double-disqualification. 
Thanks to Hogan, Randy Savage 
won the World title later in the eve- 
ning by defeating Ted DiBiase. Ho- 
gan was summoned to ringside by 
Elizabeth to neutralize the presence 
of Andre. When the referee tumed 
his back to reprimand the 74”, 497- 
pound giant, Hogan hit DiBiase 
over the head with a chair. 
Shortly after WrestleMania IV, 
Hogan decided to take a vacation 
from the sport. His wife, Linda, 
gave birth to their first child, a 
daughter named Brooke, and Ho- 
gan took nearly three months to re- 
lax and enjoy his wife and child. 
But he was obsessed by the knowl- 
edge that his war with Andre still 
hadn't been settled. There stl 
wasn't a clear-cut winner; their last 
two meetings ended inconclusively. 
So when Hogan returned to the 
ring on July 31 for WrestleFest at 
Milwaukee’s County Stadium, it 


seemed nght that his opponent was 
Andre the Giant. Though the stadi- 
um was only half full (the official 
attendance was 27,300 for a card 
that many people thought would 
sell out), Hogan and Andre fought 
as if it was WrestleMania III all over 
again. 

Hogan entered the ring sporting 
a deep tan and looking refreshed, 
stronger, and healthier than ever. 
The crowd welcomed him back 
with a rousing ovation that give him 
the energy to take on Andre—and 
manager Bobby Heenan—in the 
steel cage. 

Indeed, the two wariors wres- 
tled like caged animals. Andre 
bloodied Hogan early in the match 
when he rammed the former 
champ into the cage, but Hogan 
mounted a rally during which he 
repeatedly beat on Andre’s huge 
chest. 

When Hogan tied up Andre in 
the ropes, Heenan climbed into the 
ring. Hogan, however, bmutalized 
Heenan and threw him into Andre, 
knocking out both men. Hogan 
climbed over the top of the cage 
unchallenged and dropped victori- 
ously to the floor to claim victory. 
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SCOREBOARD 





KAMALA vs. KERRY VON ERICH 


~ 


Kamala chokes Kerry 


There are two sides to Kerry Von 
Enich’s World Class heavyweight ti- 
tle reign. 

There’s the good side: Kerry’s ti- 
tle vs. title matches with AWA 
World champion Jerry Lawler. 
These have been some of the most 
exciting and significant matches of 
the year, hard-fought battles be- 
tween two standout competitors. 

Then there’s the dark side: Ker- 
rys WCCW title defenses against 
Kamala, the Ugandan giant man- 
aged by Gen. Skandor Akbar. This 
ferocious man-beast took Hulk Ho- 
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gan to the limit several times last 
year and now has a new target for 
his savagery. 

In mid-June, Kamala scored a 
shocking pinfall victory over Von 
Erich in a non-title match. Since 
then, Kerry has barely managed to 
retain the belt in a series of violent 
title battles, most of which have 
ended in Kamala’s disqualification. 
It seems as if Kamala is more intent 
on killing Kerry than winning his 
title. In fact, it often appears that not 
even Akbar can control this raving, 
violent beast! 


EDDIE GILBERT 
vs. AUSTIN IDOL 


The feud raging in the Continen- 
tal area between Austin Idol and 
Eddie Gilbert recently reached 
new heights when Gilbert was sus- 
pended for, among other things, 
throwing fire in Idol’s face. Back in 
June, however, there was still the 
possibility that Idol and Gilbert 
would form a tag team. 

Paul E. Dangerously, who man- 
ages Gilbert, offered Idol $100,000 
to join his Dangerous Alliance. Idol 
refused, decked Gilbert (whom he 
was supposed to wrestle), then 
made short work of the substitute 
opponent named by Dangerously. 


: Gilbert powders Idol 


Gilbert and Dangerously, howev- 
er, still had plans for Idol. Gilbert 
snuck into the nng and stunned 
him by throwing powder in his 
face. “Hot Stuff’ then knocked out 
Idol with a chair and took out a pair 
of scissors as Dangerously tied up 
Idol. But as Gilbert cut Idol’s hair, 
Mr. Olympia and Shane Douglas 
charged the ning and chased Gil- 
bert and Dangerously back to the 
dressing room. 

But The Dangerous Alliance was 
not finished, and the feud still con- 
tinues unabated. 








SCOREBOARD 


STEVE WILLIAMS vs. KEVIN SULLIVAN 


Judging by the events of the sum- 
mer of 1988, Kevin Sullivan will not 
have very many fond memories of 
this year’s Great American Bash. 

He was on the losing end in sever- 
al tag team and singles matches. The 
top men in his stable, Rick Steiner 
and Mike Rotundo, suffered several 
humiliating defeats. Perhaps worst of 
all, Sullivan was beaten to a virtual 
pulp by Road Wamior Hawk on na- 
tional TV after he ted to attack Pre- 
cious. As Sullivan absorbed the beat- 
ing, Jimmy Garvin rescued his 
beloved wife/manager. 

The initial Bash card of 1988, held 
on June 26 at the Orange County 
Convention Center in Orlando, Flon- 
da, was a portent of doom for Sulli- 
van. With a near-capacity crowd 
watching, Sullivan managed to 
bloody “Dr. Death” with a chair, but 
was disqualified for his actions and 
beaten severely by Williams. 

The trouble started when Sullivan 
whipped Williams to the arena floor 
and followed him out. “The 





she calls herself the toughest lady 
in wrestling and nobody, least of all 
Brandi Mae, will dispute Madusa 
Miceli’s claim. 

“There’s a very good reason why 
I’m the AWA World women’s cham- 
pion,’ Madusa said after her latest 
victory over the top contender for 
the belt. “I’m the toughest, I’m the 
best, and I can whip any woman that 
steps into that nng against me. She 
comes into that ring looking so cute, 
but looks aren’t going to help her 
one little bit. Besides, I’m not only 
the best woman in wrestling, I’m the 
sexiest, too.” 

On this night, Madusa dominated 
Brandi Mae from the opening bell. 
Madusa was particularly ferocious as 
she dug her long fingernails into 
Brandi Mae’s back, then tossed her 
to the arena floor. When Madusa 
climbed through the ring ropes to 
toss her opponent back into the ring, 
Brandi Mae seemed to back off 
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Williams pounds Sullivan 





MADUSA MICELI vs. BRANDI MAE 


~ 


Madusa ties up Brandi Mae 


slightly. But before long, these two 
fierce competitors were back in the 
ning. 


Brandi Mae gained a slight advan- 








Gamesmaster” then grabbed a chair 
from a ringside table and smashed 
Williams over the head. The referee 
immediately called for the bell, but 
Williams was thirsty for revenge. 

After both men climbed back into 
the ring, Williams cornered Sullivan. 
He then climbed to the bottom rope 
and delivered a severe pounding to 
Sullivan’s head, much to the delight 
of the crowd. Sullivan then returned 
to the dressing room, where he pre- 
pared for future Bash beatings. 

“I don’t need no chairs to take 
care of him,’ Williams growled after- 
ward. “I can take care of Sullivan 
with my own two hands. But let me 
warm him: When he lets me taste my 
own blood, he’s the one that’s in 
trouble. ‘Dr. Death’ don’t let nobody 
get the best of him.” 

And for the next 40 days, nobody 
did. It was a different story, however, 
for Sullivan, who discovered that be- 
ing on everybody’s bad side can 
make wrestling a dangerous 
occupation. 





tage when Madusa got distracted by 
a particularly raucous fan; she man- 
aged to whip the champ into the 
ropes for a hard elbow to the chest. 
But an angered Madusa recovered 
and used her head and shoulders to 
back Brandi Mae into the ropes. She 
then flipped Brandi Mae to the mat 
and easily covered her for the three- 
count. 

Miceli’s surly attitude and desire to 
be the best woman wrestler in the 
world have made her a feared nival, 
but that hasn’t affected her schedule 
of title defenses. She’s fought off 
challenges from Brandi Mae, Heidi 
Lee Morgan, and, most recently, 
Magnficent Mimi. But Mimi, like 
Brandi Mae, has been little match for 
Madusa. 

“None of them can beat me,” said 
Madusa, “absolutely none of them. 
And I just keep getting better every 
day. It’s a little frightening, isn't it? 
I’m that good!” O 
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INTERVIEW 88 
MISSY HYATT 


Something odd is happening in the Continental Wrestling Federation. Missy Hyatt, the beautiful blonde 
who is famous for getting into more than her share of trouble, is back at ringside once again. But she’s not 
with Eddie Gilbert—she’s assisting Tom Prichard and other popular stars! 

As strange as it seems, Hyatt, who for the past few years has gained a reputation as a brassy, bossy man- 
eater, is actually hearing cheers for the first time. Hyatt’s change of heart actually began during a CWF televi- 
sion taping in July in Dothan, Alabama, during a match pitting Prichard, the longtime CWF favorite, against 
“Dirty White Boy” Tony Anthony. 

Prichard had recruited female wrestler Bambi to watch his back for him, as Anthony’s valet, Lady Mystic, 
has been interfering in Prichard-Anthony matches for months. After tensions escalated throughout the match, 
all four participants began battling at ringside. Anthony, however, stooped to a heinous new low as he struck 
Bambi to get her away from Mystic. To everyone’s surprise, Hyatt left her commentating position to aid 
Bambi, and led her away from the ringside battle to the safety of the dressing room. 

Later, more surprises: Hyatt announced she would be at ringside for important matches between Prichard 
and Anthony—but she would be aiding Prichard, a man for whom she had nothing but negative comments in 
the past. Hyatt has promised to help Prichard rid the area of both Anthony and Mystic, and the fans have ral- 
lied to her side in remarkable numbers. 

Hyatt has been finding that even television commentating can be a dangerous business. Buoyed by her 
popularity as a color announcer, CWF officials recently rewarded Hyatt by assigning her an interview seg- 
ment on the weekly Continental television show. It was during one of the initial segments with Alan Martin that 
trouble erupted. Martin, the new manager of The Samoans, tried to kiss Hyatt, and Hyatt looked to Eddie Gil- 
bert for assistance. Gilbert, however, told Hyatt that she was on her own. For the first time in her wrestling ca- 
reer, Hyatt was forced to fend for herself. 


Thus far she’s been fending for herself just fine. Her commentary has been less biased, only showing criti- 
cism when it is justified. She also has refused to get involved in matches featuring her husband, Gilbert, and 
his manager, Paul E. Dangerously. She’s also vowed to rid the CWF of Martin and his Samoans. 

Is the world really seeing a new Missy Hyatt, or is this just a ruse in a new plot concocted by Gilbert and his 
lovely spouse? Associate Editor Bob Smith went to Birmingham, Alabama, to speak with Hyatt about recent 


events affecting her career. 


“For a long time, Hyatt has been accused of not having a mind of her own,” reported Smith. ‘That's not 
true at all. Missy is one of the most intelligent interview subjects I've had the chance to work with.” 


WRESTLING 88: Missy, thank you 
for meeting with me today. | guess 
you deserve a great deal of credit 
for your recent actions. 

HYATT: What do you mean? | 
haven't done anything special. 
WRESTLING 88: Sure you have. 
‘You came to the rescue of Bambi 
after that attack by Tony Anthony. 
At that point, you were the only one 
at ringside who could have helped 
her, and you succeeded with flying 
colors. The fans really appreciated 
what you did for her. 

HYATT: It was nothing anyone with 
common sense wouldn't have done, 
really. | mean, what does Anthony 
weigh, 235 pounds, or something 
like that? Anthony had no business 


slapping around a 120-pound fe- 
male. Everybody knows that | feel 
women are an equal to men on an 
intellectual level, but Dirty White 
Boy should have just let Mystic and 
Bambi go at it. At least it would 
have been a fair fight that way. But 
he could have seriously injured 
Bambi. She was pretty torn up by 
the time | could help her out. 

WRESTLING 88: That’s true, but 
you've shocked everybody in wres- 
tling by agreeing to support Prich- 
ard and stand at ringside during his 
matches. The thing that makes this 
all so surprising is that I’ve heard 
you call Prichard every name in the 
book during the past, and now sud- 
denly you're on his side. What 


caused you to change your mind? A 
lot of people still don’t trust you. 

HYATT: Well, Tom had handled 
himself with a great deal of class 
during all of his troubles with Antho- 
ny and Mystic. | mean, he was a 
perfect gentleman a few months 
ago when Mystic came out with that 
phony eye bruise, claiming she'd 
been beaten by Anthony. Tom only 
ended up getting hung from the ring 
ropes by Dirty White Boy, and it’s 
only because he was concerned 
about that woman. Mystic has inter- 
fered in too many matches now, 
and it’s high time for someone to 
even the score. Mystic is an embar- 
rassment to wrestling. She doesn't 
add anything to the sport except 
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providing another scantily-clad body 
for the guys in the audience to ogle 


at. 

WRESTLING 88: It’s funny you 
should make a comment like that. 
Madusa Miceli, the current AWA 
women’s champion, had _ similar 
comments about you in a story titled 
“Why Madusa Miceli Hates Missy 
Hyatt’ in the November issue of 
Pro Wrestling Illustrated. 

HYATT: | don’t know how Madusa 
can have anything bad to say 
against me. I’ve never even met the 
woman. | read the story, and from 
what | gather, she’s upset over the 
time | spent as a valet. But she isn’t 
seeing the entire picture of the con- 
tributions I’ve made to the sport. | 
believe that | make a_ better-than- 
average color commentator on the 
CWF television show, and now I’ve 
been given my own interview seg- 
ment on every show because I've 
done such a good job. | think it’s 
jealousy, to tell you the truth. She’s 
a decent wrestler, but have you 
ever heard her try to give an inter- 
view? She can barely put two sen- 
tences together, whereas I’m part of 
the intellectual elite of wrestling. Ac- 
tually, she comes off as a dunce, 
don’t you think? 

WRESTLING 88: Now you're start- 
ing to sound like the old Missy. 
HYATT: | haven't changed at all! | 
don’t know why everybody is mak- 
ing such a fuss over me lately. You 
know, for months Charlie Platt, who 
does CWF blow-by-blow announc- 
ing, treated me kind of distantly. But 
now that I’ve joined Prichard, Char- 
lie and everybody else around here 
have become a lot more pleasant. 
WRESTLING 88: How do you feel 
about that? 

HYATT: | don't know how to react 
to it, but it does make my job a lot 
easier. In my eyes, | haven't done 
anything special. Plus, if you hear 
my TV commentary, you realize that 
| still give criticisms where they’re 
due. | haven't changed at all, but 
the CWF sure can be a crazy place 
at times! 

WRESTLING 88: It sure is, particu- 
larly where your man, Eddie Gilbert, 
is concerned. Lately, he’s been up 
to his old tricks throwing fire again. 
He’s burned Austin Idol and referee 
John Keaton, and he's’ even 
stooped so low as to hit 14-year-old 
Willie B. Hert Jr. and beat the pack- 
ings out of photographer Sam 
Lowe. But while all this was going 
On, you’re nowhere to be found. 
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Aren’t you concerned about Eddie's 
actions, considering that he was sus- 
pended for a couple of weeks 
recently? 

HYATT: Sure | am. There’s nobody | 
care about more than Eddie. But I’ve 
decided to forge ahead with my own 
career. Eddie has Paul E. Danger- 
ously by his side, and as far as |’m 
concerned, he’s the greatest manag- 
er to hit wrestling in this decade. Ed- 
die’s also the most talented wrestler 
going, and he’s more than man 
enough to take care of himself. 
WRESTLING 88: Apparently, he 
feels you can take care of yourself, 
too. He didn’t really come to your aid 
during that fracas with Alan Martin, 
did he? 

HYATT: Not really. | can fend for 
myself. 

WRESTLING 88: Do you have any 
other comments about that incident? 
HYATT: No. I’ve said all I’m going 
to say about Alan Martin. He can 
kiss those sweaty, greasy Samoans 
of his, for all | care. 

WRESTLING 88: But how about 
Eddie? You've been very critical 
about the way Tony Anthony con- 
ducts himself in the ring, but a lot of 





Missy calls a match with guest commentator Joe Pedicino. In addition to her announcing duties on the 


people think he’s an angel com- 
pared to Gilbert. 

HYATT: | don’t care what people 
believe. Eddie Gilbert is going to be 
the champion of the world, and he’s 
the only man who can beat Jerry 
Lawler for his AWA belt. He'll do 
whatever he feels is necessary to 
get that title. With a brain like Dan- 
gerously behind him, it will only be 
a matter of time before I’m the real 
first lady of wrestling. 

WRESTLING 88: You know, it’s 
comments like those that make you 
so fascinating. On one hand, you're 
outraged when Anthony hits Bambi, 
but you have no reaction at all 
when Eddie Gilbert beats on a 14- 
year-old boy. You're outspoken 
about the way men treat women, 
but then you pose for one of the 
most alluring posters I’ve ever seen. 
You're a whole _— series’ of 
contradictions. 

HYATT: Well, | try to be as well- 
rounded as | can (/Jaughs). | mean, | 
know | have a lot to offer. That’s 
why my poster is on the bestseller 
list. People have tried to pigeonhole 
me during my whole career. At first, 
| was just a pretty face. Then, some 


CWF TV show, Missy has an interview segment known as ‘‘Missy’s Manor.”’ 





Hyatt relaxes after another hectic day of Continental wrestling. She has surprised a lot of people lately 
by siding with fan favorites like Tom Prichard, but Missy insists that she hasn't changed a bit. Eddie 
Gilbert might disagree. 


EDDIE GILBERT: “MISSY’S ON HER OWN NOW” 


Missy Hyatt got a little more than she bargained for when her weekly CWF 
TV segment, “Missy’s Manor,’ debuted. 

It was during the initial “Manor’ that CWF manager Alan Martin would 
decide to use this forum for other purposes. “I’m going to do something I’ve 
always wanted to do,” boasted Martin, who ordered his proteges, The Samo- 
ans, to hold Hyatt’s arms as he planted a huge kiss on the commentator’s lips. 

After the threesome left the set, Hyatt demanded that her husband, Eddie 

Gilbert, take action against Martin. Gilbert 
refused. 

“Hey, Missy has been bugging me for more TV 
time for a year now,” said a smug Gilbert after 
the incident. ‘She finally got what she wanted, 
but she has to realize that she’s on her own now. 
I’m too busy with my own problems. Besides, 
Martin is an old fiend of mine.” 

The incident with Martin has led to rumors of 
an impending split between Gilbert and Hyatt, 

t _ but Gilbert doesn’t seem to care about all the 
Missy & Eddie: quite a team talk. 

“This doesn’t mean I don’t care about Missy,” Gilbert emphasized. “But 
she’s been doing some strange things lately, like siding with that wimp Tom 
Prichard. If that’s what she wants to do, that’s fine. But there’s no way I’m 
gonna get involved. If she wants career independence, then that’s exactly 
what she’s gonna get. This business can be very tough. She'll have to learn to 


handle it.” 
—Bob Smith 





saw me as “‘Eddie’s girl.’’ But over 
the course of 1988 | think I’ve really 
hit my-stride. I’m one of the most in- 
demand TV announcers in the busi- 
ness, I'm helping out at ringside 
when the situation calls for it, and 
I've got Hollywood constantly knock- 
ing at my door for my other obvious 
talents. If I'm a contradiction, so be 
it. At least I'm my own woman. 
WRESTLING 88: That all sounds 
well and good, but there are a lot of 
people who think that Prichard 
shouldn't trust you. They look at 
your long history of chicanery that 
dates all the way back to your first 
appearances in Texas with World 
Class. 

HYATT: What has Missy Hyatt ever 
done that was so bad? Everybody 
hated me in the CWA, too, but | 
never interfered in matches while | 
was there. Sometimes, | wonder 
what | have to do to please people. 
WRESTLING 88: Since you have 
been so active with Continental late- 
ly, | have to ask you who you think 
will emerge as the victor of “The 
Road To Birmingham’ tournament 
to crown a new CWF champion. 
HYATT: Naturally, I'll have to go 
with Eddie. But there are a lot of 
good wrestlers around here. | mean, 
any tournament that will feature 
names like Gilbert, Idol, Prichard, 
Detroit Demolition, Shane Douglas, 
and Mr. Olympia is bound to be the 
most exciting event of the year. But 
there’s no way Eddie won't win it. 
You can bank on him. 
WRESTLING 88: How about the sit- 
uation involving The Nightmares, 
Dan Davis and Ken Wayne, the for- 
mer teammates who now are after 
each other's throats? 

HYATT: Well, to tell you the truth, | 
sided with Dan Davis at first. There 
was a match not long ago when 
Ken pleaded with Danny to be 
friends again, but then Ken sucker- 
punched Dan and beat the pack- 
ings out of him. | thought that was 
pretty low, but not long after that 
Ken joined the stable of Paul E. 
Dangerously. Since then, Paul has 
informed me about what Dan Davis 
is really all about, and since that 
time, I’ve been supporting Ken. | 
just didn’t know all the facts in the 
beginning. 

WRESTLING 88: Well, Missy, 
thanks for your time. I’m sure our 
readers will be very interested in 
what you've had to say. 

HYATT: They should. There’s no- 
body else like me! a 
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Wrestling 88 Exclusive 


By Eddie Ellner 


N A SPORT known for 

its colorful competitors, 
there has never been a 
more dominating, engag- 
ing, and overwhelming 
personality than Hulk Ho- 
gan. His very name has 
come to epitomize all that 
professional wrestling rep- 
resents: skill, courage, 
and indomitability in the 
ring; flamboyance, glitter, 
and visibility outside it. 

The key word is ‘“‘visi- 
bility."" Hogan, more than 
any wrestler the sport has 
ever known, has played 
the media like a_ finely 
tuned instrument. Never 
has an image been so 
carefully crafted to attract 
millions upon millions of 
fans. 

In the years 1985-87, 
as the fan fever known as 
Hulkamania reached its 
apex, Hogan would often 
have several personal ap- 
pearances scheduled for 
the same day in different 
parts of the country. It 
was the schedule of a 
politician, not a wrestler; 
a routine suited for 
Speech-making and 
handshaking, not battling 
heartless killers intent on 
ripping out one’s lungs. 
Yet Hogan endured and 
thrived in the fast-paced 
environment, and suc- 
ceeded in securing his 
legend in battles against 
such wrestling megastars 
as Randy Savage, Don 
Muraco, Roddy Piper, 
King Kong Bundy, and 
Paul Orndorff. 

The gospel according to 
Hulk Hogan created |le- 
gions of Hulkamaniacs 
who worship him like a 
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Beyond 


The Squared 


Circle 


He is idolized around the world as 
one of the greatest athletes to ever 
compete. But out of the ring, Hulk 
Hogan is a homebody, content to 
bask in the company of his wife 
and their new baby. But few fans 
have ever had the opportunity to 
get to know the man beyond the 
squared circle—until now! 





religious figure. For those 
tuning in to the sport for 
the first time, Hogan /s 
professional wrestling. In- 
deed, it can be argued 
that Hulkamania was re- 
sponsible for recruiting 
millions of new fans to 
arenas and TV sets over 
the past five years. And 
what an introduction to 
the sport he presented! 
Mesmerized by his peer- 
less charisma, bulging bi- 
ceps, and magnetic char- 
acter, a new fan couldn’t 
help but became hooked 
on pro wrestling forever. 

What helped elevate 
Hogan to a separate tier 
above all other wrestlers 
was his public visibility. 
Indeed, he was often criti- 
cized for his constant out- 
of-the-ring escapades, 
and was accused by more 
than one critic of being a 
“print hog’’ and “an 
egomonger.’’ Those dis- 
puting such criticism 
might recall his 
appearance with Mr. T on 
Saturday Night Live—the 
night before WrestleMania 
|. Those who claim his 
stamina and drive might 
have been hurt by that 
appearance ought to re- 
call his victory on that 
historic night. 

Hogan is a man who 
loves the spotlight of pub- 
lic adoration, yet there is 
one topic of discussion 
certain to alienate the 
garrulous champ, and re- 
porters mistakenly raise it 
time and time again: in- 
quiries into his personal 
life end an interview in a 
heartbeat. Ask Hogan any 
question pertaining to his 
wife, his parents, or his 
home, and he will raise 


his great body up from 
the interview table and 
Storm from the room. 

‘Hogan will not toler- 
ate any intrusion into his 
personal world,’”’ a WWF 
source said. ‘‘His home is 
like a temple. It is a holy 
place. He does not want 
his family exposed to the 
world.”’ 

That family now has 
grown to include a daugh- 
ter, Brooke Ellen, whose 
birth May 5 reinforced 
Hogan’s demands for pri- 
vacy. The birth announce- 
ment surprised his fans, 
many of whom, because 
of Hogan’s  career-long 
reticence to discuss fam- 
ily matters, did not even 
know ‘‘The Hulkster’’ was 
married. 

So important are his 
wife and child that Ho- 
gan’s recent ‘‘retirement”’ 
was borne from his desire 
to spend more time with 
his family. Friends of the 
ex-champ say the days of 
Wrestler Hulk Hogan have 
made way for Parent Hulk 
Hogan. ‘‘You won't see 
him wrestle the same 
schedule he used to,”’ 
said a friend who begged 
anonymity. ‘‘His priority is 
at home, with the wife 
and kid.”’ 

The protection of his 
wife and daughter is Ho- 
gan’s top priority. ‘‘He’s 
obsessive about it,’’ said 
the friend. ‘‘He doesn’t 
want his wife’s photo tak- 
en. There have been doz- 
ens of magazines and 
television interview pro- 
grams clamoring for a few 
minutes with Linda [Ho- 
gan’s wife], but Hulk ab- 
solutely refuses to let her 
step into the public eye.”’ 
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The private side of Ho- 
gan, lived far from the 
chaos of the ring, is not 
very different from the 
private lives of his fans. 
Enjoying a movie in his 
den; relaxing in the quiet 
repose of the Florida sun; 
lounging in the warm 
ocean with his family. Ho- 
gan, you may recall, grew 
up near the ocean in Ven- 
ice Beach, California. He 
lists among his boyhood 
pursuits boating, surfing, 
and _ sailing. Though his 
resume has grown to in- 
clude head-bashing and 
blood-letting, he is happi- 
est and most relaxed 
when he is by the water. 

‘‘Hogan is a regular guy 
who takes great pleasure 
out of living a normal life 
and doing normal 
things,’’ says Rick Steam- 
boat, who willingly sacri- 
ficed a lucrative ring ca- 
reer for his family. ‘‘He 
will come to appreciate 
those moments out of the 
limelight, alone with his 
friends and family. 

‘‘Do | miss the thou- 
sands of cheering fans?’’ 
Steamboat asks. ‘‘Do | 
miss the big money? The 
adoration? The notoriety? 
Every time | hold my son 
in my arms, | ask myself 
these questions. The an- 
swer has been ‘no’ every 
time.”’ 

Granted, Steamboat’s 
star did not shine so 
brightly as Hogan’s, and 
‘The Dragon’’ has the 
advantage of being an es- 
tablished member of his 
community: The gym he 
owns and runs in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, is 
very successful. Steam- 
(Continued on page 54) 
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WRESTLING’S MOST 


SUCCESSFUL FAILURE 


Great Athletes Who Never Won A World Championship 


1. OJ. Simpson (football) 

2. Marcel Dionne (hockey) 

3. Ralph Kiner (baseball) 

4. Emie Banks (baseball) 

5. Gale Sayers (football) 

6. Fran Tarkenton (football) 

7. Rod Carew (baseball) 

8. Juan Marichal (baseball) 

9. Bob Lanier (basketball) 
10. Willie McCovey (baseball) 
Compiled by the editors of Wrestling 88 





By Dave Rosenbaum 


HERE ARE TWO ways to look at the above list. On the one 

hand, being on it is a compliment: One has to be among the 
greatest stars in one’s sport to be included. On the other hand, by 
making the list an athlete has been denied the realization of his 
ultimate goal: a world championship. 

Marcel Dionne is the second-leading scorer in National Hockey 
League history, behind Hall of Famer Gordie Howe. He is an in- 
erro ile)iyeediicoa deen (oremiuiea mele isciecva(elievems celal premeva ems aero) nieve 
skills. But he has spent his entire 17-year career with teams—De- 
troit Red Wings, Los Angeles Kings, and now the New York 
Rangers—that haven't even come close to winning hockey’s ulti- 
mate prize, The Stanley Cup. He is respected by his peers. He is a 
unique athlete. He will retire a wealthy man. 

Although Dionne claims he wouldn't give up any of his many 
achievements for one Stanley Cup, his response is impossible to 
believe, a front to mask his disappointment. Because to be a great 
athlete means to have tremendous competitive spirit and a desire 
to win. “Show me a good loser,” the great basketball star Rick 
Barry once said,.“and I'll show you a loser.” 

Barry ‘won championships in both the NBA and ABA. But Bob 
Lanier, the great center for the Detroit Pistons and Milwaukee 
Bucks who scored nearly 20,000 points in his fabulous career, re- 
tired with only one regret: Like the others on the list, he never 
won a world championship. 

Rich men—in ability, wealth, and the respect of their peers. 

Poor men—they all fell short of their greatest goal. 

(Gey atsisth(=to Hoye B e'-le(- Heyl) 
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DiBiase captured the Mid-South tag team title with Steve ‘Dr. Death’’ Williams, 
but a world heavyweight title has eluded him throughout his career. 





“The Million-Dollar Man” chinlocks WWF World champion Randy Savage (left). 
DiBiase has had months of title shots against Savage but hasn't won the big 
prize ... yet. 
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DiBiase chomps on Tommy Rich’s head during a late-1983 bout (above). Ted 
had hoped to use Rich as a steppingstone to Ric Flair and the NWA World title 
(below). For years DiBiase was considered a top contender to Flair’s belt. 


Some fans believe that the Di- 
Biase-Hulk Hogan rivalry is a 
new one, but in actuality it 
dates back nearly a decade. 
DiBiase takes Hogan to the 
mat in a 1979 bout (left) and 
pounds a boot to Hogan's 
head in 1988 (right). DiBiase 


believes that Hogan cost him = 
the WWF title by interfering on 


behalf of Savage at the Wres- 
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tleMania IV World title 
tournament. 
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Lex Luger’s 
‘Emotional Turmoil: 


HE CAN’T BEAT 
__ RIC FLAIR— 
AND HE KNOWS IT! 
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By Bob Smith 


HERE IS A great deal that has 
changed about Lex Luger over 

the last three years, but the one thing 
that remains constant is his commit- 
ment to his unmatched physical 
prowess. This bronzed adonis did not 
gain the nickname “The Total Pack- 
age’’ without years of dedication to 
training, and workouts have been a 
vital part of his daily routine ever 
since he left the United States Foot- 
ball League and set his sights on 
becoming a professional wrestler. 

Through good times and bad 
times, strength and training counselor 
Adolfo Pappas has always counted 
on seeing Luger stroll through the 
doors of his fitness center at least 
two or three times per week. A high 
school friend of Luger's, Pappas has 
worked closely with Luger for most of 
the wrestler’s bodybuilding career. 
Luger has been his best—and most 
famous—customer for a long time. 

In recent weeks, however, Pappas 
has seen a different Lex Luger, one 
he has had trouble getting acquaint- 
ed with. 


“Lex hasn’t been himself for a long 
time,” said Pappas. “‘We’ve been 
very close for years, but he’s just 
been coming in, staying for hours, 
and then leaving without saying a 
word to anyone. Sometimes when he 
works out he’s like a man possessed; 
| mean, he almost lifted our whole 
Universal system off the ground one 
time. But other days, he would just 
come in, suit up, and sit in the train- 
er’s room staring at his feet. There’s 
no doubt that something is wrong 
with him.”’ 

Pappas finally got a chance to 
speak with Luger alone as he was 
closing up the center late at night a 
few weeks ago. 

“He apologized for being brusque 
with everyone,’’ Pappas recalled, 
“but he thought that everybody knew 
about his troubles with Ric Flair. He 
was just dedicating his mind to train- 
ing for his upcoming series of re- 
matches for the NWA 
championship.” 

There was, however, one thing that 
troubled Pappas about his conversa- 
tion with the young superstar. 

“He kept saying things like ‘If Dil- 


lon doesn’t interfere’ and ‘If I’m lucky, 
I'll get a fair match this time’,” the 
trainer said. “Usually, he just laughs 
off any threat, even ones from Flair 
and J.J. Dillon. But | had never seen 
him so down, so depressed. After he 
was robbed in that match against 
Flair at the Baltimore Great American 
Bash, Luger is beginning to think it’s 
him against the world. The only prob- 
lem is, it’s starting to look like he 
might be right.”’ 

Lex Luger stands 6’5” and weighs 
268 pounds. Ric Flair is 61” and 
weighs 243 pounds. Luger is stronger 
than Flair. If the two had a footrace, 
it's a good bet that Luger would beat 
Flair by a healthy margin. Flair is one 
of the few acknowledged technical 
masters that remain in the sport, but 
in the times they’ve met, Luger has 
countered Flair’s maneuvers with 
awesome displays of grace and 
power. 

So why can’t Lex Luger beat Ric 
Flair? 

Perhaps it’s because Luger be- 
lieves he has been abandoned by 
Lady Luck. He knows he’s at the top 


Many wrestling experts consider Lex Luger to be the man most 
likely to defeat Ric Flair for the NWA World title. But Luger knows 
better than anyone that trying to defeat a member of The Four 
Horsemen is next to impossible 








== 


Lex Luger press-slams Ric Flair (opposite page). Flair whips Luger across the ring (above left). Luger tries a backslide 
(above center) and a backbreaker (above right) just before the match is stopped. 
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but it was apparent that he was go- 
ing nowhere. And when referee Tom- 
my Young signaled for the bell, the 
arena exploded in jubilation as every- 
one believed that a new champion 
had been crowned. 

Everyone except Maryland State 
Athletic Commission official Ray 
lanucci. A few minutes earlier, both 
Flair and Dillon had run Luger’s head 
into a steel ringpost, opening a cut 
across his forehead. It wasn’t a huge 
gash, but at the first sight of blood, 
lanucci sprung from his seat, trying to 
get Young's attention. 

Meanwhile, both Flair and Luger 
had returned to the ring. Luger didn't 
look like the cut was affecting him, 
especially when he shrugged off a 
pair of vicious karate chops by the 
champion. Moments later, Luger lift- 
ed Flair into his backbreaker, a hold 
that has never been broken. 

‘That's when those officials broke 
me,” lamented Luger. 

Luger had Flair helpless for several 
seconds when lanucci finally got 
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Luger powers Flair into a comer. Lex probably would have won their match at the Baltimore Great 
American Bash had it not been halted due to a cut on his head, 


of his game in every way, but his 


July 10 match against Flair in Balti- 
more continues to haunt him on a 
daily basis. 

‘| beat Flair,’’ Luger keeps saying. 
‘| made him submit. | should be the 
new champion. It’s ridiculous.” 

Luger may be right. Fans in the 
Baltimore Arena and those watching 
the match throughout the country on 


pay-per-view television were stunned 
as Luger hoisted Flair over his shoul- 
ders in his “human torture rack’ ver- 
sion of the backbreaker. Flair was 
probably seeing his career flash be- 
fore his eyes. 

Luger bent Flair’s body across his 
shoulders, tugging and pulling with all 
the strength in his’ body. Flair 
screamed in agony and flailed about, 


Young’s attention by grabbing his 
leg. After conferring with the official, 
Young sounded for the bell. 

Sting, Nikita Koloff, and Steve Wil- 
liams ran into the ring to congratulate 
Luger on his apparent victory. The im- 
promptu party ended when ring an- 
nouncer Gary Michael Cappetta pro- 
claimed that lanucci and _ ringside 
physician James Corkum had stopped 


) ) RIC FLAIR: “LEX LUGER IS HISTORY’’ 


Ric Flair has always been one of the most opinionated men in wrestling, 
but no one expected him to so easily dismiss Lex Luger, the man who 
many predict will be the next NWA champion, during a recent interview. 

‘Luger is history,’ laughed the ever-confident Flair. ““He’s so psyched out 
over what happened at the Baltimore Bash that he’ll never regain the killer 
instinct it takes to become champion. At one point, the damn fool might 
have actually believed that he could stand in my patent-leather shoes. But 
when he was a Horseman, we realized that intelligence was never his 

- strong suit. Now, the idiot’s so angry, he'll never put together a winning 
game plan.” 

One of the hottest questions in the sport is whether Flair and Dillon 
intentionally tried to cut Luger’s forehead to take advantage of the sup- 
posed Maryland rule that a match must be stopped at the first sight of 
blood. 

“Let people think what they want,” said Flair. “The only thing that 
matters is that you’ve gotta beat the man to be the man, and | am still the 
man.” 

When informed of Flair’s comments, Luger was outraged. 

“Did you ever notice that Flair just says the same things over and over 
again?” Luger asked. “It’s Flair who’s shaking in his boots right now. He 
knows | beat him in Baltimore, and he knows he’s lucky to be wearing that 
belt. Believe me, I’m taking nothing for granted. | will be the NWA World 
champion by the end of this year. | guarantee it.” —Bob Smith 
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the match because of Luger's cut, giv- 
ing the decision to Flair, 

“God, | don’t believe this,’’ Luger 
told reporters after the bout as he 
kicked at a locker. ‘! don’t want to 
talk about it. No interviews, please.” 

“Anyway, Lex was pretty much in 
a funk after that match,” said 
Pappas. ‘‘He worked out like a de- 
mon during the next couple of weeks, 
but he didn’t say too much.” 

Pappas is still worried about 
Luger's outlook. “For months, he 
was the most confident man I'd ever 
seen,’’ he said. “Even after Dillon 
and the other Horsemen attacked 
him in that parking lot incident in Mi- 
ami a few weeks before the Balti- 
more match, he still kept a good 
mental outlook. But now he’s com- 
pletely silent, and his face is a chalky 
white all the time. 

“l'll tell you, he’s a very troubled 
soul right now. He’s never looked 
better as an athlete, but his frame of 
mind just isn't proper. It’s a good 
thing that Lex was able to vent some 
of his frustrations against Flair in 
some of those War Games matches 
at some of the recent Bashes.”’ 

Pappas stared at the floor. 

“Luger hates those Horsemen,”’ 
said Pappas. “‘He knows it's like try- 
ing to beat five guys every time he 
meets one of them.” 

Lex Luger knows exactly how The 
Four Horsemen operate. He was a 
Horseman for almost a year, and he 
can still recall how the organization 
used to run roughshod over the NWA 
while he was a member. 

‘Everything we did was plotted out 
for months beforehand,’’ said Luger, 
recalling match strategies. ‘‘We knew 
what was going to happen at all 
times. Whether we wrestled in tag 
team or singles matches, we were 
nearly impossible to beat. It’s the 
most evil group in wrestling.” 

Luger had some keen recollections 
on how the other Horsemen helped 
Flair keep his title during the champi- 
on's string of title defenses against 
Ron Garvin in 1987. 

‘Before the matches, we used to 
have these sessions,” said. Luger. 
‘We knew that if Flair was near de- 
feat, J.J. would bail him out. But if 
J.J and Ric were in trouble, then it 
would be up to the rest of us to make 
sure that Flair got his behind out of 
there in one piece. That’s why Flair 
could never lose the belt until Garvin 
finally got him into a steel cage.” 





Luger 


poo 


whips Flair across the ring. Convinced that he’s a greater athlete than Flair, Luger continues his 


pursuit of the champion. But the chase is becoming frustrating, and ‘‘The Total Package” is starting to 


doubt he’ll ever get a fair opportunity. 


Apparently, little has changed 
about the Horsemen. A few weeks 
after the Baltimore match, Luger 
squared off against Arn Anderson in 
a singles bout. Predictably, a Horse- 
man—this time Barry Windham—ran 
into the ring as Luger closed in on 
what seemed a certain victory. Sting 
came out to end the two-on-one car- 
nage, but the end result was the 
same. Luger won the match, but the 
Horsemen did not allow one of their 
members to be pinned. 

“This is so typical,’’ Luger said af- 
terward. “‘It's the same old story, 
match after match. | had Anderson 
beat, but Windham had to come out 
to save his butt. And if | can’t cleanly 
defeat a scrub like Anderson, how 
am | ever going to beat Flair?”’ 

“Yeah, he’s finally gonna meet 
Flair again,”’ said Pappas as he pre- 
pared to close his health facility. 
“He's been signed for a series of 
rematches all across the country. 
He’s working out like there’s no to- 
morrow. But I’m still concerned about 
him.”’ 

Pappas grabbed his warmup top 


from a coat rack and prepared to 
leave the gym. 

“Lex knows he’s a better athlete at 
this stage of his career than Flair 
ever was,” he said. “In every way, 
he is Flair's master. But between you 
and me, | don't think Luger can beat 
Flair—and | think Lex knows it, too. 
You see, if it was a fair fight, Lex 
would beat Flair without a problem. 
Hell, he did it already in Baltimore.” 

Pappas locked the outside door 
and prepared for his usual jog home. 

“But Luger is tired of all the run- 
ins, all the bogus official decisions, 
and all the other flukes that have al- 
lowed Flair to remain champion for 
so long,” he said while lacing up his 
running shoes. “He knows he’s a 
better man than Flair in every way. 
But he also knows that the cards are 
stacked against him all the time. It’s 
not fair, but that’s the way it is. Histo- 
ty has shown that right when you 
think you have the Horsemen beat, 
they somehow manage to get by any- 
one they want to...” 

Pappas finished his thought as he 
ran off. 

“... even Lex Luger." LJ 
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By Dave Rosenbaum 


i are HEADLINES FROM Adrian Adonis’ career read like those of a man who was always misunderstood .. . 


Adrian Adonis: *‘I Can Beat Backlund. . . I Just Can’t Beat The System!”’ 
Are Jesse Ventura And Adrian Adonis Up For Sale? 
Why Bob Backlund Wants To Save Adrian Adonis 
Adrian Adonis: *‘I’'m To Be Taken Seriously!”’ 
From Leather To Lace: Adrian Adonis’ Startling Transformation 

Hulk Hogan vs. Adrian Adonis: The Match That Disgraced The WWF Title 
Adrian Adonis: ‘I Want To Be Taken Seriously!’ 


... and then the tragedy: 


Adrian Adonis, Two Others, Die In Auto Crash 


is headlines from Bruiser Brody’s career read like those of a man who was feared and respected worldwide .. . 
Bruiser Brody: Is He Wrestling’s Most Dangerous Man? 


How The Fans Have Unleashed The Terror Of Bruiser Brody 


Harley Race: *‘I Got Closer To Brody Than Any Reporter Would Dare”’ 

The Man Other Wrestlers Fear Most: Bruiser Brody, Mercenary Of Mayhem 
Bruiser Brody Proves He’s The Toughest Man In Texas! 
Missing In Action: Wrestling Needs Bruiser Brody Back In The Mainstream 


...and then the tragedy: 


The Wild Life And Tragic Death Of Bruiser Brody 


eith Franke, a.k.a. Adrian Adonis, 

died in an automobile accident on 
July 4, 1988, when the van he was 
traveling in with three other wres- 
tlers—Pat Kelly, David McKigney, and 
Mike Kelly—crashed into a rocky 
brook in Lewisporte, Newfoundland. 
Pat Kelly and McKigney also were 
killed. 

Frank Goodish, a.k.a. Bruiser 

Brody, died on July 17, 1988, the 
morning after he was stabbed in the 





abdomen in the dressing room prior to 
a World Wrestling Council card in Ba- 
yamon, Puerto Rico. Jose Huertas 
Gonzalez, a wrestler and co-owner of 
Capitol Sports Promotions, which op- 
erates the WWC, was charged two 
days later with first-degree murder and 
weapons violations. 

Adonis’ death was one of the thou- 
sands of automobile tragedies that oc- 
cur in Canada and the United States 
every year, and an example of the haz- 


ards of being a professional wrestler: 
Constant travel under tiring conditions 
can take its toll. 

Brody’s death was a senseless and 
violent murder that left several unan- 
swered questions: What happened 
when Brody and Gonzalez went into 
the shower room at Juan Ramon 
Lobriel Stadium in Bayamon? Why 
was he killed? What happened to the 
murder weapon? What will be the re- 
(Continued on page 60) 


THE TWIN TRAGEDIES OF 


BRUISER BRODY & 
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DRIAN ADON 
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THE PRIVATE SIDE 
JERRY LAWLER 


ERRY LAWLER HAS been extremely busy traveling the globe 

and defending his AWA World championship, so chances for 

im to relax at his spacious Memphis home have been rare in 
the last few months. Even so, Lawler was gracious enough to 
take time from one of his few free Saturday afternoons to invite 
Wrestling 88 Senior Editor Bill Apter to spend some time with 
“The King” and his lovely wife, Paula. 

“It was super to retum to the home of Jerry and Paula, two 
people I consider very good friends,” recalled Apter. “Lawler 
has established a well-deserved reputation as one of the most 
“intense competitors in wrestling, but around the house he’s a lot 

of fun. And, of course, Paula is one of the classiest people in 
wrestling. I had a great time.” 
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_ Lawler shows his wife Paula one of his many animal drawings (above); he is an accom- 
King’ chooses an outfit for that night's match (top right). Paula styles 
(below) and then joins him for a dance as they listen to songs from 


piished artist. ‘The 
her husband’s hair 
| The King’s’’ 1950s jukebox (right). 
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Apter was surprised when Lawler answered his front door 
wearing his jewel-studded King’s crown. 

“At first, he called me a peasant and slammed the door in my 
face!” recalled Apter. “But then the door opened again, and 
there was Jerry, laughing. He and Paula immediately led me to 
the rec room to show me their jukebox.” 

The Lawlers own an authentic 50s Wurlitzer jukebox, which is 
fully stocked with vintage rock 'n’ roll records. “This really is my 
pride and joy,” said Lawler, pointing at the gleaming chrome 
and flashing lights. “This is one of the few of this vintage left in 
existence.” 

Lawler was friendly throughout the day, but Apter was appre- 
hensive about the visit, mainly due to Paula’s article, “The AWA 


=.) 





THE PRIVATE SIDE 


Title Has Tumed My Husband Into A Monster,” in the October 
1988 issue of Pro Wrestling Illustrated. Apter worried that the 
strain of defending the AWA World title would show during his 
visit, and his fears were confirmed when Jerry and Paula got into 
a minor spat over meal preparation. 

“Thankfully, it really wasn’t anything major,” said the relieved 
Apter. “It’s a very stressful life as a titleholder, and sometimes 
Jerry can seem a bit on edge. But Paula’s a very mature woman. 
She knows how to handle Jerry better than any rulebreaker.”’ 

In all, Apter had an enjoyable time visiting with “The King” 
and his queen. “This is a man who signifies everything that’s 
good about pro wrestling,” said Apter. ‘He richly deserves his 
current success, because he’s worked very hard to achieve it. I 
know that the title has brought some strains, but I also know 
they’re working through it. And as for the success that the 
World title brings—well, it couldn’t have happened to a nicer 
couple.” 0 





Lawler enjoys Paula’s cooking and even enjoys helping out in the kitchen 
(above). “The King” admires his rare Stradivarius violin (below). Life as a 
titleholder can be stressful, but Lawler has been able to defend his belt 


successfully without spoiling his private life. 




















“The King’ hae been honored many times by the people of ‘Memphis ¢ for i 
his years of wrestling excellence (above). Lawler reflects on a career Hest 
has made him se ies Oe Ti Oia eas me 
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Tracy Smothers, Shane Douglas, and referee Pee 
Wee Anderson assist a battered Nightmare Dan 
Davis from the ring. If Anderson had stopped Da- 
vis’ match at the first sign of blood, he might not 
have suffered such brutal punishment. 





— 





YOU DECIDE 


SHOULD MATCHES 
BE STOPPED AT THE FIRST SIGHT 
OF BLOOD? 


ALTIMORE, JULY 10. Lex 

Luger is challenging Ric Flair 
for the NWA World title. The ac- | 
tion spills out to the floor. Flar © 
and his manager J.J. Dillon com- 
bine to ram Luger’s head into the 
ringpost. When the competitors 
get back into the ring, Luger gets 
Flair up in his “torture rack”’ back- 
breaker. Flair appears ready to 
submit. The match is stopped by 
referee Tommy Young. Over 
19,000 fans cheer wildly, thinking 
that Luger has won the World t- 
tle. Nikita Koloff, Steve Willams, 
and Sting rush into the ning to 
help Luger celebrate, but the par- 
ty is premature: The belt does not 
belong to “The Total Package.” 
The bout is stopped because a 
doctor and an official from the 
Maryland State Athletic Commis- 
sion notice that Luger's forehead 
had begun to bleed. Luger is 
stunned as Flair is awarded the 
decision. 

How can this be? Since when is 
a match stopped because of a 
tickle of blood? Thousands of 
matches have been fought in 
which wrestlers have seemingly 
bled pints of blood. But apparently things are different in 
Maryland. Ray Ianucci, the commissioner who stopped 
the match, says there is a mle in Maryland stating that a 
match must be stopped at the first sight of blood. 

‘We had to stop the fight due to the danger of blood- 
transmitted diseases,” Ianucci said. “When I saw 
[Luger’s] blood on [Flair’s] shoulder, I had to stop it. 
There doesn’t have to be a big pool of blood, just a little 
will do it.” 

Ianucci added that he did not want to stop the bout, 
but was bound by the rules. “It was a good match, one 
of the best I’ve ever seen. I hated to stop it; I’ve been a 
wrestling fan since I was a kid. I literally needed a police 
escort to get out of the building. The fans were that 
angry. They just don’t understand the danger of blood- 


letic official Ray lanucci. 





While Lex Luger punishes Ric Flair with a backbreaker, 
referee Tommy Young consults with Maryland State Ath- 


transmitted diseases.”  Janucci, 
who is the supervisor of the Mary- 
land Commission’s inspectors, 
consulted with attending physi- 
cian James Corkum before mak- 
ing his decision. There can be no 
doubt that responsible officials did 
their job well. The doubt was with 
the rule. Hardly anyone outside 
the Commission knew of its 
existence. 

“T can accept losing by a pin- 
fall,’ Luger said after the match, 
“but not like this. I’ve never heard 
of such a mile. We've all seen 
bloody matches, and they’ve nev- 
er been stopped. I don’t know 
4%. ~ \ what they’re doing here in Mary- 
ee! land, but I'll tell you, they’d better 
~ stop it, or they’ll never get any 
title matches. I'll never wrestle an 
important match in this state again, 
if I have anything to say about it.” 

Despite Luger’s disbelief, there 
is something of a precedent in the 
NWA for a match being stopped 
on account of blood. A similar sit- 
uation also involved Flair at 
Starrcade ’84. Flair was defending 
the NWA ttle against Dusty 
Rhodes when special referee Joe 
Frazier, the former heavyweight boxing champion, 
stopped the match due to Rhodes’ excessive bleeding. 
Despite heated protests, Frazier’s decision was upheld by 
the NWA. 

But that was a situation in which a referee was allowed 
to use his own discretion; Frazier was not being guided 
by an ironclad nule. In Maryland, a referee or commis- 
sioner must stop the bout at the first sight of blood. And 
what was almost a non-issue six months ago is now a hot 
topic. Other states are reportedly considering instituting a 
rule like Maryland's. 

Should this be the future of wrestling? Read the rea- 
sons for and against, then send us your decision on this 
important subject by filling in the accompanying ballot. 
(Continued on page 59) 
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HE VIDEOTAPE EVENT — 
F THE YEAR! 


JAPANESE y | = ——— 
| ANESE WOMEN'S PRO WRESTLING 


You've heard about them... you’ve read Gtty cn 
about them . . . now you can see them for Lf ON! 
yourself! Japanese women wrestlers are mae 2% ACTIQ 
among the most agile, athletic, §, 
acrobatic—and vicious—competitors in 
the entire mat world. Now, two 
sensational videotapes bring the dynamic 
action of Japanese women’s wrestling 


into your own home! 


Sample The 


Excitement! 


Jaguar Yokota, The Crush Girls, 
Devil Masami, The Jumping Bomb 
Angels, Dump Matsumoto—these 

are the legends of Japanese 
women’s wrestling. They're all here, 
and more—including American 
superstar Wendi Richter. These 
matches, direct from Japanese 
television, include the kind of action 
that, until now, only satellite dish 
owners or Japanese fans could 
enjoy. These tapes are certain to 
become valued collectors’ items. 
They include complete matches, not 
match excerpts! 
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Slant-Eyed Slaughter 


(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 


@ Wendi Richter & ‘*Devil’”’ Masami vs. 
Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Okumura 

® Nancy Kumi vs. Lucy Kayama 

®@ Monster Ripper & ‘‘Devil’’ Masami 
vs. Ayumi “Jumbo” Hori & Mimi 
Hagiwara 

@ ‘Jaguar’’ Rimi Yokota vs. Tarantula 
@ “Crush Girl’’ Lioness Asuka vs. 
“Crush Girl” Chigusa Nagayo 







Riot Of The Rising Sun 
(running time: approximately 70 minutes) 
®@ Yukari Omori & Ayumi ‘‘Jumbo”’ Hori 
vs. Noriyo Tateno & Itysuki Yamasaki— 
“The Jumping Bomb Angels” 
@ Masked You & Kaoru ‘‘Dump”’ 
Matsumoto vs. Lioness Asuka & 
Chigusa Nagayo—"'The Crush Girls”’ 
@ Jaguar” Rimi Yokota vs. Las Galactia 
a oa re} ‘ f" ; ; : ee “yor 
Special Magazine Offer: lane ee 
In the past, you might have expected to spend upwards of $59.95, 
$69.95, or more for tapes of this quality. But now, for a limited time only, 
you can order Slant-Eyed Slaughter and Riot Of The Rising Sun for 
the special low price of only $29.95 each (plus $3.00 postage and 
handling). Witness all the Ay 
a ee ee 
excitement and thrills of Japanese i 
women’s wrestling—in your own 
home. 








Make check or money order payable and send to: | 
TV SPORTS Gjatt as 
BOX 48 

ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 PLEASE RUSH ME: 
| am enclosing $32.95 ($29.95 plus $3.00 postage LI Sant-Syed Staugnter 


and handling) -U.S. FUNDS ONLY- for each tape mo ot he oo 


SPECIAL NOTE; These tapes, distributed by 
Powersports Video in association with American 


Video, are being sold exclusively for a limited | am Ordering. 

Both tapes include English play-by-play Name: 

commentary recorded alongside the original 

Japanese commentary and crowd noise. While Address: 

the English commentary is poor, the action level 
and match quality of these bouts more than SS a  Sh: Zip: 


ee oF fe oe La. = eee 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
HG20, a8 Org 9 | 
time only in the United States by T.V. Sports. | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


makes up for it. We're convinced you'll be 
completely satisfied by these programs. 


For all orders except U.S, and Canada, you must add $2.00 for each tape ordered for boat mail, and $3.00 for each tape 
ordered for air mail. U.S. funds only. Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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BEST BET 








_ best-of-three series against Eric 
_ Embry in quest of the Word Class 
“anor heavyweight title 
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September 1979/Flair-McDaniel, Gar- 


vin, Ladd, Rhodes. 
1980/Rhodes-Funk, Race, 
risco. 


Februa 
Spoiler, 


May 1980/Koloff-Anderson, Brody- 
Spoiler, Graham, Andre, 


October 1980/Hogan, Flair, Wrestling Il, 


Super D, 


January 1981/Morales-Fuji, Zbyszko, 


Thornton, Keirn. 


June 1981/Morales-Khan, Lawler, 


Slater, Piper. 


September 1981/Backlund-Mosca, 
Freebirds, Flair, Rich, Junkyard Dog, 
November 1981/Rhodes-DiBiase., 
Steamboat, Mulligan, McDaniel, Spoiler. 
December 1981/Muraco-Morales, 
Patera, Steele, Andre. 
March 1982/Valentine, Brisco-Funk, 
Steele, Flair, Hayes. 


April 1982/S 
rales, Super 


iler, Idol-Hayes, Mo- 
, Ladd, 


May 1982/Rich-Flair, Backlund, Super- 
star, Dillon, Wrestling Ii. 
June 1982/Tommy Rich, Jimmy 
Snuka, Wrestlers rate each other. 
July 1982/Steamboat-ldol, Albano, 


Rhodes, Patera. 


August 1982/Piper-Rich, Flair-Slater, 


Rhodes, Valentine, Bockwinkel. 


October 1982/Funk-Abdullah, Orton, 


Kabuki, Von Erich. 


November 1982/Piper, Abdullah, Saito, 
Von Erich, Mascaras, 
December 1982/Backlund-Rose, 
Rhodes-Flair, Albano, Humperdink. 
January 1983/Rich, McDaniel-Valen- 
tine, Patera, Brisco, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Flair-Race, Morales- 


Rose, Patera, Bravo, Spoiler. 


March 1983/Flair-Bass, Snuka, Sulli- 
van, Steamboat, Patera. 
April 1983/Backlund-Graham, Briscos, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Samoans. 
May 1983/Muraco, Dillon, Sullivan, 
Reed, Brisco, Von Erich. 
June 1983/Piper, Bockwinkel-Patter- 
son, Brody, Sullivan, Baba. 
July 1983/Valiant-Humperdink, Martel, 
Hernandez, Murdoch, Armstrong. 

October 1983/Martel-Valentine, Mulli- 


gan, Lawler, Von Erichs, Bruno. 
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November 1983/Andre-Mulligan, Ka- 
mala-Brody, Slater, Backlund. 
December 1983/Windham-LeDuc, 
Santana, Sullivan, Garvin. 

January 1984/Andre-Abdullah, Bock- 
winkel, Gilbert, Windham, Flair, Mosca, 
February 1984/Rich-Sawyer, Idol-Han- 
sen, Martel, Parsons, Von Erich. 
March 1984/Starrcade ‘83, Closeups 
on Atlanta and Dallas cards 

April 1984/Von Erich-Gordy, Dillon & 
Nagasaki, Graham, DiBiase, Orndorff. 
May 1984/LeDuc-Sawyer, Assassins, 
The Men Who Make Wrestling Fly! 
June 1984/Windham-Flair, Gilbert, 
Sawyer, Bockwinkel, Tsuruta. 

July 1984/Flair-Gordy, Duggan, Blan- 
chard, Brisco, AWA tag tourny. 

August 1984/Rich & Gilbert, Adams- 
Hayes, Von Erich, Faces Of Wrestling. 
September 1984/Flair-Steamboat, 
Freebirds-Von Erichs—Special cover- 
age of two big cards. 

October 1984/Sullivan-Rhodes, Free- 
birds video, Atlas, Orange Bowl card. 
November 1984/Von Erich & Billy 
Jack, Andre, Fab Ones, Summer Wars! 
December 1984/Rich-Gilbert, Martel, 
Mascaras, Youngblood, World Class. 
January 1985/Flair-McDaniel, Missing 
Link, Backlund, Fabulous Ones, Pro 
Wrestling USA, Valentine, 

February 1985/Sullivan-Graham, Her- 
nandez & Nicola Roberts, Bruno Jr., 
Steamboat, Warriors. 

March 1985/Starrcade °84 featuring 
Flair, Rhodes, Steamboat, Koloffs, 1985 
Datebook, Hayes, wrestling school. 
April 1985/Von Erich-Blackwell, 
Haynes-Barr, Hart, Irwins, 1984 in Pic- 
tures, Blair. 

May 1985/Albano, Freebirds-Fiair, 
Steamboat, Hernandez, Las Vegas. 
June 1985/Pro Wrestling U.S.A, Von 
Erich, Richter, Windham, Taylor. 

July 1985/Von Erich, WrestleMania, 
bloodiest matches, Backlund, Snuka. 
August 1985/Flair-Nikita, Orndorff, 
Slaughter, Parade of Champions Il. 
September 1985/Adams-Von Erich, 
Orndorff, Sawyer, Kamala, Barr. 
October 1985/Martel-Hayes, Richter, 
Savage, Adams, T.A., Warriors, 


BOLDFACE. ] 


November 1985/Freebirds-Warriors, 
Mid-South, Haynes, Rhodes, Savage. 
December 1985/Hogan, Zbyszko-Mar- 
tel, Murdoch, Dillon, fiendish faces. 
January 1986/Savage-Santana, Abdul- 
lah, Humongous, Von Raschke, 
Comiskey Park, Taylor. 

February 1986/Junkyard Dog, Rude, 
Patrick, Garvin, Reed, Datebook. 


March 1986/Starrcade '85, Ventura, 
Windham, Sunshine, Slaughter. 





LPONTS MOVIE 
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MAIETS WICK MAI 





ee» Sai nes Lee 
IT’S HELL TO WRESTLE 
THE ROAD WARRIONY 


APRIL 1986 


April 1986/Savage-Hogan, Martel-Han- 
sen, 1985 in Pictures, Warriors, DiBiase. 
May 1986/Sammartino, R&R Express, 
Sunshine-Hyatt, Slater, Devastating 
Holds, Hall & Hennig. 

June 1986/Hogan-Muraco, Midnight 
Express, Freebirds, Battle of Belts Il. 
July 1986/Ormdorff-Piper, Blanchard- 
T.A., Matches of "80s, Sheepherders, 
Bockwinkel, Bulldogs. 

August 1986/Crockett Cup Tourny, 
Jake Roberts, Midnight Rockers, Von 
Erichs, Wrestling Il. 

September 1986/Bulldogs, Blanchard- 
Gibson, Lugar, Dundee, UWF tourny. 
October 1986/Orndorff, Rude-Brody, 
Bash, Bockwinkel, Gordy, Adams. 
November 1986/Andersons-R&R Ex- 
press, Machine, Gordy, Managers. 


Now is the time to complete your 
collection of SPORTS REVIEW 
WRESTLING, the magazine jam-packed 
with action photography and in-depth 
stories. Don’t miss out on an issue. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 
[NOTE: Cover stories noted in 


December 1986/Machines, Fantastics, 
Warriors, WWF Muchnick Tourny. 
January 1987/Russians, Hyatt-Dark 
Journey, WWF Top 50, Fab Ones. 
February 1987/Road Warriors,Savage, 
Windham & Lugar, 1987 Datebook. 
March 1987/Kamala-Hogan, Starrcade 
86, Atlas, Williams, Tatum. 
April 1987/1986 In Pictures, Kevin Von, 
Flair, Rich, Hennig-Bockwinkel. 
May 1987/Nikita-Flair, Bulldogs, Alba- 
no's career, Snuka-DeBeers, Taylor. 
June 1987/Hogan-Andre, Hall, Par- 
sons, Garvin, WWF title history. 
July 1987/Midnight Express, Savage- 
Steamboat, Adams, NWA in Boston. 
August 1987/Nord-Kevin, Armstrong- 
Flair, Hogan & Patera, Crockett Cup. 
September 1987/Hogan, Akbar, Luger- 
Nikita, Summer Feuds, charity shows. 
October 1987/Windham, Bigelow, 
Bockwinkel, Western States tourny. 
November 1987/Bash, Honky Tonk, 
Hart, Sheepherders, Condrey. 
December 1987/Grappling Ghouls, 
Hogan-Andre, Luger-Nikita, Boesch card 
January 1988/Honky Tonk, Garvin, 
T.A. career, Arcidi, Hogan. 
February 1988/Rhodes, Strike Force, 
Rich-Adonis, Hyatt, 1988 datebook. 
March 1988/Starrcade, Survivor Se- 
ries, Simpson, Hennig, Zbyszko. 
April 1988/1987 In Pictures, Tully & 
Arn, DiBiase, Kerry, Orton. 
May 1988/Hawk-Flair, Andre-Hogan, 
Dangerously, Duggan, Mike George. 
June 1988/Luger-Tully, DiBiase, Ad- 
ams, NWA New York invasion. 
July 1988/Savage wins WWF tourney, 
Rockers-Express, Hayes, Dusty-Rider. 
August 1988/Luger and Sting win 
Crockett Cup, Savage-DiBiase, Nasty 
Boys, Ultimate Warrior. 
September 1988/Predictions Through 
8, Williams, Rhodes, Bad Company, 
greatest Garden matches. 
October 1988/Midnight Rockers, 
Sting, Taylor, Koloff, Hot Young Lions. 
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GOLDEN MOMENT 


OR THOSE WHO have followed the career of ring 

legend Harley Race since his 1960 debut, the depar- 
ture from the sport of the seven-time former NWA World 
champion was a sad moment. 

From 1973 to 1981, Race dominated the NWA World 
title. Although many purists criticized him for signing with 
the WWF in the twilight of his career, the motivation 
behind the move was clear: Race wanted to become the 
second man (Buddy Rogers was the first) to capture both 
the WWF and NWA World titles. Race never did win the 
belt, but the fact that he came as close as he did so late 
in his career is testimony to his outstanding ability. 

Wrestling lost another of its all-time greats recently 
when Terry Funk announced his permanent retirement. 














Funk was the antithesis of Race—a wild brawler who 
chose not to use his vast scientific skills—but followed a 
similar career path, moving from the NWA to the WWF 
late in his career. 

Race and Funk engaged in a wild NWA feud through- 
out the 1970s. And while their most important match was 
a February 6, 1977, battle in Toronto in which Race re- 
gained the World title from Funk, few will ever forget the 
early years of this feud. 

september 1972, Amarillo, Texas: a bloody and worn- 
out Funk rolls out as an even bloodier but determined 
Race tries to put him away with a bodypress. The Funk- 
Race feud was bloody, vicious, and, like the men them- 
selves, unforgettable. a 
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Ted DiBiase 


(Continued from page 35) 


DiBiase smashes Jake Roberts with a 
gloved hand. The two had been friends 
and enemies in the UWF, but only enemies 
in the WWF. DiBiase’s inability to win a 
major title in one federation has carried 
over into another. 





But notice one interesting aspect of the 
list: Each man played a team sport. And 
when you think about it, is there one great 
golfer, tennis player, boxer, or wrestler 
who has never won a world or major 
championship in his sport? Great athletes 
are only denied glory by the incompetence 
of those around them. Left to their own 
vast skills in one-on-one sports, they be- 
come unstoppable. 

The conclusion is simple: an athlete in a 
team sport can be considered great even if 
he’s never won a championship. An athlete 
in an individual sport can’t be considered 
great until he’s won a championship. 


ICH MAN, POOR MAN. That's Ted 
DiBiase, wealth and poverty all in 
one—and in more ways than one. 

Many people consider DiBiase to be a 
great athlete. One of the finest all-around 
wrestlers in the sport today—along with Ric 
Flair, Randy Savage, and Curt Hennig—Di- 
Biase realized a long time ago that knowl- 
edge, skill, and agility (not muscles) are the 
ingredients that make an outstanding 
wrestler. 

But Flair, Savage, and Hennig have al- 
ready won world championships. As DiBiase 
reaches the midpoint of his second decade 
in wrestling, he’s in danger of joining the list 
of great athletes who never won their sport’s 
ultimate prize. Even his vast wealth, which 
wasn't publicly revealed until he came to the 
WWF last year, hasn’t been enough to win 
him the World title. 

At this point, the question must be asked: 
Is Ted DiBiase really a great athlete, or is he 
just a potentially great athlete doomed to 
failure? 

“Ted always seemed to be on the verge of 
doing something great, but never really did 
go over the top, if you know what I mean,” 
said former UWF President Bill Watts. 
“When he was in the UWF, everybody 
would see him and say, “There’s Ted DiBi- 
ase, he’s gonna be the next UWF champi- 
on,’ but it never happened. 

“Now, we had some great wrestlers in the 
UWF back then, it was one tough federa- 
tion, but just take a look at the three cham- 
pions we had before Ted left,” Watts contin- 
ued. “There was Terry Gordy, then there 
was One Man Gang, and finally we had Big 
Bubba Rogers. Now, Gordy is an outstand- 
ing all-around wrestler, but he was a little 
too overanxious and could’ve been beaten. 
As for Gang and Rogers, they were basically 
one-dimensional brawlers with a tremen- 
dous killer instinct. But a smart man like 
Ted should've been able to find a way to 
wear them down. 


“T realize, of course, that Ted was North 
American champion several years ago, but 
when we made the North American belt the 
UWF belt, that’s when we considered it to 
be our equivalent of a world title, and that’s 
when Ted always seemed to fall short. Same 
thing with the UWF tag belts. He was a Mid- 
South tag champ, never a UWF tag champ. 

“Now, you're asking me whether Ted is a 
great wrestler, and in my mind the answer is 
definitely yes,” Watts continued. “Great 
knowledge, tremendous skill level, great 
stamina—you wouldn't think it to look at 
him, but he’s in great shape. Wily, sharp, 
very intelligent in the ring, quick, knows his 
opponents. But is he one of the all-time 
greats? Well, he'll have to win a world cham- 
pionship before I’d put him in that 
category.” 

DiBiase has always been the next cham- 
pion. Back in 1978, he won the Missouri ti- 
tle, the traditional ’70s steppingstone to 
sreatness that led to the world champion- 
ship reigns of Harley Race, Ric Flair, Bob 
Backlund, and Keny Von Erich. Ten years 
later, DiBiase is still climbing the steps. 

In 1984, a story in Sports Review Wres- 
tling asked, “Is Ted DiBiase The Man To 
Take Harley Race’s Place In Wrestling His- 
tory?” Race, of course, was a seven-time 
NWA champion; that’s the place DiBiase 
was supposed to take. Later in his career, 
Race was a runner-up for the WWF World 
title; that’s the place DiBiase has taken. 

It’s the right time, Ted. Just the wrong 
place. 


ALLY UP THE dollars and cents, 

throw in the stocks and bonds, add the 
Rolls Royces, the houses, the planes, and 
the jewelry, then compare it to what Ted Di- 
Biase has done during his 14-year career. 

The cliche must be true. Money can’t buy 
happiness. Nobody knows this better than 
DiBiase, who tried to buy the WWF World 
title only to learn that some things just aren't 
for sale. Hulk Hogan said no. Andre the Gi- 
ant said yes. The Giant won the belt from 
Hogan on a controversial pin back on Feb- 
ruary 5, then handed the belt to DiBiase. 
But one week later, WWF President Jack 
Tunney took it back. 

DiBiase reacted like a spoiled baby who 
just had his bottle taken away. He claimed 
that Tunney had no right to vacate the belt. 
“The Million-Dollar Man,” who is used to 
buying whatever he wants, was suddenly be- 
ing told that his purchase wasn’t valid. lroni- 
cally, DiBiase didn’t realize that even if Tun- 
ney approved the sale, his purchase still 
wasn't valid. 

Some things just can’t be bought . . . like 
integrity and greatness. 

“Let's just say for a minute that Andre 
gave DiBiase the belt and DiBiase was al- 
(Continued on page 52) 
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The 100th issue of Pro Wrestling 
Illustrated was a remarkable publishing 
event. Cover-dated December 1987, 
this 100-page super spectacular was 
jam-packed with stunning color and 
special features, including: 

@ The 10 Most Influential Wrestlers 
Of The PWI Years 

@ The 10 Greatest Events Of The 
PWI Years 

@ The PW/ Achievement Awards: 

A Retrospective 

@ The First 100 Issues: 

A Special Fan Poll 

®@ Behind The Scenes At PW/ 


All this and much, much more was 
included in this magnificent anniversary 
edition. We have limited supplies of this 
newsstand sellout. If you missed it the 
first time around, order now—the 100th 
issue Comes around only once in a 
lifetime! Only $5.00. 


| Make check or money order payable 


ONLY $5 EACH | 


| and send to: 
|TV SPORTS 
BOX 48 

j ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 


| Please rush me ———— copies of the 
100th edition of Pro Wrestling I!lustrated. 
| enclose $5.00 for each copy | am ordering. 




















| State _ Zip. 





lus. funds only. All other countries $7.00. 
| Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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Ted DiBiase 


(Continued from page 51) 
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DiBiase executes a powerslam on Terry Gordy, who won the UWF title DiBiase never did. ‘The Million- 
Dollar Man’’ was always one of the top wrestlers in that federation, but left for the WWF because he felt 


his career was going nowhere there. 

lowed to keep it,” said former WWF World 
champion Bruno Sammartino. “It would’ve 
meant nothing because he didn’t earn it, 
like | earned it and like Bob Backlund 
éarmed it. You just can't have somebody go 
into the ring for you and win your battles. 
Let me tell you something, me and Back- 
lund are remembered because we were 
champions. People remember us because of 
the kind of champions we were. One of the 
great things about wrestling is that once you 
step into the ring, it doesn’t matter if you're 
rich or poor.” 

In many ways, DiBiase hurt his reputa- 
tion by trying to buy the title. He was always 
thought of as a great wrestler with the po- 
tential to be a world champion, but when 
DiBiase tried to buy the belt he was admit- 
ting to self<loubts about ever winning the 
belt. “I can’t win the belt, so I'll buy it,” Di- 
Biase was saying. 

The WrestleMania IV title tournament 
gave him another chance, but DiBiase’s 
trump card—Andre the Giant—was over- 
matched by Randy Savage's own trump 
card—Hulk Hogan. Savage won the vacant 


belt when Hogan interfered and slammed a 
chair into DiBiase’s back. Once again, DiBi- 
ase, the man with the gold, was chasing the 
gold. 

And it’s been that way ever since. Despite 
Andre and Virgil's outside interference, de- 
spite a multitude of title shots, despite the 
brutal outside-the-ring beatings DiBiase and 
his men have dealt out to Savage, DiBiase 
can't win the belt. 

His career pattern continues. He is get- 
ting frustrated. 

Imagine that. DiBiase is one of the rich- 
est men in the entire world. He has the abili- 
ty to buy people as he pleases. He's paid 
fans to do pushups, bark like dogs, and kiss 
his feet. He can clear out a public swimming 
pool just by flashing a few greenbacks. He 
can even bribe referees. He has all of the 
material things a man could ever want. 

And he is getting frustrated. He knows 
that for all his money, for all his talent, for 
all his potential, he’s in danger of joining 
that list, the list of great athletes who never 
reached their ultimate goal. 

He knows that will make him a failure. L! 
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September 1982/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Hogan, Armstrong, Blair. 
October 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rhodes, Santana, Piper. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 
Snuka, Piper, Blair. 

December 1982/Stories include: Snuka, 
Rich, Kamala, Junkyard Dog. 

January 1983/Stories include: Putski, 
Muraco, Windham, Bockwinkel. 
February 1983/Stories include: Bock- 
winkel, Backlund, Rich, Kamala. 

April 1983/Stories include: Rhodes, Ti- 
ger Mask, Sammartino, Bundy. 

May 1983/Stories include: Samoans, 
Von Erich, Rhodes, Orndorff. 

June 1983/Stories include: Windham, 
Martel, Brody, Andre. 





JULY 1983 


July 1983/Stories include: Flair, Adonis, 
Sullivan, Zbyszko. 


August 1983/Stories include: Valentine, 
Blanchard, Windham, Street. 


September 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Ellering, Von Erich, Briscos. 
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October 1983/Stories include: Race, 
Sawyer, Briscos, Bass. 


November 1983/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Santana, Von Erichs, Kabuki, 
December 1983/Stories include: Mas- 
caras, Superstar, Von Erich, Zbyszko. 
January 1984/Stories include: Valen- 
tine, Hogan, Von Erich, Road Warriors. 


March 1984/Stories include: Santana, 
Hogan, Von Erich, Sawyers. 


April 1984/Stories include: Hogan, Eller- 


ing, Von Erich, Rhodes. 

May 1984/Stories include: Windham, 
Brody, Road Warriors, Junkyard Dog. 
June 1984/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Billy Jack, Flair, Armstrong. 

July 1984/Stories include: Rich, Billy 
Jack, Valiant, Von Erich. 

August 1984/Stories include: Garvin, 
Sullivan, Freebirds, Street. 
September 1984/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Piper, Steamboat, Billy Jack. 
October 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Rhodes, Magnum T.A., Bundy. 
November 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Von Erich, Piper, Brody. 


December 1984/Stories include: Martel, 


Santana, Von Erich, Steamboat. 


January 1985/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Warriors, Albano, Koloffs. 


February 1985/Stories include: War- 
riors, Santana, Billy Jack, Nikita Koloff. 


March 1985/Stories include: Slaughter, 
Warriors, Martel, Rude. 


April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 


Von Erich-Adams, Flair, Tonga & Snuka. 


May 1985/Stories include: Warriors. 
Backlund, Santana, Rich. 

June 1985/Stories include: Rhodes, 
Windham, Rich, Hogan. 

July 1985/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Reed, Martel, Sunshine. 


August 1985/BONUS 4-PG. COLOR 


SECTION! Plus: Warriors, Magnum T.A., 


Sheik & Volkoff, McGraw. 


September 1985/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Von Erich, Savage, R&R Express. 
October 1985/Stories include: Flair, 
Windham, Shultz, Martel. 
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NOVEMBER 1985 


November 1985/Stories include: Ho- 


gan, Zbyszko, R&R Express, Von Erichs. 


December 1985/Stories include: Rude, 
Fantastics, Muraco, Uncle Elmer. 


January 1986/20th Anniversary Issue! 
10 Greatest Wrestlers, Rhodes, Hogan, 
Sammartino. 


February 1986/Stories include: Hogan, 
Orndorff, Flair, Hansen. 

March 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Duggan, Hansen-Martel. 

April 1986/Stories include: Von Erich, 
Rude, Lugar, Hogan, Magnum T.A. 
May 1986/Stories include: Zbyszko, Von 
Erichs, Santana-Ventura, Hillbillies. 
June 1986/Stories include: Lugar, Her- 
nandez, Flair-Bockwinkel, Hogan, T.A. 
July 1986/Stories include: King Kong 
Bundy, Koloff vs. Graham, Ric Flair. 
August 1986/Stories include: Snuka, 
Bulldogs, Freebirds, Warriors, Duggan. 
September 1986/Stories include: Fan- 
tastics, Adonis, Morton-Flair, Brody. 


October 1986/Stories include: Nikita- 
Magnum, Nord, Bruno, Kerry, Windham. 
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BACK ISSUES Of 


Don’t miss a single issue of the 
magazine that has thrilled wrestling fans 
for two generations, THE WRESTLER. 
Complete your collection of the most 
respected wrestling publication in the 
world today. Supplies are limited. Don't 
delay—order today! 


November 1986/Stories include: R&R 
Express, Hogan-Orndcrff, Von Erich. 
December 1986/Stories include: Flair, 
Bockwinkel, Hogan, Gilbert, Nikita. 
January 1987/Stories include: Heenan, 
Garvins, DiBiase, Borne & Sawyer. 
February 1987/Stories include: Mag- 
num T.A., Gordy, Steamboat-Roberts. 
March 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Nikita, Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

April 1987/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger, Rich-Lawler, R&R Express. 

May 1987/Stories include: Flair-Nikita, 
Andre-Hogan, UWF, Windham, Hennig. 
June 1987/Stories include: Flair-Wind- 
ham, Can-Ams, Rhodes-Murdoch. 

July 1987/Stories include: Cornette, Hy- 
att, Luger, Harts, Adams, Hansen. 
August 1987/Stories include: Can-Ams, 
Luger vs. Nikita, Fantastics, Koko, Nord. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ko- 
loffs, Harts, Duggan, Hennig, Hart. 
October 1987/Stories include: Savage- 
Honky Tonk, Horsemen, Patera, Kerry. 
November 1987/Stories include: Wil- 
liams, Luger, Hogan-Khan, Rich. 
December 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Windham, Lawler, Flair, Beefcake. 
January 1988/Stories include: Nikita- 
Taylor, Warriors, DiBiase-Duggan. 
February 1988/Stories include: Flair, 
Andre-Hogan, New Breed, Kerry. 
March 1988/Stories include: Hogan, 
Luger-Sting, Calgary, Demolition. 


April 1988/Special issue! Starrcade ‘87, 
Survivor Series, AWA & World Class. 
Also: Strike Force, Luger, Rockers. 


May 1988/Stories include: Horsemen, 
Hogan, Flair, Fantastics, DiBiase. 


June 1988/Stories include: Sting-Flair, 
DiBiase, Kerry, Nikita, Zenk. 


July 1988/Stories include: Fantastics, 
Hogan. Windham, McMahon, Rich. 


August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Windham-Luger split, Demolition, 
Lawler, Ellering, 


September 1988/Stories include: Dug- 
gan vs. Andre, Hogan, Windham. 
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boat has many friends who know him 
aS a businessman and neighbor, not a 
world-famous celebrity. It has helped 
ease the transition from the spotlight to 
the home life. 

Hogan, like boxing’s Muhammad Ali 





Hulk Hogan 


(Continued from page 33) 


and soccer's Pele, is a member of the 
world community. He remains an am- 
bassador to an audience larger than we 
can fathom. Can he resist the lure of 
the big time? Can he retire to a simple 
life, content to spend the rest of his 


days without the adoration of the 
crowd? Already there are indications of 
Hogan's restlessness. His recent Mil- 
waukee return in front of 27,000 


screaming fans underscored his impor- 
tance to the sport—and the impor- 
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Despite losing the WWF World title, ‘The Hulkster’’ has maintained his 
immense popularity with youngsters (left). Hogan and Brutus Beefcake head 
for another arena (above); the constant traveling that wrestlers do may make 
an acting career more attractive to Hogan. 


Hogan’s parents, Ruth and Peter (top left), are very pleased with their son’s success. The former 
champion meets wrestler Jules Strongbow (left); even if he were to leave wrestling, Hogan would 
certainly retain his friendships within the sport. ‘‘The Hulkster’’ never goes anywhere without his 
“Harley” (above). 
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tance of the sport to his life. 

‘‘Hogan was nervous in the dressing 
room,’ revealed one wrestler who was 
on hand in Milwaukee. “‘It was nervous 
excitement, like a kid playing his first 
Little League game. His attitude was 
infectious. He got all the other wrestlers 
pumped up, too.” 

Hogan’s enthusiasm helped carry 
him to a stunning victory over Andre 
the Giant in a bloody cage match. And 
Hogan's rapport with his audience was 
as strong as ever. 

“You could just tell that he was so 
happy to be out there,’’ enthused one 
fan. ‘“‘It was great. You can tell this is 
where he belongs.”’ 

Precisely. It is where he belongs, not 
his family. He has seen the dangers of 
allowing family members too close to 
the ring. Chery! Roberts, the beautiful 
wife of Jake Roberts, attended one of 
her husband’s matches and was ver- 
bally—and physically—assaulted by 
Rick Rude. She and her family have 
been badgered by reporters ever since. 

‘Hogan would never permit that,’’ 
said a friend. ‘‘As much as he'd like to 
resume his career, if he had to choose 
between his family and the ring, there 
is no doubt he would choose his 
family.”’ 

Which would inevitably create prob- 
lems down the road. The limelight sus- 
tains Hogan; it is his nourishment. 
Without it, he would shrink in size and 
become less of a man. 

Judging by his latest endeavor, Ho- 
gan may never have to choose. This 
fall, No Holds Barred, a wrestling film 
in which Hogan stars, will appear in 
movie houses across the country. As a 
successful actor, Hogan would contin- 
ue to enjoy the spotlight he desperately 
needs, and also have the freedom to 
spend time with his family. While act- 
ing demands intense concentration and 
commitment, it doesn’t require the 
grueling training regimen and nightly 
match schedule vital to a successful 
pro wrestling career. 

While Hogan won't comment on his 
future in either arena, a friend offered 
this observation: 

“It will take some time before Ho- 
gan sorts out his options. A few 
months ago he was the WWF World 
champion unencumbered by family. 
Now, he's lost his belt and gained a 
child. He’s understandably confused. 
Should he endeavor to regain the 
belt—or retire and become an actor? 
He can only relax for so long before he 
gets the itch. It depends how he 
scratches the itch, that’s what we have 
to look for."’ a 


THE GREATEST GRAB BAG 
OF BACK ISSUES EVER! 
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SPORTS REVIEW WRESTLING ANNUAL 
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sections. 
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Feedback 


(Continued from page 9) 


I'm not exactly upset that Kerry got 
beaten by the Parsons/Akbar team, 
Our most popular back issue offer! Each of these Super Color Specials ; but I am upset that his brother Kevin 
opens up to become a giant 8-page 22” x 32” SuperCenterfold (four times : lost the belt even though he never lost 
the size of a reguiar PW! centerfold). in the ring! Doesn't that seem like a 

; major injustice? At worst, the title 
should be held up until Kevin and Ice- 
man finally meet, winner take all. As it 
is now, Kevin will have a hard time 
getting his belt back knowing how 
Parsons is a master of the underhand- 
ed. Tough break, Kevin. 

LISA SIMON 

Houston 


LAWLER’S A KING 

I greatly appreciated Bill Apter’s 
coverage of Jemy Lawlers AWA 
World title victory over Curt Hennig 
(“King At Last: Jerry Lawler Captures 
The AWA Crown”). Apter’s account 
went way behind the scenes to give 
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Jerry Lawler is a talented, dedicated, and deserv- 
ing AWA champion, in Leslie Postal’s opinion. 
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fans the real inside story. I applaud his 
journalistic abilities. 

For years, I have felt for Lawler. It 
always seemed that he never got the 
credit he deserved. Now all the vul- 
tures are coming down from the trees; 
trying to stake their claims that they 
were with Lawler every step of the 
way. That’s pathetic. The only man I’m 
sure of, however, is Apter. He really 
was with Lawler during his entire ca- 
reer, and it shows. 

Apter’s portrait was of a caring man, 
a humble man, and a family man. See- 
ing Lawler like that justified all the sin- 
cere feelings I have for him. I’ve al- 
ways thought of him in this favorable 
light, and it was good to read this 
beautiful confirmation. 

The caring and compassion that 
Lawler has for his Memphis fans is 
touching in this day and age. No mat- 
ter where Lawler’s travels will take 
him—and knowing him, he'll be de- 
fending that AWA title worldwide— 
I'm sure he'll always take time to com- 
pete in Memphis for the fans who 
were really with him every step of the 


way. 
Thanks for your wonderful article. 

LESLIE POSTAL 

Lynchburg, VA 


THE GAME PLAN 

For the past three years, I’ve heard 
the term “The Horsemen Game Plan,” 
and I’m really sick of it. I saw the 
NW2A's Great American Bash from Bal- 
timore on pay-per-view television. To 
me, this was yet another example of 
the Horsemen’s sadistic “game plan.” 
The match between Barry Windham 
and Dusty Rhodes was the most dis- 
gusting bout I’ve ever seen. Thanks to 
Ronnie Garvin, that is. For those who 
didn’t fully grasp what was happening, 
Garvin was the Horsemen “game 
plan.” J.J. Dillon knew that Windham 
would lose the U.S. belt to Rhodes, so 
he got Dusty’s good friend Garvin to 
take a payoff. I couldn’t believe that 
Ronnie would do such a thing. I guess 
Ted DiBiase was right when he said, 

“Everybody has his price.” 
SANDY ROBINSON 
Philadelphia 


A QUESTION 

I just have a quick question for you 
guys. Who is Brother Love and what 
the hell is his problem? 

Get him off the air, now! What pur- 
pose can he possibly serve the sport 
of wrestling other than being a com- 
plete embarrassment? 

DAN RACHFALSKI 
Philadelphia (| 
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Crossfire 
(Continued from page 18) 





ee 


Garvin sits on Italian Stallion for the easy pin after knocking him out with his closed-fist punch. Ronnie’s 
decision to accept J.J. Dillon’s and Gary Hart’s money and turn against Dusty Rhodes was a shocker, 
but he insists it had to be done because Rhodes was sabotaging his career. 


Rhodes—so what? I was well-paid 
for it by J.J. Dillon and Gary Hart. 
My hands of stone have given me a 
fistful of cash, and that’s the way I 
like it. 

BA: How does it feel to work for the 
same people that only a few scant 
months ago you were calling 
cockroaches? 

RG: It’s a dirty business sometimes, 
Dollar Bill. Do I have to tell you 
about mistaken loyalties, broken 
trusts, and backstabbing friends? 
I’m no fool. I know Hart and Dillon 
are lowlifes. At least they’re upfront 
about it. They’re known quantities. 
Rhodes has this holier-than-thou im- 
age he tries to protect when he’s as 
big a skunk as anyone else. That 
makes his stink the worst. 

BA: Has your brother spoken to you 
lately? What is his opinion of your 
latest actions? 

RG: Jimmy laughs at me. I’m only 
doing what he’s told me to do all 
along. I’m just a working stiff trying 
to do his job. 

BA: I thought your job was trying to 
regain the NWA title. Don't you think 
your affiliation with Hart and Dillon 
will hurt your chances at tile shots 
against Flair? 

RG: Why should they? I’m an inde- 
pendent wrestler. I’m not part of 
The Four Horsemen. 

EE: But your fee is probably paid 
from the Horsemen's petty cash fund. 
I think it’s naive of you to think Ric 


Flair will wrestle you now. I don't 
think even you believe it. What I 
want to know Is how a man of your 
character can hang around and de- 
fend a low-lying piece of useless gar- 
bage like Barry Windham. Doesn't it 
assault your professional sensibilities 
to mingle with The Pandering Twit? 
RG: When Barry and I held the U.S. 
tag team belts, he saved my butt 
more times than I could count. Just 
because the guy is trying to expand 
his career and make a name for 
himself, the media is giving him 
flak. Meanwhile, he’s the U.S. 
champion and no one has come 
close to beating him. He’s my 
friend, and if there’s anything I can 
do to help advance his career, I'll 
be happy to do it. 

BA: As long as you're well-paid for it. 
RG: I told you I wasn’t in it for the 

money. 

EE: The last time I agreed with Bill 

was when he said, “I think I'm get- 

ting bald and fat.” Until now, that is. 

You're too good a wrestler and too 

proud a man to associate with creeps 

and twits if the money isn’t nght. 

There's nothing wrong with making a 

buck, it’s why we all do what we do. 

You shouldn't be too proud to admit 
It. 

RG: Believe what you will. Ronnie 

Garvin does what Ronnie Garvin 

wants to do. Money is good, but it’s 

not the only thing. Remember that, 

boys. LJ 


The results will be forwarded to feder- 
ation officials and athletic commissions 
nationwide and will be printed in the 
Spring 1989 edition of Wrestling 89. 


MATCHES SHOULD BE STOPPED 
AT THE FIRST SIGHT OF BLOOD 
@ AIDS. Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome, better known as AIDS, has 
become a very serious public health 
issue. Although all the evidence is not 
in, the AIDS virus can potentially be 
transmitted from the blood of one per- 
son to an open cut on another. Since 
there is no official AIDS testing in 
wrestling, why take chances with let- 
ting a match continue when a man’s 
life may be at stake? 

@General health. Losing a lot of 





themselves. 


to prove himself to the fans.” 


rotten, always rotten.” 


Name: 


Address: 


“Forgive and forget” seems to be the credo of most of the fans responding 
to the question posed in our Fall 1988 issue, “Should We Trust Converted 
Rulebreakers?” Seventy-four percent of the respondents believe that bad men 
who decide to reform themselves should be given a chance to prove 


“T think if a wrestler sincerely wants to change and follow the rules, then he 
certainly deserves the fans’ trust,” writes Lisa Cromer of Blacksburg, Virginia. 
“Just look at what a great relationship the fans would have missed out on if 
they had decided not to trust men like Chris Adams, Jim Garvin, and Sting. 
Every wrestler, no matter how bad his past has been, deserves an opportunity 


“Look at Randy Savage,” writes Greg Adams of New Paltz, New York. 
‘When he was Intercontinental champion, he was a rulebreaker. But when he 
decided to change his ways, the fans rallied behind him and Elizabeth. That 
gave him the extra fuel he needed to win the WWF World title. I know he 
wouldn't have done it without our backing.” 

Of course, there are those who believe that once a wrestler has betrayed 
the fans, he can never again be trusted. 

“When Paul Ordorff tumed good after WrestleMania I,” wmites Bob 
Maffucci of St. Louis, “I was willing to trust him. When he tumed against Hulk 
Hogan a year later, I was shocked. I swore right then and there that I would 
never again believe a wrestler who suddenly says he’s a good guy. Once 


Mail ballot to: You Decide/Wrestling 88 
Box 48, Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


( )Yes, Matches should be stopped at the first sight of blood 
( )No, Matches should not be stopped at the first sight of blood 


You Decide 
(Continued from page 45) 


blood saps a wrestler’s energy very 
quickly, making him prey not only to 
losing, but leaving him susceptible to 
other sicknesses. A stop-at-first-blood 
policy would help keep wrestlers in 
the top physical shape they work so 
hard to maintain. 

@ Enjoyment. For a lot of people, it is 
difficult to enjoy a match when two 
men are covered with blood. People 
go to the matches to enjoy wrestling, 
not to see a gruesome spectacle of 
gore. Too many bouts degenerate into 
sheer bloodbaths. 


MATCHES SHOULD NOT BE 
STOPPED AT THE FIRST SIGHT OF 
BLOOD 

® Competitiveness. One of the great 





























Age: 





Sheepherder Butch Miller is given an injection of 
pain-killer in the head prior to being stitched up 
after a particularly violent match in Puerto Rico. If 
matches were stopped at the first sign of blood, 
wrestlers wouldn't need this type of serious post- 
match medical treatment. 


things about wrestling is that there are 
no time-outs. The bout must go to a 
conclusive finish without a break. If a 
match is stopped because of blood, a 
man doesn’t have a fair chance of win- 
ning. A wrestler still physically able to 
continue should be allowed to keep 
on fighting. 

®@ Underhandedness. It is very easy for 
one wrestler or manager to deliberate- 
ly cut his opponent. A wrestler who 
feels he is on the verge of losing 
could lacerate his foe and have the 
match stopped and awarded to him. 
Those who respect the miles would 
lose unfairly, and rulebreakers would 
pile up tainted wins. 

@Precedent. Wrestling has gotten 
along very well without a mie about 
bleeding. Why give overworked refer- 
ees something else to worry about? 
They have enough trouble keeping 
the action in the ning as it is. The sport 
has thrived without a blood nule for as 
long as it’s been in existence; there’s 
no reason to institute one now. O 
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sult of Gonzalez’s trial, scheduled to 
begin September 8? 

The only connection between Ado- 
nis and Brody's deaths is that they oc- 
curred within a two-week period that 
will forever be remembered as one of 
the saddest in the sport’s history. Ado- 
nis and Brody died thousands of miles 
apart under totally different circum- 
stances. But the way they lived and 
the way they wrestled will forever bind 
them. 

To get to know Adrian Adonis and 
Bruiser Brody—to really get to know 
Adonis and Brody—you have to go to 
Japan. 

Late in his career, fans in the United 
States only saw the Adonis who 
bleached his hair, wore pink ribbons 
and dresses, and paraded around as a 
homosexual—the gimmick Adonis. As 
host of ‘“The Flower Shop” on WWF 
broadcasts, Adonis wore long dress- 
es, hats, and looked more like Bella 
Abzug than the streetwise tough guy 
who formed The East-West Connec- 
tion with Jesse Ventura in 1980. Back 
then, he wore studded leather jackets 
and was as feared as any man in the 
sport. He was a brawler, but he could 
wrestle, too. 

Adonis first wrestled in Japan in 
1982 as part of a WWF tour. Japanese 
fans immediately respected Adonis’s 
ability, and by 1983 Adonis was one of 
the biggest stars in Japan. That year, 
Adonis hooked up with Dick Murdoch 
and formed one of the most success- 
ful tag teams anywhere. 

Murdoch and Adonis won the Inter- 
national Wrestling Grand Prix tag belts 
in 1983 and held them for several 
months. But during a visit to Japan, 
Vince McMahon Jr. noticed how popu- 
lar Murdoch and Adonis were, signed 
them to a contract, and brought them 
to the WWF. Adonis and Murdoch won 
the WWF World tag belts on April 17, 
1984, and held them for nine months. 
Their contracts, however, forbade 
them from wrestling in Japan. Mur- 
doch left, Adonis stayed. 

Between the time he left Japan and 
returned for the first time on May 20, 
1988, Adonis ballooned to 312 
pounds. He adopted a pink-lace image 
and lost his reputation as one of the 
toughest men in wrestling. The leather 
jackets were gone and, because of his 
weight problem, so was much of the 
wrestling ability. Adonis left the WWF 
shortly after WrestleMania Ill in March 
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Brody & Adonis 


(Continued from page 41) 


1988 and signed with the AWA. 

Adonis was scheduled to return to 
Japan in January 1988, but an injury 
suffered during an AWA card in Minot, 
North Dakota, forced him to cancel the 
trip. Finally, in May, Adonis flew to Ja- 
pan and reunited with Murdoch. 

“Adrian left behind the gay gimmick 
when he wrestled in Japan,”’ said Jap- 
anese reporter Tokashi Miazutu. ‘‘He 
didn’t need it here. For some reason, 
Adrian didn't think he could be big in 
the United States without it, but the 
fans in Japan never saw that side of 
him. It was a big deal when he came 
back for the first time in 21/2 years. He 
wasn't as fat as he was when he left 
the WWF—he had dropped about 60 
pounds—but when he took off his 
leather jacket and the people saw how 
big he was, they all went, ‘Ohhhhhh!’ 
They didn’t think he could wrestle, but 
he could.”’ 

Murdoch and Adonis wrestled 
IWGP tag team champions Riki 
Choshu and Masa Saito for the belts 
on June 23, but lost when Choshu 
stunned Adonis with a lariat. In fact, 
Murdoch and Adonis lost most of their 
matches on this tour; in almost every 
instance, Adonis was pinned. 

‘The fans here have pretty long 
memories, though, and they didn’t for- 
get what Adonis and Murdoch had 
done,”’ said Miazutu. “They were final- 


Adrian Adonis teamed with Dick Murdoch to win 
the WWF World tag team title in 1984. They held 
the belts for nine months. 





ists in the 1984 annual tag team tour- 
nament here, the biggest event of the 
year in Japan, and they lost to Antonio 
Inoki and Tatsumi Fujinami. In 1983, 
they lost in the finals to Inoki and Hulk 
Hogan. These guys were hot, and they 
were tough. The fans remembered 
and cheered for Adnois. 

‘And if you really need to know any- 
thing else about Adonis, just figure 
this: Would Murdoch team with any- 
body that wasn’thard as nails?” 

When news of Adonis’ death 
reached Japan, fans lined up outside 
the arenas to pay their respects to 
him. 

In Japan, unlike the United States, 
Adrian Adonis was allowed to be Adri- 
an Adonis. 

Bruiser Brody never resorted to out- 
landish means to gain respect. Bruiser 
Brody never wore a dress or makeup 
or flowery hats. Bruiser Brody never 
lost control of his weight and was nev- 
er forced to make a decision between 
wrestling in the United States and 
wrestling in Japan or Puerto Rico. 
Bruiser Brody did whatever he wanted 
to do. He was independent and, with- 
out a doubt, he was the most popular 
American ever to wrestle in Japan. 

‘‘He was simply a legend over 
here,’’ said Stan Hansen, who joined 
with Brody to form the finest tag team 
in Japan during the early 1980s. ‘‘A 
tougher man has never lived. | consid- 
er it a privilege to be able to say that | 
wrestled with Bruiser Brody. When he 
died, people were in shock. Everybody 
had always thought Brody was inde- 
structible. Even | thought Brody would 
never die.”’ 

Although Brody was well-known in 
the United States (he was rated the 
best all-around wrestler in the sport in 
the Fall 1986 issue of Wrestling Super- 
Stars), he achieved his true fame in Ja- 
pan. The “Mercenary of Mayhem,” as 
Brody was known, was a three-time 
All-Japan International champ and lost 
that belt for the final time on April 14, 
1988, to Jumbo Tsuruta. 

Japanese fans were frightened by 
this 6'4’’, 284-pound behemoth with 
the long hair and scraggly beard. 
Brody would bark in the ring and was 
known to swing a 20-foot steel chain in 
the air as he overturned dozens of 
ringside seats and scattered hundreds 
of fans on his way to the ring. Brody 
just didn’t care whom he scared or 
(Continued on page 62) 
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MAY 1982 


May 1982/Stories include: Backlund, 
Rhodes, Hogan, Von Erich. 

June 1982/Stories include: Valentine, 
Von Erich, Slaughter, Morales. 

July 1982/Stories include; Hogan, 
Rhodes, Steamboat, Adonis. 

August 1982/Stories include: Andre, 
Bockwinkel, Steamboat, Backlund. 
September 1982/Stories include: Atlas, 
Piper, Lawler, Brody. 


October 1982/Stories include: Rich, An- 


dre, Piper, Dillon. 

November 1982/Stories include: Flair, 

Snuka, Von Erich, Slaughter. 

December 1982/Stories include: Mulli- 

gan, Rich, Lawler, Grand Wizard 
February 1983/Stories include: 

Rhodes, Hogan, DiBiase, Hace. 

March 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 

Dog, Graham, Johnson, Funk. 

April 1983/Stories include: Snuka, 

Patera, Kabuki, Rich. 

May 1983/Stories include: Rich, Snuka, 

Sullivan, Steamboat. 

June 1983/Stories include: Studd, Gar- 

vin, Rogers, Orton. 


-—------ 
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July 1983/Stories include: Hogan, Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Youngblood. 

August 1983/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Garvin, Sullivan, Lawler. 
September 1983/Stories include: Zbys- 
zko, Piper, Andre, Hayes. 

October 1983/Stories include: Wrestling 
ll, Backlund, Junkyard Dog, Rhodes. 
November 1983/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Reed, Von Erich, Dillon. 
December 1983/Stories include: Von 
Erich, Samoans, Valiant, Road Warriors. 
March 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Rich, Rhodes, Garvin. 

April 1984/Stories include: Flair, Steam- 
boat, Superstar, Windham. 

May 1984/Stories include: Iron Sheik, 
Steamboat, Rotundo, Von Erich. 

June 1984/Stories include: Flair, 
Slaughter, Cornette, DiBiase, 

July 1984/Stories include: Valiant, Flair, 
Martel, Wrestling Il. 

August 1984/Stories include: Junkyard 
Dog, Magnum T.A., Idol, Spoiler. 
September 1984/Stories include: Mar- 
tel, Brody, Von Erich, Iron Sheik, 
October 1984/Stories include: Billy 
Jack, Road Warriors, Steamboat, Piper. 
November 1984/Stories include: 
Rhodes, Rich, Hernandez, Warriors. 
December 1984/Stories include: Ho- 
gan, Warriors, Sullivan, Magnum T.A, 
January 1985/Stories include: Magnum 
T.A., Rhodes, Atlas, Von Erich. 
February 1985/Stories include: Rich, 
Adams, Valiant, Flair. 

March 1985/Stories include: Backlund, 
Billy Jack, Koloffs, Von Erichs. 

April 1985/Stories include: Warriors, A\l- 
bano & Hogan, Steamboat, Gordy. 

May 1985/Stories include: Slaughter. 
Garvin, Albano, Koloffs 

June 1985/Stories include: Warriors, 
Slaughter, Von Erichs, Studd & Patera. 
July 1985/Stories include: Hogan, Von 
Erich, Nikita, Warriors. 

August 1985/Stories include: Wrestle- 
mania, Zbyszko vs. The Tonga Kid. 
September 1985/Stories include: Piper, 
Flair, Fantastics, Magnum T.A, 


October 1985/Stories include: Russian 
menace, Von Erichs, Rude & Barr. 
November 1985/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Adams, Freebirds, Cornette. 
December 1985/Stories include: San- 
tana, Brody, Andersons, Murdoch. 
January 1986/Stories include: Steam- 
boat, Mike Von Erich, Warriors. 
February 1986/Stories include: R'n'R 
Express, Warriors, Mulligan & Windham. 


MARCH 1986 


March 1986/Stories include: Windham 
& Rotundo, Warriors-Russians, Rude. 
April 1986/Stories include: Scott Hall, 
Rhodes, Flair, Andre, Bill Watts 

May 1986/Stories include: Randy Sav- 
age, Stan Hansen, Rock 'n’ Rolls. 
June 1986/Stories include: Bulldogs, 
Windham-Flair, Lance Von, Blanchard. 
July 1986/All-American Special Issue. 
Stories include: Hogan, Slaughter, T.A. 
August 1986/Stories include: Wrestle- 
Mania 2, Garvins, Martel, Fab Ones. 
September 1986/Stories include: 
Andre,Rhodes-T.A., Adams, Windham. 
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i Bary Windham Mike Rotana 
SPELL DRSASTER FOR KENDALL WORRAM? 


BACK ISSUES 0; 


Be sure to fill in the gaps in your 
collection of INSIDE WRESTLING, “‘The 
magazine that rips the lid off pro 
wrestling.’’ Get all the information you 
need to keep up on the pro wrestling 
scene. Don’t be left out. Avoid 
sellouts—order today! 


October 1986/Stories include: Flair-Lu- 
gar, Savage, Fantastics, Warriors. 
November 1986/Stories include: War- 
riors-Flair, Bulldogs, Watts, Adams. 
December 1986/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Adonis, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 
January 1987/Stories include: Rude- 
Flair, Piper, T.A., Taylor. 

February 1987/Stories include: Hogan- 
Piper-Orndorff, Taylor, Flair, 

March 1987/Stories include: Flair, 
Missy, Luger, Bulldogs, Koloffs. 

April 1987/Stories include: Windham, 
Steamboat, Ellering, Duggan. 

May 1987/Stories include: Windham & 
Luger, Steamboat, Hogan-Andre. 

June 1987/Stories include: Piper-Ado- 
nis, Horsemen, Adams, Hall, Brody. 
July 1987/Stories include: Danny Davis, 
DiBiase, Rockers, Rotundo, Andersons. 
August 1987/Stories include: Dusty & 
Nikita, Hogan, Mike Von, Cornette. 
September 1987/Stories include: Ho- 
gan-Race, R&R Exp., Rich, Honky Tonk 
October 1987/Stories include: R&R Ex- 
press, Hogan, Taylor-Adams, Lawler. 
November 1987/Stories include: War 
Games, Mr. T, Bulldogs, Rhodes. 
December 1987/Stories include: Free- 
birds, Rhodes, Magnum, Savage, Perez. 
January 1988/Stories include: R&R- 
Horsemen, Hogan, Flair-Garvin. 
February 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Kevin Von, Sting, Tully & Arn. 

March 1988/Stories include: Bigelow, 
Adams, Koloff, Honky Tonk, Freebirds. 
April 1988/Stories include: Luger-Flair, 
Ultimate Warrior, Andre-Hogan-DiBiase. 
May 1988/Stories include: Zbyszko, Di- 
Biase, Warriors, Rockers, Fritz Von. 
June 1988/Stories include: Warriors, 
Savage, R&R Express, Baby Doll. 

July 1988/Stories include: Hogan-Sav- 
age-DiBiase, Kerry & Hayes, Sting. 
August 1988/Stories include: Savage, 
Missy Hyatt, Sting, Hayes, Honky Tonk. 
September 1988/SPECIAL ISSUE: Col- 
or coverage of WMIV, Parade of 
Champs, Crockett Cup. Plus: Lawler, 
Von Erich, Hart, Cornette. 
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If you missed out on the excitement of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
when it was on sale on the newsstand, have no fear:A limited 
number of copies are available through the mail. Each issue is jam-packed with 
profiles of the biggest superstars in wrestling. And, as a 
special bonus, each issue of VICTORY SPORTS WRESTLING 
contains a fabulous full-color centerfold! Quantities are limited, 
so order yours today. 
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WINTER 1985 


SUMMER 1986 
WINTER 1984/Color pinup: Billy Jack Haynes. 
Stories include: Ventura, Adams, Martel, Flair, 
Reed. 

FALL 1985/Color pinup: Steve Keirn & Stan 
Lane. Stories include: Albano & Hogan, DiBiase, 
Warriors, Garvin. 

WINTER 1985/Color pinup: Barry Windham. 
Stories include: Hogan, Zbyszko, Kerry, R&R Ex- 
press, Steamboat, Thesz. 

SPRING 1986/Color pinup: The Road Warriors. 
Stories include: Martel, Savage vs. Poffo, Ho- 
gan, Santana, Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1986/Color pinup: Rock 'n’ Roll Ex- 
press & Magnum T.A. Stories include: Flair, 
Warriors, JYD, Magnum, Williams. 

FALL 1986/Color pinup: Randy Savage. Stories 
include: R&R Express, Missy, Roberts, Wind- 
ham, Luger, Rhodes. 

WINTER 1986/Color pinup: Hulk Hogan. Sto- 
ries include: Flair, Freebirds, Hogan, Andre, 
Watts, Haynes, Fantastics. 


l Make check payable and send to: 
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| ROCKVILLE CENTRE, NY 11571 
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FALL 1986 


SPRING 1987/Color pinup: The Four Horse- 
men. Stories include: Ventura, T.A., Bulldogs, 
Adias, Savage-Steamboat. 

SUMMER 1987/Color pinup: Road Warriors 
workout. Stories include: Hogan-Andre, Rockers, 
Koloff, Warriors, Hall-Luger. 

FALL 1987/Color pinup: Dark Journey. Stories 
include: Albano, Hogan, T.A., Lane, Hyatt, 
Hennig, Luger. 

WINTER 1987/Color pinup: Jesse Ventura. Sto- 
ries include: Kerry, Rhodes, Hogan, Flair, Honky 
Tonk, DiBiase. 

SPRING 1988/Color pinup: Elizabeth. Stories 
include: Hennig, Koloff, Savage, Strike Force, 
Warriors, Andre-Hogan. 

SUMMER 1988/Color pinup: Missy Hyatt. Sto- 
ries include: Rock 'n' Roll Express, Hogan, 
Sting, Luger, Owen Hart, Animal. 

FALL 1988/Color pinup: Madusa Miceli. Stories 
include: Savage, Hyatt, Von Erich, Triple Dome, 
Demolition, Steamboat, Heenan, Lawler. 


| Please send me the back issues I've checked. | enclose $3.00 U.S. FUNDS ONLY for each issue 


| I've ordered. 
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| For all orders except U.S. and Canada, you must add $1.00 for each issue ordered for boat mail, and $2.00 for 
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Brody & Adonis 


(Continued from page 60) 


whom he hurt. ‘Profit over principle 
has made him a mercenary warrior 
rather than a competition-minded ath- 
lete,”’ noted a Pro Wrestling Illustrated 
‘‘Scouting Report.’ Brody lived by the 
buck and wrestled with incredible 
determination. 

‘Many great men have wrestled in 
my country,”’ said Tsuruta, ‘‘but Brody 
was one of the greatest. | Know no 
man who give so much in ring. | bow 
down to him. He was great 
competitor.”’ 

And when news of Brody’s death 
reached Japan, fans lined up outside 
the arenas to pay their respects to 
him. 

In Japan, and anywhere he went, 
Bruiser Brody was his own man. 

‘They were thrown from the vehi- 
cle, but no great distance,”’ said Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police Sgt. John 
MacKinnon, who investigated Adonis’ 
accident. ‘‘McKigney went through the 
windshield and was dead at the scene. 
Mr. Adonis was sitting in the back seat 
and he was flung over them and out 
through the front of the vehicle ... We 
took him to the hospital about 24 miles 
away, but they couldn’t help him.” 


“The knife was a big sucker and it 
was moving the whole time,” said 
Tony Atlas, who was in the locker 
room when Brody was stabbed. ‘‘It 
was cold-blooded murder. Brody nev- 
er suspected a thing.”’ 

“Carlos [Colon] was with him,” said 
Dutch Mantel, “‘and [Brody] was say- 
ing, ‘| need help, | need help. Please 
tell my wife | love her and tell my little 
son | love him.’ He knew he was 
dying.” 

They were both family men. 

Adonis, 34, left behind his wife, 
Bea, and two daughters. 

Brody, 42, left behind his wife, Bar- 
bara, and son, Geoffrey. 

They both left behind millions of 
fans who celebrated their lives—and 
now mourn their deaths. 

[Editor's note: Brody was active in 
The Patrician Movement, a substance- 
abuse program that works primarily 
with teenagers and minorities. The 
family requests that memorials be sent 
in memory of Bruiser Brody or Frank 
Gooaish to: The Patrician Movement, 
222 E. Mitchell, San Antonio, TX, 
78210). 





INFOCENTER 


Do you have a wrestling history question? A question about wrestling’s 
current events? How about a technical question regarding the rules of the 
sport? In each issue, Wrestling 88’s research department will provide the 

answers. Send your questions to: 


InfoCenter 
Box 48 
Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


a Were James J. Dillon and The 
QO: Four Horsemen ever fined by the 

for that brutal attack of Lex Luger in 
a parking lot during the “Clash of the 
Champions: Miami Mayhem” card June 8 
at the James Knight Center?—Fred 
Mojeski, Ross, OH 
A: Surprisingly, the National Wres- 

atling Alliance had no power to 
levy fines or even a suspension against 
Dillon, Ric Flair, Am Anderson, Tully 
Blanchard, or Barry Windham following 
their shocking five-on-one brutalization of 
Luger outside the Knight Center. NWA 
President Jim Crockett was outraged by 
the attack, but the sixth edition of the 
NWA's “Official Rules of Professional 
Wrestling,’ published in 1983, gives no 
provision for actions made by wrestlers 
outside of wrestling arenas. “The NWA 
officially condemned the Horsemen for 
their violent and sadistic actions during 
that parking lot incident,”’ said Jim Ross, 
the NWA commentator who was prepar- 
ing to interview Luger when the attack 
occurred. “Unfortunately, their hands 
were legally tied from any further action 
after that point. The mules and bylaws of 
the organization are quite explicit about 
about mules infractions in and around the 
ring, but an attack in a parking lot falls 
under the laws upheld by local law en- 
forcement officials. It was up to Luger to 
file charges against these men, but with 
his competitive spint he decided he 
would try to gain revenge dunng sanc- 
tioned wrestling matches.” 

aJermy Lawler is the new AWA 

w World champion, but on a recent 
TV broadcast they said it was his first 
major title. Didn’t he once hold half of the 


AWA World tag team title?—Dolores Han- 


sen, Ruth, NE 
A: Lawler, who for years had been 
w able to win a host of regional belts 
but could never win a world title, held 
the AWA tag team title twice—but they 
were two of the shortest reigns in the 
federation’s history. Lawler teamed with 
Bill Dundee to defeat the team of Soldat 
Ustinov and Doug Somers (substituting for 
Boris Zukhov, who had left the AWA) on 
October 11, 1987, at the Mid-South Colise- 


um in Memphis. Nine days later, Dundee 
and Lawler were defeated by the team of 
Hector Guerrero and Dr. D at the same 
arena, but Lawler and Dundee regained 
the belts on October 26. Lawler and Dun- 
dee lost the belts for the last time to Paul 
E. Dangerously’s “Onginal” Midnight Ex- 
press, Dennis Condrey and Randy Rose, 
on October 30, 1987 in Whitewater, 
Wisconsin. 

2 |'m confused about the WWF Inter- 

= continental title. Wasn't Ted DiBiase 
the man to hold that championship?— 
Jerome Tannenboyst, Goochland, KY 
A: No. As history shows, Pat Patter- 

uson defeated Ted DiBiase for the 
WWF North Amencan title during the 
summer of 1979. In September, Patterson 
won a tournament in Rio De Janiero to 
become the first WWF Intercontinental 
champion. Patterson defended both belts 
for a short period of time, but the WWF 
dropped its sanction of the North Amen- 
can belt soon afterward. 

ew Has “Precious’’ Paul Ellenng ever 

m= managed other wrestlers besides 

e Road Wamors? Also, didn’t Animal 

and Hawk have a different image when 
they first debuted?—Denham Jenkins, St. 
Albans, NY 
A: Ellering was quite active as a man- 

m ager for various wrestlers in Geor- 
gia before unleashing Animal and Hawk 
upon the wrestling world in 1983, but he 
had trouble keeping anyone but The 
Road Warriors in his stable. After curtail- 
ing his own singles wrestling career, El- 
lering led the tag team of Matt Borne and 
Am Anderson for several months in 1983. 
The Iron Sheik became the next member 
of Ellering’s “Legion of Doom” a few 
months later, but that relationship also 
proved to be short-lived. Ellering also 
managed the orginal Sheik, Jake Roberts, 
The Spoiler, King Kong Bundy, and Bome 
in Georgia during 1984. Animal and Hawk 
won the Georgia National tag team title 
only a few weeks after their 1983 debut. 
At that point in their history, the Wamiors 
dressed in leather and chains, a far cry 
from the war-painted look Wamor fans 
have come to know, but they employed 
the same brutal wrestling style as today. 
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Maybe nature shorichanged 
your body. but that doesnt 
mean you have to be a slave 
to your present day build! 
Ultima plan unlocks nature 
using modern techniques 
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routines, no fancy gadgets 
Just a simple and easy to 
follow plan Everybody can 
build a more powerful body 
with the Ultima method 
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RATINGS 


For period ended August 18, 1988 


Ratings for the Top 10 and for Tag teams are based on 
won-lost records for the past month, quality of opposition, 
and the inherent skill of each wrestler. Most Hated and 
Most Popular ratings are based on nationwide surveys of 
wrestling fans and on mail that comes to our offices. Other 
categonies are compiled with the assistance of wrestlers, 
promoters, and reporters, with the number one positions 
being awarded to the major champion in each regional 
category as of press time. 


TOP 10 


6—STING 
No. 3 contender: NWA title 


7—KERRY VON ERICH 


World Class champion 


8—BARRY WINDHAM 


1—RANDY SAVAGE 
WWF World champion 


2—RIC FLAIR 
NWA World champion 


3—JERRY LAWLER 


AWA World champion U.S. champion 
4—TED DiBIASE 9—HULK HOGAN 

No. 2 contender: WWF title No. 3 contender: WWF title 
5—LEX LUGER 10—THE HONKY TONK MAN 


No. 2 contender: NWA title WWF Intercontinental champ 


MOST POPULAR 
1—HULK HOGAN 6—JAKE ROBERTS 


TAG TEAMS 


1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON 
NWA World tag team champions 


2—DEMOLITION 
WWF World tag team champions 


3—THE ROAD WARRIORS 
No. 2 contenders to NWA tag team title 


4—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE 


U.S. tag team champions 


5—WARLORD & BARBARIAN 
No. 1 contenders to WWF tag team title 


6—THE FANTASTICS 


No. 1 contenders to U.S. tag team title 


7—PAT TANAKA & PAUL DIAMOND 
AWA World tag team champions 


8—THE HART FOUNDATION 
No. 2 contenders to WWF tag team title 


9—THE BRITISH BULLDOGS 
No. 3 contenders to WWF tag team title 


10—SHANE DOUGLAS & HUMONGOUS 


Continental tag team champions 


MOST HATED 


1—ANDRE THE GIANT 6—THE HONKY TONK MAN 
Last issue: No. 2 Hated Last issue: No. 5 Hated 


Last issue: No. 1 Popular 


2—RANDY SAVAGE 
Last issue: No. 3 Popular 


3—STING 
Last issue: No. 2 Popular 


4—LEX LUGER 
Last issue: No. 4 Popular 


5—DUSTY RHODES 
Last issue: No. 8 Popular 


Last issue: unrated 


7—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


Last issue: No. 5 Popular 


8—JERRY LAWLER 


Last issue: No. 6 Popular 


9—KERRY VON ERICH 


Last issue: No. 7 Popular 


10—THE ULTIMATE WARRIOR 


Last issue: No. 9 Popular 


2—RIC FLAIR 


Last issue: No. 4 Hated 
3—TED DiBIASE 

Last issue: No. 3 Hated 
4—BARRY WINDHAM 

Last issue: No. 1 Hated 


5—RICK RUDE 
Last issue: No. 7 Hated 


7—EDDIE GILBERT 


Last issue: No. 6 Hated 


8—GREG VALENTINE 


Last issue: unrated 


9—ICEMAN PARSONS 


Last issue: No. 10 Hated 


10—BUDDY ROBERTS 


Last issue: unrated 


NWA 
World Champion: RIC FLAIR 243, Minneapolis, MN 


AWA 
World Champion: JERRY LAWLER 234, Memphis, TN 


1—BARRY WINDHAM 
236, Sweetwater, TX 


2—LEX LUGER 

268, Chicago, IL 
3—STING 

260, Venice Beach, CA 
4—DUSTY RHODES 

302, Austin, TX 


5—STEVE WILLIAMS 
302, Austin, TX 


WWF 
World Champion: RANDY SAVAGE 245, Sarasota, FL 


1—THE HONKY TONK MAN 


255, Memphis, TN 
2—TED DiBIASE 

247, Omaha, NB 
3—HULK HOGAN 

302, Venice Beach, CA 
4—ANDRE THE GIANT 

497, Grenoble, France 


5—ULTIMATE WARRIOR 
280, Queens, NY 
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6—NIKITA KOLOFF 


275, Moscow, Russia 


7—AL PEREZ 


238, Tampa, FL 


8—MIKE ROTUNDO 


245, Syracuse, NY 


9—RICK MORTON 


228, Memphis, TN 


10—RICK STEINER 


248, Detroit, Ml 


6—HACKSAW DUGGAN 


280, Glens Falls, NY 


7—BRUTUS BEEFCAKE 


273, San Francisco, CA 


8—JAKE ROBERTS 


246, Stone Mountain, GA 


9—RICK RUDE 


246, Robbinsdale, MN 


10—BAD NEWS BROWN 


280, New York, NY 


1—GREG GAGNE 
220, Robbinsdale, MN 


2—SOLDAT USTINOV 
265, Moscow, Russia 

3—WAHOO McDANIEL 
280, Midland, TX 

4—EDDIE GILBERT 
222, Lexington, TN 


5—MANNY FERNANDEZ 
245, El Paso, TX 


6—AUSTIN IDOL 


240, Las Vegas, NV 


7—COL. DeBEERS 


248, Cape Town, S. Africa 


8—BARON VON RASCHKE 


271, Berlin, Germany 


9—MANDO GUERRERO 


225, Mexico City, Mexico 


10—TEUHO KHAN 


265, Singapore 


STAMPEDE 
N. American Champion: MAKHAN SINGH 380, Saginaw, MI 


1—JOHNNY SMITH 


235, Manchester, England 


2—STEVE DiSALVO 
298, Boston, MA 


3—CHRIS BENOIT 
218, Edmonton, Alberta 
4—STEVE BLACKMAN 
250, Pittsburgh, PA 


5—BRUCE HART 
211, Calgary, Alberta 


6—BRIAN PILLMAN 


226, Cincinnati, OH 


7—VULKAN SINGH 


300, Billings, MT 


8—LANCE IDOL 


225, Hollywood, CA 


9—JERRY MORROW 


235, Martinique 


10—GAMA SINGH 


220, Karachi, Pakistan 








RATINGS 


CONTINENTAL ALL-JAPAN 
Continental Champion: TITLE VACANT PWF Champion: GENICHIRO TENRYU 255, Katsuyama, Japan 
1—LORD HUMONGOUS 6—DETROIT DEMOLITION 1—JUMBO TSURUTA 6—STAN HANSEN 
325, parts unknown 310, Detroit, MI 268, Yamanashi, Japan 322, Borger, TX 
2—EDDIE GILBERT 7—TOMMY RICH 2—BRUISER BRODY 7—TIGER MASK 


224, Saitama, Japan 
8—HIROSHI WAJIMA 

255, Yokohama, Japan 
9—JIMMY SNUKA 

250, Fiji Islands 


10—JOHN TENTA 
385, Surrey, B.C. 


284, Albuquerque, NM 


3—SHOHE! BABA 
265, Niigata, Japan 


4—MASANOBU FUCHI 
222, Kitakyushu, Japan 


5—ABDULLAH 
360, Khartoum, Sudan 


CUMULATIVE RATINGS 


These ratings are based on the past five issues of this maga- 
zine. We have examined our ratings for each of those is- 
sues—in our Top 10 and Tag Team categories only—and 
assigned each position a point value: 10 points for a number- 
one rating, nine for a number-two ranking, and so on down to 
one point for a number-10 rating. The point values for all 
wrestlers in the past five issues have been compiled, allowing 
a maximum of 50 points. Each issue we'll present the top five 
finishers in each category. While our regular ratings reflect the 
past month, these cumulative ratings give an indication of 
wider trends in the sport. 


SINGLES 
1 —RIC FLAIR sssssssssscsossscsresseosencsoeore seen 47 points 
2—LEX LUGER sessessessssssessssseessenee anid . 


222, Lexington, TN 


248, Hendersonville, TN 
8—SHANE DOUGLAS 

223, Pittsburgh, PA 
9—MR. OLYMPIA 

242, parts unknown 


10—DAN DAVIS 
238, Nashville, TN 


3—TONY ANTHONY 
235, Bucksnorth, TN 


4—TOM PRITCHARD 
220, Houston, TX 


5—AUSTIN IDOL 
240, Las Vegas, NV 


WORLD CLASS 
World Class Champion: KERRY VON ERICH 260, Denton, TX 


1—TERRY TAYLOR 6—TERRY GORDY 
225, Vero Beach, FL 289, Chattanooga, TN 


2—ICEMAN PARSONS 7—ERIC EMBRY 
245, St. Louis, MO 225, Lexington, KY 

3—CHRIS ADAMS 8—BLACK BART 
228, Stratford, England 261, Pampa, TX 


4—MICHAEL HAYES 9—BUDDY ROBERTS 
255, Marietta, G 247, Del City, OK 


5—KEVIN VON ERICH 10—BILL IRWIN 
235, Denton, TX 250, Duluth, MN 



















































CWA 
CWA Champion: MAX PAIN 350, lowa City, IA 


1—CURT HENNIG 6—BRICKHOUSE BROWN 
235, Minneapolis, MN 225, Winter Haven, FL 


2—JEFF JARRETT 7—SCOTT STEINER 

































200, Hendersonville, TN 235, Detroit, MI TAG TEAMS 
3—ROBERT FULLER 8—KEN WAYNE 1—TULLY BLANCHARD & ARN ANDERSON..45 points 
238, Dyresburg, TN 208, Memphis, TN 2—THE ROAD WARRIORS. ........cecee 2 points 
4—EDDIE GILBERT 9—DOUG GILBERT 3—BOBBY EATON & STAN LANE.........+. 134 points 
222, Lexington, TN 230, Lexington, ™N 4—THE HART FOUNDATION NP SEP | Oe al points 
5—GARY YOUNG 10—BILLY TRAVIS 5—DEMOLITION...... aad Ps oe SRS 23 points 


240, Houston, TX 218, Houston, TX 





ANALYSIS 


Moving down the Road. It’s beena Ax and Smash have held off the challenge 





tough year for The Road Warriors, who 
dropped out of our Top 10 tag team ratings 
for the first time in this publication’s history 
in the Summer 1988 issue before resurfac- 
ing at number two in Fall 1988. 

But now, the ultimate indignity: the War- 
riors have been dropped to number three, 
below Demolition, the WWF team created 
as imitations of the Warriors. NWA World 
tag team champions Tully Blanchard and 
Am Anderson were rated number one for 
the third straight issue. 

Hawk and Animal were dropped a 
notch because of their lack of title matches 
against Tully and Am, their failure to at- 
tempt to regain the International tag team 
belts they held in Japan, and an intensified 
singles schedule. Demolition, meanwhile, 
has held the WWF World tag title since 
WrestleMania IV. But most impressively, 











Barbarian & Smash trade blows 









of The Powers of Pain, even though War- 
lord and Barbarian have dominated most 
of their matches. To their credit, Ax and 
Smash have engaged in an ambitious title- 
defense schedule. 

“It's not that we don’t think the Warriors 
could beat Demolition in a head-to-head 
battle. Actually, we think they could,” said 
Editor-in-Chief Stu Saks. “But there are oth- 
er criteria. The Warnors seem to be com- 
placent. It’s almost like they’re frustrated 
over their inability to win a title, particularly 
the NWA tag belts.” 

What do you think? We'd like to know. 
Do you agree or disagree with our deci- 
sion to drop the Warmiors to number three 
or are the Wamiors still the best tag team in 
the country? The address for mail is: “‘Rat- 
ings Analysis,” c/o Wrestling 88, Box 48, 
Rockville Centre, New York, 11571. 
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THIS JUSTIN... 


Former NWA World champion Ronnie Garvin and brother Jimmy Garvin 
have left the NWA following a contract dispute between Ronnie and 
Jim Crockett Promotions. ''There were certain differences that 
couldn't be worked out,'' said Ronnie. ‘I'm hoping that something 
will happen to change things, but I am not optimistic.'' Jimmy 
was not involved in the contract dispute, but decided to leave as 
a show of support for his brother. ''Blood is thicker than water, 
and if my brother is having problems, they're my problems, too," 
Jimmy said. ''I know a lot of things have happened between us 
over the past few months, but that doesn't mean anything now. 
There are lots of other places for me and Ronnie to wrestle."' 
NWA spokesman Sandy Scott was optimistic that an agreement would 
be reached. ‘''Ron and Jim Garvin were two of our finest 
competitors and we're sorry to lose them,'' Scott said. ‘'However, 
there were certain problems that couldn't be worked out at this 
time. I believe, however, that if we all get together, something 
can be worked out.'' Ron Garvin held the NWA World title from 
August 25, 1987, to November 26, 1987. He and Jimmy recently had 
a falling out when Ron accepted a large amount of money from Gary 
Hart and J.J. Dillon to attack Dusty Rhodes during the U.S. title 
match on July 10 in Baltimore. Garvin's attack led to Barry 
Windham pinning Rhodes to retain the title. 


CWA officials are investigating the controversial title vs. title 
match in which AWA World champion Jerry Lawler won the World 
Class heavyweight belt from Kerry Von Erich. The trouble started 
when referee Jerry Calhoun was hit by Kerry's discus punch 
intended for Lawler. Matchmaker Eddie Marlin then told Calhoun to 
leave so that Frank Morell could take over. The match continued. 
After a few minutes, Morell injured his groin in a collision with 
Lawler, so Marlin came to the ring again, this time with wrestler 
Billy Travis. After both wrestlers agreed to let Travis 
substitute for Morell, the match continued. Moments later, Lawler 
pinned Von Erich, but Kerry put his foot on the rope at the two- 
count. Travis, however, did not see it and completed the three- 
count. Lawler was awarded the belt and Kerry protested to CWA and 
World Class officials. A decision had not been reached at press 
time. 


Titan Entertainment, a division of Titan Sports and parent 
company of the WWF, has purchased the pay-per-view and closed- 


circuit TV rights to the November 7 Sugar Ray Leonard—Donny 
Lalonde WBC light heavyweight title fight for $9-million. Titan 
placed a $29.95 price tag on the fight, which will be on opposite 
Monday Night Football. The Mike Tyson-Michael Spinks heavyweight 
bout had a $34.95 price tag and grossed $21-million. 
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start your own money 





In just a short time, you can be ready to 
join one of the fastest growing industries 
in America... an industry where quali- 
fied men are making from $25.00 to 
$30.00 per hour... and that’s just for 


labor. Parts, engines and accessories add 
even more to ee she ts. 


Because the small engine industry has 
grown so quickly, an acute shortage of 
qualified Small Engine Professionals exists 
throughout the country. In fact, it’s not un- 
usual for a good small engine man to be — 
three to four weeks behind in the summer 
and at least a week behind in the winter. 
When you see how many small engines are 
in use today, it’s easy to understand why 
qualified men command such high prices 
— as much as $49.95 for a simple tune-up 
that takes less than an hour! 


You get all this Professional equipment with your 
TT a a ee 
KEEP.... All at NO EXTRA COST. 


















65-million small engines 
are in service today! 


That’s right — there are over sixty-five 
million 2-cycle and 4-cycle small engines 
in service across the U.S.A. That’s the 
official count from the Engine Service 
AsSn., and new engines are being built at 
a rate of one-million per month! With 
fully accredited and approved 
Foley-Belsaw training, you can soon 
have the skill and knowledge to make top 
money servicing these engines. Home- 
owners and businessmen will seek you 
out and pay you well to service and re- 
pair their lawnmowers, tillers, edgers, 
power rakes, garden tractors, chain 
saws, mini-bikes, go-carts, snowmo- 
biles, generators, snowblowers, paint 
sprayers... the list is almost endless. 


* No experience necessary. 


You don't need to be a ‘born mechanic’ 
or have prior experience. If you can read, 
you can master this profitable trade right 
at home, in your sparetime, without miss- 
ing a single paycheck. Lessons are fully 
illustrated —so clear you can't go wrong. 


Send TODAY 
for this 
fact-filled 


FREE 





_ BEAT INFLATION! 


Cash in on the 
huge demand for 
small engine repair. 


Work part time, full time 
2 right athome- we help you 
every step of the way. 


You receive trade secrets 


and business plans. 

We guide you every step of the way, 
including tested and proven instructions 
on how to get business, what to charge, 
how to get free advertising, where to get 
supplies wholesale...all the “tricks of 
the trade’’... all the inside facts you need 
to assure success right from the start. 


“I've had about 8 
years experience 
repairing small en- 


gines... but re- 
pairs were only 
minor... until I 
started the Foley- & : 
Belsaw Course.” Walter H. Strick 

Campbell, California 





With our famous ‘learn-by-doing’ train- 
ing method, you get practical ‘hands-on’ 
experience with specialized tools and 
equipment that you'll receive with your 
training plus a brand-new 4HP engine— 
all yours to keep! 


SEND FOR FREE FACTS! 

You risk nothing by, accepting this 
offer to find out how Foley-Belsaw 
training can give you the skills you need 
to increase your income in a high-profit, 
recession-proof business of your own. 


Just fill in and mail coupon below (or 


send postcard) to receive full information 
and details by return mail. DO IT TODAY! 


FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 


6301 Equitable As a Dept. 51516 
Kansas City, Mo. 6 


There is NO OBLIGATION and 


BOOKLET! NO SALESMAN Will Call—ever! 





Tells how you quickly 
(rain to be your own boss 
in a profitable Sparetime 
or Fulltime business of 
your own PLUS complete 
details on our 30- 
NO 


Offer! 
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FOLEY-BELSAW INSTITUTE 
6301 Equitable Rd., Dept. 51516 


Kansas City, Mo. 64120 


(] YES, please send me the FREE booklet that 
gives full details about starting my own business in 
Small Engine Repair. | understand there is no obligation 
and that no salesman will call. 
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SHOW THE WORLD 
YOU’RE A TRUE WRESTLING FAN! 


A FULL LINE OF TOP-QUALITY 
MERCHANDISE FROM THE LARGEST- 
SELLING, MOST RESPECTED 
WRESTLING MAGAZINE IN THE WORLD 
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Pwi T-SHIRT A favorite among wrestling fans for years. These high-quality, silk- PW BUMPER STICKER 


screened shirts are a fashion blend of 50% comfortable cotton 
and 50% long-wearing polyester. The official Pro Wrestling 
Iilustrated T-shirt is crimson-red with white lettering and comes in 
a selection of four sizes: small, medium, large, and extra large. 
Only $7.00. 


The perfect companion to the PWI T-shirt. A bright crimson-red 
hat emblazoned with a white Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo in 
unique raised lettering for a spectacular three-dimensional look 
and feel. Be the first fan in your neighborhood to wear one! Top- 
quality, long-wearing—one size fits all. Only $7.00. 


Get ready for summer fun the whole year-round with the only 
flying disc to bear the official Pro Wrestling Illustrated name. A 
bright red disc with yellow and white lettering, the PW/ ‘Skyflyer’’ 
is constructed of sturdy plastic for years of enjoyment. A full 91% 


PWI CAP inches in diameter. Only $5.00 PWI BUTTON 





The Pro Wrestling Illustrated logo is reproduced in dynamic red 
on a bright yellow background. This giant sticker (3%4 inches by 
15 inches) is specially made of high-quality vinyl for easy 
application and removal. A guaranteed eye-catcher wherever you 
place it! Only $2.00. 


Wear the Pro Wrestling Illustrated button proudly on your shirt, 
jacket, or hat to show the world you love pro wrestling. A sturdy 
button with safety pin backing, the official PW/ button is oblong in 
shape and measures 1% inches by 2% inches. Dynamic red logo 
on bright yellow background. Only $1.00. 


"ALL FIVE ITEMS! YOU'LL RECEIVE: ONE T-SHIRT, ONE HAT. 
ONE SKYFLYER, TWO BUMPER STICKERS. AND TWO 
BUTTONS! THAT'S A $25.00 VALUE FOR THE SPECIAL LOW 

PRICE OF ONLY $19.95 (save over $5.00!) THE PERFECT 

PWI SKYFLYER BIRTHDAY OR HOLIDAY GIFT FOR ANY WRESTLING FAN! DELUXE PACKAGE 


| [EMC PARE UAE TOTAL] Sx°4Sng «MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 | 





Li pie wees RICE Send To: MINIMUM ORDER $2.00 
] ee | Box 48 
ea. Rockville Centre, NY 11571 


Make checks payable to TV SPORTS, INC. 


ADDRESS APT 


NAME } 
CITY STATE ZIP l 
Minimum order: $2.00. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. U.S. | 
funds only. Do not send coins. Offer good in U.S. and Canada only. ; 
SHIRT SIZE (j\Small  (\Medium (iLarge (XLarge Foreign orders please add $3.00. 
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